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THuE REeINTEGRATION OF THE CuUrRcH. By Nicolas Zernov. (S.C.M-

Press; 7s. 6d.)

A book of 130 pages is not likely to exhaust the subject chosen by
Professor Zernov. A review of 500 words will be even more incapablé
of commenting on such a book. If the following words therefore seel
carping, it will not be for want of a deep appreciation of the right Z‘?al
of the Professor, but because this little book has had its fair share of prats
and perhaps not enough criticism.

The title is a pesitio principii and it is surprising to find it used for 2
book written by an Orthodox—which is presumably the form of Chr¥
tianity native to the author. For the orthodox Orthodox the Church ¢4
no more be divided than it can be for a Catholic. The difference betwee?
them is: which half of the great split between East and West has rcmaif}e
the true Church? So we begin with an ambiguity. Is the Professor speakmg
for the Orthodox, or is he paddling his own canoe, as the phrase o€
That is the advantage of an #mprimatur: It docs not commit the Chuf®
to your views, but it does ensure that your views do not contradict »
essentials the doctrine of the Church you represent, and the reader know®
where he is. i

After reading this little book it became clear to the reviewer ho¥
difficult it is to attempt to state your ‘opponent’s point of view in the:‘
matters fairly. Should one rather make quite clear one’s own? SC”CC':
any mention of the Catholic Church in these pages would be accepted &
fair comment by even a most friendly Catholic. One wonders whether ©”
author tried the device of showing the MS. to a Catholic. Thus the stat?
ment, ‘It [i.e. the Roman Catholic Church] lacks some vital elemen® 0
Christian tradition which have been developed by those who remain®
outside the authority of the Pope’ (p. 78), is a bald statement not Cnl”rge
upon. [ think it false. It would be a interesting point to discuss in 2
friendliness. We are usually accused of having added too much.

The place of the Anglican Communion is put high in the m
reunion. The author may be right, but it would be sad if the E{St
sake of external unity abandoned their firm stand on the dogmatic bas: ,
their Christian life. The Anglicans might have a solvent effect upon ¢ rch

If one starts with the assumption, as the author does, that the Chueen
is split, splintered, then it is difficult to resolve the contradiction betV;isc
the present state of affairs, as stated in those terms, and Christ’s P.roon
of, and his exhortation to, unity. But to say the Church is divided "svi .
one way of looking at the difficulty. It is possible that Christians aré ('he
but the Church not. It is as impossible for the Church to be divl
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1t is for Christ to be divided; for the Church is the body of Christ, it is
the Bride of Christ. Men can easily enough divide themselves from the
Church, This is what has happened.

No educated Catholic would for a moment assert that the break away
frOI'n unity, either in the early Church or in the sixteenth century, was
entirely due to those who broke away. The Church gave these people
ample excuse; it takes two to make a quarrel. On the other hand the fact
that there were corrupt clergy and ignorant faithful in the Catholic Church
of the sixteenth century does not justify a breakaway, though it may to
fome extent explain and condone it.

rofessor Zernov perhaps exaggerates the importance of psychological
actors in divisions. They are extremely important especially for the main-
tenance of those divisions; but we must not deny, in every case, a hard
:;’z; of doctrinal difference. If we c'io, it' will only lead to c.lisappointment,
episc:s t.here has be?n over thf. dlscussmns- between Anglicans and non-
Palian communions. Love is 7ot superior to truth. We can only love
zldatl we know. Truth remains supreme, but it should not remain alone;
thei ove of our'separated brethren should'lead us to want to und_erstand
.. Pomnt of view, and from understanding to proceed to explain how

s gt least 1
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CHRXS.T.‘N His Cuurcu. By Sister Jane Marie, o.p. (Bruce; $3.96.)
© t}ilels is ‘the story of the life and action of the Churc‘h.from her b.irth’
at the eg;ese_m day’, ﬁ_lnd.to‘ judge by the very useful ‘aids to learning
six hung tzlt each section is mtend.ed for use in school and study groups. Its
it , trre pages are packed with facts an'd.as a rfafe‘rence book alon,e
iblica] ‘;aslll(re, th(?ugh there are some surprising omissions: St Jerome’s
Justice s Zr » for instance, goes unmentxone(.i. On thf: 'other h'and, rare
inevitable t;ne 0 the mﬂuenc.e of early Ce'ltlc monasticism. It is per?laps
U ingg at in a book of this type h}stqucal narrat.lve should sometlme‘s
Occupieq ba Catalog}:e Of. facts, but this is less forglvable when space is
urch Y rambling discourses on the indestructible character ?f tl}e
form an' in:"lertheless, under the guidance of a learned master this will
Source book::?ble textb(?ok. The learned master-—or at least easy access to
Some length T"Za necessity because many terms will have to be defined at
Studeny may. e ,Ils might 'have been done by maps and charts; t]’l(? .young
Tanks, o0 ;‘Y I?Se his way among strangers, Goths., Huns, YISlg.Oths,
Scripy for a.one e aids tf) learning, however, are fasc1{1atmg: Write a
ariy, ~reel movie on the part of St Genevieve in. the defence of
e sec ly commendable is the practice of putting questions before
i 8. “In your study of this unit see if you can find explana-

lowing . .. “Secularism had its beginnings as far back as the
or fourteenth century”,
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