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‘Newsround’ offers a platform for new discoveries that do not appear within the specialist contributions of this
year’s Archaeological Reports, but which nevertheless warrant emphasis, either as a result of their particular
characteristics or for the contribution they make to broader archaeological narratives. This section is not intended
to be exhaustive, but rather an overview of archaeological research in Greece. It comprises largely preliminary
reports (results of excavations that took place up to and including June 2024, where possible) that complement the
digital content made available through Archaeology in Greece Online (https://chronique.efa.gr). Due to the
diachronic nature of a number of the sites, and for ease of reference, the material is organized geographically in
the first instance and then chronologically (earliest to latest) within each section as far as possible.

Introduction

Fieldwork in 2023 and 2024 has provided important new perspectives on the social and
material histories of Greece from the Neolithic period to the modern era. The past year has
seen the continuation of established excavation programmes across Greece, as well as the
start of new fieldwork projects, which include architectural studies, surface surveys, and
excavations (Map 3.1). Key developments and discoveries from these projects are
summarized below in an attempt to emphasize not only the variety and scale of current
archaeological research in Greece but also the significance of these new finds.

East Macedonia and Thrace

In 2023, excavation continued at the prehistoric site of Dikili Tash (ID18611), directed by
Haido Koukouli-Chryssanthaki (Ephorate of Antiquities of Kavala), Dimitra Malamidou
(Ephorate of Antiquities of Serres), Pascal Darcque (Centre National de la Recherche
Scientifique), and Zoi Tsirtsoni (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique). Work
focused on Sector 9 of the site, located on the northern slope of the tell, where three large
Early Bronze Age structures were uncovered. One of these structures seems to have served
as a domestic space, which was then re-used for refuse; it contained several noteworthy
ceramic vessels, such as a pot with printed decoration on its neck (Fig. 3.1). In the
southwest area in Sector 9, more of the structure known as House 9-B was uncovered,
underneath the remains of another structure known as House 9-A. House 9-B contained
the remains of a cooking structure, identified as a probable hearth, and five postholes,
which could have been used to support a raised platform or floor (Fig. 3.2). The ceramic
vessels found in the area were probably stored on this platform. These vessels, which
include jars, bowls, and an unusual footed vase with incised decoration, date to the Late
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Map 3.1. Sites mentioned in text: |. Dikili Tash; 2. Doriskos; 3. Samothrace; 4. Molyvoti; 5. Philippi; 6. Thasos; 7. Amphipolis;
8. Terpni; 9. Thessaloniki; 10. Halos; I 1. Kastro Kallithea; |2. Nikopolis; |13. Eleon; 14. Gla; 15. Aghia Marina Pyrghos;
16. Delphi; 17. Amphissa; 18. Haliartos; 9. Gourimadi; 20. Chalkida; 21. Amarynthos; 22. Kotroni; 23. Kerameikos;
24. Kallithea; 25. Athenian Agora; 26. Mount Hellanion; 27. Aegina Harbour; 28. Pylos; 29. Mount Lykaion; 30. Helike;
31. Amykles; 32. Kleidi-Samikon; 33. Olympia; 34. Prasiai-Leonidio; 35. Aigeira; 36. Corinth; 37. Lechaion; 38. Tenea;
39. Nemea; 40. Mystras; 41. Fournoi; 42. Chalandriani; 43. Kea; 44. Despotiko; 45. Delos; 46. Rhenia; 47. Antikythera;
48. Vathy; 49. Kasos; 50. Sissi; 5 1. Gournia; 52. Papoura hill; 53. Archanes; 54. Malia; 55. Azoria; 56. Anavlochos; 57. Itanos;
58. Dreros; 59. Knossos.
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Neolithic 1I period. The layers above the
postholes also yielded a remarkable find of
seven folded gold leaves.

