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A Statement of Editorial Policy
PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and 
literature. As the publication of a large and heterogeneous association, the journal is 
receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly meth-
ods and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its 
kind, whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the impli-
cations of its findings; and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, 
readable presentation. Manuscripts in languages other than English are accepted for 
review but must be accompanied by a detailed summary in English (generally of 
1,000-1,500 words) and must be translated into English if they are recommended to 
the Editorial Board. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or more than 9,000 words .are 
not considered for publication. The word count includes notes but excludes works- 
cited lists and translations, which should accompany foreign language quotations. 
The MLA urges its contributors to be sensitive to the social implications of language 
and to seek wording free of discriminatory overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article sub-
mitted is sent to at least one consultant reader and one member of the Advisory Com-
mittee. Articles recommended by these readers are then sent to the members of the 
Editorial Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until a 
final decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers, 
to members of the Advisory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor. Be-
cause the submission of an article simultaneously to more than one refereed journal 
can result in duplication of the demanding task of reviewing the manuscript, it is 
PMLA’s policy not to review articles that are under consideration by other journals. An 
article found to have been simultaneously submitted elsewhere will not be published 
in PMLA even if it has already been accepted for publication by the Editorial Board.

Submissions, prepared according to the MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly 
Publishing, should be sent in duplicate and addressed to the Managing Editor, PMLA, 
Modern Language Association, 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981. With 
each submission please include a self-addressed envelope and enough postage for 
both copies to be returned. Authors’ names should not appear on manuscripts; instead, 
a cover sheet, with the author’s name and address and the title of the article, should ac-
company each manuscript. Authors should not refer to themselves in the first person 
in the submitted text or notes if such references would identify them; any necessary 
references to the author’s previous work, for example, should be in the third person.
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Criticism in Translation
MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals for 
translations. Articles, as well as chapters or sections of books that can function as in-
dependent units, will be considered. The originals may be in any language. Two 
types of proposals are welcome: (1) significant scholarship from earlier periods that 
has not lost its forcefulness and whose retrieval in English in PMLA would be a note-
worthy event for a broad body of readers or (2) contemporary work of sufficient 
weight and potential influence to merit the attention of the field as a whole.

A member who wishes to make a proposal should first ascertain that no previous 
English translation exists. The proposer should then provide the managing editor 
with the following materials: (1) a photocopy of the original essay, (2) an extended 
summary of the entire essay in English, (3) an introductory statement of approxi-
mately 1,000 words, prepared in accordance with MLA style, that will be published 
with the essay if the essay is accepted, (4) information on the copyright status of the 
original (if the translation is accepted for publication, the proposer will be responsi-
ble for obtaining permission to print it). In addition, if the proposer wishes to serve 
as translator of the essay or to designate a translator (who must also be an MLA 
member), a 1,000-word sample of the translation should be submitted; otherwise the 
Editorial Board will select a translator.

The translated essays should normally not exceed PMLA's 9,000-word limit. The 
Editorial Board will approve or decline the proposals, evaluate the quality of the 
translations, and cooperate with the proposers and translators.

Little-Known Documents
MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals regard-
ing little-known documentary material that merits the attention of a broad range of 
readers. Consideration will be given to archival data from any period and in any lan-
guage that do not exceed PMLA’s 9,000-word limit.

A member who wishes to make a proposal should provide the managing editor 
with the following materials: (1) a photocopy of the document, (2) an extended sum-
mary of the document in English, (3) an introductory statement of approximately 
1,000 words, prepared in accordance with MLA style, that will be published with the 
document if it is accepted, (4) information on the copyright status of the original (if 
the document is accepted for publication, the proposer will be responsible for obtain-
ing permission to print it). In addition, if the document is not in English and if the 
proposer wishes to serve as translator or to designate a translator (who must also be 
an MLA member), the proposal should include a 1,000-word sample of the transla-
tion; otherwise the Editorial Board will select a translator of accepted non-English 
material. The Editorial Board will approve or decline the proposals.

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900155117 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900155117


Contents

Cover illustration: A composite 

picture of the Sun combining im-

ages in different ultraviolet wave-

lengths. The images were recorded 

by the Extreme Ultraviolet Imaging 

Telescope, aboard the Solar and 

Heliospheric Observatory, a space-

craft codeveloped by the European 

Space Agency and the United States 

National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration. Courtesy of SOHO/ 

EIT consortium.

Forthcoming in PMLA.........................................................................................1024

Editor’s Column. Are You Nervy Enough for PMLA1 ......................1025

Public Credit; or, The Feminization of Virtue in the Marketplace
Terry Mulcaire.....................................................................................................1029

Genres for the Prosecution: Pornography and the Gothic
Michael Gamer.....................................................................................................1043

Limits of Transliteration: Nigerian Writers’ Endeavors toward a 
National Literary Language
Michael C. Onwuemene.....................................................................................1055

Selected Papers from the MLA Convention. Early American 
Cinema and Politics
McKinley at Home (abstract) Jonathan Auerbach.........................1067
The Birth of an Empire Amy Kaplan .................................................1068
Micheaux’s Chesnutt Susan Gillman .................................................1080

Forum on Literatures of the Environment......................................1089

Forum
Contributions by Dennis Baron, T. Y. Booth, Daniel Boyarin,
Emily Budick, Monika Fludemik, Juergen Hahn, Nellie Y. McKay,
John L. Needham, Cary Nelson, Sivagami Subbaraman,
Michael Taub, and Jon Whitman ......................................................... 1105

Forthcoming Meetings and Conferences of General Interest . . . 1114

Index of Advertisers............................................................................1115

Professional Notes and Comment......................................................1136
Announcements 1136

Journal Notes 1140

Internet News 1142

Meeting of the MLA Executive Council 1142

Abstracts............................................................................................1166

Contents of Volume 114 (1999)...................................................... 1167

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900155117 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900155117



