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Call for Papers

Vienna Dialogue on Democracy

The Politics of Antipolitics

July 7-10 1994

After 20 years of discussing the "confidence gap" between citizens and politics
in Western democracies, some recent developments are forcing us to rethink the
problematic. First, in several "old" democracies, levels of political satisfaction
have hit a new low. Second, political disenchantment has spread almost instant-
ly to the "new" democracies of Latin America and Eastern Europe. And third,
citizens' "antipolitical" attitudes are being increasingly instrumentalized by
"neopopulist" actors.
The first Vienna Dialogue on Democracy (VDD), organized by the Austrian
Institute for Advanced Studies, will focus on the last point: the resurgent
"antipolitical" cleavage construction seen in the multi-faceted versions of
"postmodernized" populism. The conference will discuss these "politics of
antipolitics" by concentrating on three partially-overlapping thematic nuclei.

Language Realism

VDD
c/o Dr. Andreas Schedler

Institute for Advanced Studies

Dept. of Political Science

Stumpergasse 56

A-1060 Vienna, Austria

Phone +43/1/599 91-0

Fax +43/1/597 06 35

Linkages

The notion of demo-
cracy falsely suggests
that the "rulers" and the
"ruled" are identical. In
modern mass democra-
cies, they unavoidably
fall apart, both different
and distant from each
other. Yet, dependent on
electoral support, politi-
cians are forced to sym-
bolically "bridge the
gap", to create symbols
of community between
politicians and citizens.
How do "neopopulist"
actors, the champions of
"identitary democracy",
link to their electorate?

The Vienna Dialogue on Democracy invites original manuscripts which offer
new theoretical insights and innovative methodological perspectives on the to-
pics described. Interdisciplinary and comparative analyses are highly welcomed.
Papers should be no more than 25 typed pages in length. Each presentation is
expected to last 30 minutes, and will be followed by comments from two dis-
cussants. Conference proceedings will eventually be published. The deadline
for submitting proposals, plus a biographical statement, is October 31, 1993.
A preliminary program will be drawn up once the proposals have been received
and evaluated. Papers will be due April 30, 1994. It is anticipated, although not
yet formally confirmed, that travel and accomodation costs for paper authors
will be covered. Address all inquiries or submissions to:

VDD
Scientific Council

Jurgen Habcrmas

Guy Hermct

Norbert Lcchncr

Arend Lijphart

Carlo Mongardini

Guillcmio O'Donncll

v^isus wne
f nmli* Pntpmnnv*muiir rmciiioii

Anton Pelinka
Giovanni Sartori

Philippe Schmitter

Kurt Sonlheitner

Alain Touraine

The distinctive medium
of democratic politics is
language. Democracy
contains the promise of
"communicative ratio-
nality". Clearly, in the
real world, the "power
of words" is confined
by image-based policy
styles, by the strategic
abuse of arguments,
by power and invisible
politics, or simply by
the lack of time and
information. Democratic
deliberation, then, is
endangered. Are the
"politics of antipolitics"
further eroding it?

Politics implies the con-
struction of desirable
and feasible states of the
future. Thus, based on
some notion of political
realism, "the art of the
possible" has to define
the spheres of com-
petence of secularized
politics - as well as
existing constraints and
trade-offs, risks and
time horizons. How do
"antipolitical" actors,
suspected of systematic
overpromising, link to-
gether the "worlds" of
the necessary and the
possible?
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LEUROPE DE LA DIVERSITE
LA DYNAMIQUE DES IDENTITES REGIONALES

Dirige par Victor SCARDIGU

L'Europe est-elle une ou plurielle ? So diversity cullurelle n'est-elle pas en train de se require
inexorablemenl ? La plupart des observateurs s'accordent en effel d parler d'homoge'ne'isalion cullurelle.
Industrialisation et urbanisation intensives, ave'nement de la socie'ti de consommalion de masse el
uniformisation de I'environnemenl technique ont impose partout un mime moule d I'organisation des
activity quotidiennes et ont contribuS a rdduire les differences au sein de I'Europe occidentals Mais d y
regarder de plus pre°s, et en s'appuyant sur des analyses comparatives concernant quatre grandes
regions europe'ennes (Borcelone, Bologne, Berlin el Paris), il s'avSre que les habitants r&nvenlent la
diversity. Chaque aire cullurelle d&veloppe son identity de fafon aulonome, en gardanl ses racines
plongees dans I'histoire qui I'a faconnfee. Ainsi noire continent conjugue-t-il unit§ et diversity C'esl cede
dynamique qu'illustrent les enquetes menees sur la base d'une meme grille d'analyse par un groupe de
sociologues et d'elhnologues des pays concerned : la construction d'une Europe communautaire ne
conduit pas necessairement d I'arasement cullurel du continent. Des donnees concretes qui viennent
6clairer le d6bat sur la construction europe'enne pour laquelle I'avenir de la diversity constilue un des
enjeux majeurs.
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