Work also continued at the ancient
settlement of Doriskos in 2023, directed by
Anca Dan (EfA and Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique) in collaboration with
a geophysical team from the University of
Kiel and a geomorphology team from the
University of Cologne (ID19568). The project
had three main aims in 2023: to map the
Evros river area; to identify any archaeolog-
ical remains found on the promontory; and to
undertake the geoarchaeological study of
potential ports and anchorages. Survey work
(which included magnetometry, ground-
penetrating radar, electromagnetic induc-
Fig. 3.1. Dikili Tash: globular pot with printed decora- tion, and seismic tests) was undertaken on
tion on its neck (N1169-03-307). © ASA/EfA. and around the acropolis at Doriskos. These

analyses revealed the layout of the ancient
town - in particular, its fortifications, roads, and houses. In addition, the geoarchaeological
survey in the Evros river area did not find any indications of a commercial port: instead, it
seems most probable that ships were pulled onto the beach.

On Samothrace, Bonna Wescoat (ASCSA) reports on the fourth field season of the
American excavations on the island (ID19596). In 2023, the project carried out excavation,
field survey, architectural study, and conservation at the Sanctuary of the Great Gods,
under the supervision of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Evros. Three trenches were opened
on the slope east of the Hieron (a large Hellenistic building at the centre of the sanctuary
with a Doric double colonnade), which uncovered a line of boulders that seem to represent
an ancient feature (Fig. 3.3), as well as the remains of large-scale plaster architectural
mouldings, some attached to terracotta tiles and some with indications of wooden
attachments. These trenches also uncovered the remains of a plaster floor with an
elevation equivalent to the stylobate of the Hieron to the east. Further work will determine
the extent of this floor and its relationship with the plaster mouldings.

Fig. 3.2. Dikili Tash: evidence for postholes in the southeast sector of the site. © ASA/EfA.
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Excavation in 2023 also
focused on Room 2 in the
West Gate, to better
understand its architec-
tural design and to iden-
tify the inner doorway
into the ancient city.
The team uncovered the
floor level of the room
and a doorjamb in the
northern wall (Fig. 3.4).
The exposed toichobate
(the supporting masonry
courses) and dado (the
lower part of the walls)
of both Rooms 1 and 2 in
this area contain stelae
cuttings in multiple sizes.
Some of the wall blocks

Fig. 3.3. Samothrace: photo-model of trench SGG.EofH.| at the end of the 2023 are cut back for the inset
excavations, with the boulder feature in the centre. © ASCSA. stelae, but no stelae have

Fig. 3.4. Samothrace: aerial view of the West Gate at the end of the 2023 excavations. © ASCSA.
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Fig. 3.5. Samothrace: detail of the stelae cuttings on the dado, toichobate, and wall courses at the West Gate.
© ASCSA.

been found yet (Fig. 3.5). Both rooms seem to have been reworked at a later date, with
certain doorways and corridors blocked. Finally, the project also continued its exploration
of the area between the sanctuary and the ancient city (Palaiopolis Archaeological Survey). Tt
recorded visible remains of structures
and natural features in the area and
carried out a magnetic gradiometry
survey of the region. The results show
that this area was intensely developed
both in the ancient world and into the
Byzantine period.

2023 also saw the final year of fieldwork
for the Molyvoti, Thrace, Archaeological
Project, a synergasia between the Ephorate
of Antiquities of Rhodope and the ASCSA
(ID19595). Nathan Arrington (Princeton
University and ASCSA), Thomas Tartaron
(Princeton University and ASCSA), Domna
Terzopoulou (Ephorate of Antiquities of
Rhodope), and Marina Tasaklaki (Ephorate
of Antiquities of Rhodope) report on the
discovery of a small Hellenistic temple at
the site (Fig. 3.6).

Work in 2023 focused on the fields in
the hinterland of the site, where previous
Fig. 3.6. Molyvoti: the small Hellenistic temple on the survey work },lad revc?aled artefaCts and
Molyvoti Peninsula. © Hellenic Ministry of Culture: surfaces associated with a p0551ble tem-
Ephorate of Antiquities of Rhodope. ple. In June and JU'ly 2023, excavation
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Fig. 3.7. Philippi: overview of the 2023 excavation zone. © University Excavation of Philippi / Hellenic Ministry of Culture.

revealed the full extent of the temple (10.80m x 7.90m), which includes a cella (the inner
area of the temple) with a probable hearth at the centre and a later pronaos (the vestibule
at the front of the temple). The temple also preserved a monolithic threshold, paved
surfaces, and drains, with some evidence for cult installations in the cella. The excavators
date the temple to the mid-third century BC. Based on the objects and assemblages found
at the site (which include miniature vases, incense burners, figurines, and worked antlers),
candidates for worship at the temple include Athena, Artemis, and Kybele. The temple was
not built on or associated with any earlier structures, but there is evidence for the later re-
use of the area. Activity continued into the Roman period, and the large numbers of pithoi
(large storage containers) recovered indicate that the temple later became an agricultural
installation. Elsewhere at the site, test trenches revealed finds that ranged from the
prehistoric to the Hellenistic periods, but few architectural remains. No stratified Archaic
or prehistoric contexts were uncovered.

In 2023, two projects continued work at ancient Philippi near Kavala. The first, directed
by Natalia Poulos (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki) in collaboration with Anastasios
Tantsis (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki) and Aristotelis Mentzos (Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki), embarked on a new excavation season in the area east of the main southern
street of the ancient town, where it intersects with the main northern street (ID19209). The
excavation uncovered the surface of the street, which was paved with marble (Fig. 3.7).
A bronze coin of Leo I (886-912 AD) found in the area seems to indicate that the use of the
street continued into the Byzantine period. The project was also able to identify the
elaborately decorated structure found in 2022 at the intersection of the two streets as a
monumental fountain, constructed in the second century AD but re-modelled for the last
time in the eighth or ninth centuries AD. Close to the fountain, the team found a sculpted
head similar to the head of Herakles uncovered in 2022 (see Koukouli-Chryssanthaki and
Malamidou 2022 on the significance of Herakles at ancient Philippi). The head represents a
beardless young man with a laurel wreath and has therefore been identified as a head of
Apollo, dated to the second or third century AD (Fig. 3.8). It seems probable that the two
sculpted heads found in this area originally adorned the monumental foundation.

Michel Séve (University of Lorraine) and Patrick Weber (architect) also continued their
architectural study of the forum at ancient Philippi in 2023, under the auspices of the EfA
(ID19566). They examined the impact of the 500 AD earthquake on the architecture of the
forum (see Séve and Weber 2023 for more details).
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Two study seasons also took place at
Thasos in 2023. A team led by Julien
Fournier (EfA and University of
Strasbourg) undertook the architectural
study of the ancient agora (ID19576). In
their examination of the paraskenia build-
ing in the agora, the team combined
epigraphic and architectural information
to propose that the building was in use
from the fourth century BC to the third
century AD.

Another team, led by Arthur Muller
(EfA and University of Lille) in collabora-
tion with Stavroula Dadaki (Ephorate of
Antiquities of Kavala) undertook the post-
excavation study of the area north of the
Artemision at Thasos (ID19577). They
cleaned the houses and streets uncovered
in previous excavation seasons and com-
Fig. 3.8. Philippi: sculpted marble head pictured in sty pleted the study of a mosaic pavement

during the 2023 excavations. © Hellenic Ministry of with circle decoration.
Culture: Ephorate of Antiquities of Kavala.

Central Macedonia

In central Macedonia, Natalia Kazakidi (Academy of Athens), Ioanna Vasileiadou (Aristotle
University of Thessaloniki), Zapheiria Roumelioti (University of Patras), and Dimitria
Malamidou (Ephorate of Antiquities of Serres) report on the 2023 study of the probable
stadium site at Amphipolis (ID19225). In 2023, the project (a collaboration between the
Academy of Athens, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, and the University of Patras,
under the auspices of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Serres) discovered the remains of an
arched entrance at the site. The construction appears similar to the exterior facade of the
nearby palaestra (gymnasium), which could indicate that the two structures are
contemporary, both constructed in the second century BC. Given that arched entrances
are attested in stadiums elsewhere in Greece, for example, at Nemea, Epidauros, and
Olympia, the entrance uncovered at Amphipolis supports the identification of a stadium in
the area, located close to the palaestra. This identification is important because it allows for
the reconstruction of major works at the
site in the Hellenistic period.

2023 also saw the second excavation
season at the ancient site of Terpni
(ID19570), a collaboration between
Laurianne Séve (EfA) and Dimitra
Malamidou (Ephorate of Antiquities of
Serres). The most important discovery of
the season was a basilica with five naves,
constructed in the sixth century AD. Work
also continued on the Late Antique church
first uncovered in 2022 (Fig. 3.9), dated to
the sixth and seventh centuries AD, where a
pavement with elaborate decoration was
found on the floor of the central nave

Fig. 3.9. Terpni: aerial view of the Late Antique church
at the site, first uncovered in 2022. © EfA.
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(Fig. 3.10). Elsewhere at the site, in
Zone 1, at least two successive phases
of occupation were discovered in
structures that seem to represent the
remains of houses or workshops.
These structures have been dated, on
the basis of the ceramic material, to
the fifth and sixth centuries AD. The
main finds in this area, however, were
the remains of a Late Roman oven with
an earlier pit underneath, most likely
from the Iron Age (Fig. 3.11).

In Thessaloniki, the Ministry of
Culture reports on the discovery of a
thirteenth-century church in October
2023 (ID19676). Excavations uncovered
the altar of the church as well as a
series of frescoes (e.g. Fig. 3.12), some
of which with attached gold leaves.
Bronze coins and ceramics were also
found in the area. The church was
associated with a nearby cemetery,
which contained at least 57 burials of
infants, children, and adults. The
skeletal material uncovered in the
cemetery includes some unusual and
important finds, such as two male
skeletons over two metres tall and the
Fig. 3.11. Terpni: protohistoric pit underneath a Roman oven  ckeleton of a pregnant woman who
in Zone 2. © EfA. died in childbirth (as identified by the
position of the skull of the foetus).

Fig. 3.10. Terpni: floor decoration in opus sectile, from the
Late Antique church at the site. © EfA.

Thessaly and Western Greece

In Thessaly, Vladimir Stissi (NIA)
reports on the excavation season at
Magoula Plataniotiki, east of the
Hellenistic city of Halos. In 2023, the
project continued with the excavation
work started in 2022 (ID18613), with a
focus on five different areas (Fig. 3.13).
Excavations in Rooms a and b in the
northern area of the site uncovered
several stone walls as well as the
Fig. 3.12. Thessaloniki: one of the frescoes discovered inside foundation levels underneath. No floor
the thirteenth-century church, showing the Virgin Mary. © levels were found, however, which

Hellenic Ministry of Culture: Ephorate of Antiquities of e 1i0r . .
A e = U made it difficult to identify the use of
Thessaloniki City.
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Fig. 3.13. Magoula: aerial view of the excavated area after the completion of the 2023 season. © NIA.

these structures. The sequence of fill layers in the rooms contained several objects
identified as votives, such as decorated ceramic vessels and inscribed sherds. Elsewhere, in
the southern area of the site, Rooms A and B presented a more complex picture. More
votive objects were found in these rooms, which include some dated to the sixth century
BC. In Room A, two mortared floors were found, in addition to a well with clay-lined walls
in the southwest corner of the room.

The excavators were able to identify three visible construction phases in Rooms A and
B. The earliest phase dates to the mid-fifth century BC (almost a century after the earliest
fill finds), but the rooms had been abandoned by the time of the probable destruction of
the site in 346 BC (Fig. 3.14). Rooms a and b in the northern area of the site also contained
at least three architectural phases, which could be contemporary to those uncovered in
Rooms A and B, but more work is required to establish the relationship between these
structures.

2023 also marked the third fieldwork season of the Central Achaia Phthiotis Survey (CAPS;
1D19598), directed by Dr Margriet Haagsma (University of Alberta) and Sophia Karapanou
(Ephorate of Antiquities of Larissa). The project, which represents the continuation of the
Kastro Kallithea Archaeological Project (see Haagsma et al. 2019), aims to explore the landscape
around the fourth- to second-century BC city at Kastro in Thessaly through the
development of alternative survey strategies for topographically challenging areas. The
2023 season involved further field-walking to the north and northeast of the Kastro, as well
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as the documentation of architectural
features identified in previous seasons
(Fig. 3.15). The survey results demonstrated
human activity from the Neolithic period to
the pre-modern, with a concentration of
evidence in the Byzantine and Ottoman
periods. There were very few prehistoric
finds. Overall, 7,369 pieces of pottery were
collected, as well as other artefacts such as
metals and lithics, which in some cases
seemed to be associated with architectural
remains.

The team also surveyed the site at
Kastraki, a small walled citadel near
Arabises densely covered with ceramic
material and stone artefacts (Fig. 3.16).
The survey discovered a fragment of an
Ionic frieze with traces of coloured paint.
Most finds were dated to the Classical and
Roman periods, but the area also yielded
some Late Helladic (LH) and Early Iron Age
material, as well as an unusual number of
loom-weights. The survey work was com-
bined with the study of architectural
features associated with areas of human
activity. Three main architectural features
were explored in the 2023 season: first, a
feature to the east of the Kastro dated to the
Hellenistic period, which could represent
some kind of fortification structure; second,
an Ottoman fountain; and third, a tholos tomb

Fig. 3.14. Magoula: Room B after the completion of the
2023 excavation season. © NIA.

Fig. 3.15. CAPS: areas around Kastro covered by Fig. 3.16. CAPS: digital elevation model of the magoula
pedestrian survey in 2019, 2021, 2022, and 2023. Maps named Kastraki Arabises, surveyed in 2023, produced
by Myles Chykerda. © CIG. by Margriet Haagsma. © CIG.
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Fig. 3.18. Nikopolis: view of the 2023 excavation area, with the possible Sebasteion in the foreground. © Hellenic
Ministry of Culture: Ephorate of Antiquities of Preveza.

(Tholos 14) with its contents looted but its architecture intact (Fig. 3.17). The structure and
stonework of the tomb are reminiscent of Mycenaean examples and could be intended to
establish a visual connection with more canonical Mycenaean tombs.

Finally, the Ministry of Culture reports on a new fieldwork project focused on the
systematic excavation of the forum at ancient Nikopolis in Epirus (ID19671; https://www.
culture.gov.gr/el/Information/SitePages/view.aspx?nID=4975#prettyPhoto), under  the
direction of Konstantinos Zachos (Ephorate of Antiquities of Preveza). The 2023
excavations concentrated on the square architectural complex west of the auditorium,
in order to explore the layout of the ancient forum in more detail, as well as the nature and
character of its different buildings (Fig. 3.18). Inside the complex, the team found a mosaic
floor that covered an area close to 350 square metres. Two inscribed marble plaques were
also found inside the complex, which provide important information about the use of the
structure. The first plaque, probably from a second-century AD wall inscription, mentions
an unidentified Roman emperor. The second preserves the inscription in its entirety: it
records a votive text in honour of the Roman emperors, dedicated by a local official. On
this basis, the complex has been tentatively identified as a possible Sebasteion, a space
dedicated to Imperial worship. It preserves at least two construction phases, from the
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second and fourth centuries AD. The first

i phase included a monumental entranceway

S and an impressive exterior facade with
- f multi-coloured marble slabs.

NWF4c

Central Greece

Brendan Burke (University of Victoria)
reports on the new excavation campaign
of the Eastern Boeotia Archaeological Project
(see Burke et al. 2020), which followed on
from the 2022 survey (ID19599; ID18585).
Between May and July 2023, nine new
trenches were opened at the site of ancient
Eleon (Fig. 3.19). North of the Blue Stone
Structure uncovered in 2016 (ID6179), the
burials of two individuals were uncovered
close to the surface, dated to the Medieval
period. These burials can be associated with
Fi . ) . Medieval remains elsewhere on the site,
ig. 3.19. Eleon: plan of the excavation units explored . .
in the 2023 season. © CIG. such as the Medieval tower on the acropolis
and the refuse pits in the northwest corner
of the site.

The 2023 excavation season also contin-
ued the exploration of Tomb 15, first
identified in 2018 (ID12964). The team
revealed the size and shape of the tomb
and uncovered the burials of three or four
individuals. The human remains were
concentrated in three different areas in
the tomb, which indicates some kind of
disturbance in antiquity, and no objects
were found in situ in the tomb.

Work also continued in the area of the
Mycenaean and Archaic fortification walls,
where several LH IIIC surfaces and an
intentional pavement were identified.
Trenches on the northwest side of the
acropolis (NWE4a, NWE4c, and NWF4c) also
Fig. 3.20. Eleon: fragments from an LH llIB bull krater. uncovered Several Late Bronze Age struc-
©qG. tures as well as a section of the perimeter

wall. The stone walls found in these
trenches date to the LH IIIB-C period; one notable find from this area is an LH IIIB bull
krater (Fig. 3.20). In addition, excavations in the south of the site revealed significant LH
IIIC architectural features associated with a destruction deposit. These areas were
undisturbed by later Medieval activity and contained very little Archaic and Classical
material beside the accumulation of wash deposits. Elsewhere in the southern area, a test
trench uncovered some of the earliest material from the site, dated between LH I and LH
IIA. Further work in 2024 will continue to investigate these areas, with a focus on the
earlier material and the Mycenaean perimeter wall.

SWFSh  SWESH
7
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Fig. 3.21. Gla: the architectural complex on the Mycenaean Acropolis, which shows structures Na, Nb, and Nc. © ASA.

Elsewhere in Central Greece, Eleni Kountouri (Archaeological Society at Athens) reports
on the 2023 excavation season at Gla (ID19592), which continued the work of the 2022
excavations (ID19204). The 2023 season concentrated on the Mycenaean structures visible
on the acropolis: the architectural structures Na, Nb, and Nc (Fig. 3.21). The continued
excavation of structure Na revealed ceramic sherds and small finds such as mudbricks and
pieces of polychrome stucco; part of a clay larnax was also found in situ. Similar finds were
unearthed in structure Nb, which allowed the excavators to reconstruct the construction
of the complex. Finally, the excavation of structure Nc revealed a substantial collapse
deposit that contained remains from the structure’s walls as well as evidence for fire.

Michael Lane (University of Maryland) reports on the 2023 excavation season of the
Kopaic Cultures, Economies, and Landscapes Project (KOCECOLA), at the prehistoric settlement
of Aghia Marina Pyrghos (ID19597). Work in 2023 focused on the excavation of three
areas: Trenches 6, 9, and 11 (Fig. 3.22). Trench 6 was situated on the north side of the
acropolis, where previous excavations as part of the Mycenaean Northeastern Kopais Project
(MYNEKO) (between 2016 and 2018) uncovered an early Mycenaean cemetery above the
remains of Middle Helladic houses. Excavations in this area did not uncover similar burial
and settlement evidence, however: instead, several wall foundations were found above a
fill dated to the LH IIB and LH IIIA periods. The construction seems consistent with LH I1IB
habitation and is similar to other LH IIIB constructions at the site (Fig. 3.23). It also
contains evidence of fire destructions in the LH IIIB period, as seen elsewhere at the site.

Trench 9 aimed to explore the LH IIIC structure uncovered in the previous MYNEKO
excavations. Excavations found further evidence for LH IIIC constructions at the site and
identified the possible re-use of abandoned LH IIIC structures later in the Geometric
period. Trench 11 explored a cist burial, which contained the fragmented remains of two
adult male skeletons, with a bronze pin, an arrowhead, and parts of a terracotta figurine.
The cist seems to have been looted, possibly in the Medieval period. It can be tentatively
dated to the early Mycenaean period, but it is also associated with Early Helladic ceramics.
Further work is needed to evaluate the timeline of these burials in more detail.

Overall, the discoveries of the KOCECOLA project in 2023 both continued and built on
the work of the MYNEKO excavations. The 2023 season uncovered settlement and burial
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Fig. 3.22. KOCECOLA: map of the Aghia Marina Pyrghos site, which shows current and future excavation units as
well as major architectural features. © KOCECOLA/University of Maryland.
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Fig. 3.23. KOCECOLA: view of Trench 6, with the architectural remains uncovered in 2023. © KOCECOLA/
University of Maryland.

evidence from the Middle Helladic and early Mycenaean periods and identified extensive
LH IIIB construction on the summit with additional evidence for later re-occupation.
Excavations at Delphi also continued in 2023, under the auspices of the EfA. The season,
led by Sandrine Huber (EfA and University of Lille) and Didier Laroche (National School of
Architecture of Strasbourg), continued work started in 2022 (ID19581; ID18554). It focused on
the Marmaria terrace, to better understand the chronology and topography of the Sanctuary
of Athena Pronaia. A trench in the eastern half of the cella uncovered several important
finds, which include a piece of a decorated armlet and a piece of sheet metal decorated with a
complex combat scene (Figs. 3.24 and 3.25). Another trench in the area uncovered evidence
for several destruction events as late as the first century BC to the second century AD.
Four trenches were also opened around the Great Altar, to identify the limits of the
structure to the east and west and to better understand its relationship with nearby
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Fig. 3.24. Delphi: pieces of a shield armband with decoration, discovered in 2023. © EfA.

Fig. 3.25. Delphi: pieces of sheet metal decorated with
a mythological scene with wrestlers, discovered in the
2023 excavations. © EfA.

architectural elements. These trenches
uncovered many burnt bones, interpreted
as sacrificial remains, as well as ceramics
and architectural terracottas. The deposits
date to the sixth century BC, but there is
also evidence for earlier occupation under-
neath. Further work in 2024 will continue
the exploration of the Great Altar.

The 2023 excavation season at Delphi
was undertaken in tandem with an archi-
tectural study. This study focused on the
structures on the Marmaria terrace, in
particular on the tholos (now re-identified
as a Philippeion), the Synedrion, and the
two-room oikos. It found that the oikos is
more recent than the Synedrion, and that
the Synedrion could have been uncovered
(i.e. that it did not have a roof). Another
team, directed by Vincent Baillet (EfA and
Archaeosciences Bordeaux), examined the
Temple of Apollo at Delphi, with a focus on
the traces of polychromy found on the
architectural blocks of the fourth-century
temple (ID19580). This study revealed the
use of blue pigment on the temple blocks, in
addition to the red pigment identified on
blocks at the Delphi museum. Finally, a
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team led by Guy Ackermann (EfA and University of Geneva) and Sotiria Kriemadi
(architect) carried out an architectural study of the Delphi gymnasium (ID19579). Several
phases of construction were identified: the earliest phase, built in the Doric order, can be
dated to the fourth century BC.

2023 also saw the first excavation season on the acropolis of Amphissa, a synergasia
between the Ephorate of Antiquities of Phocis and the EfA (ID19578). Nicolas Kyriakidis
(EfA) reports that trenches were opened in four areas of the ramparts, to clarify the
stratigraphic and architectural sequence of the site.

The first excavation area was located towards the south of the site in Sector 1, close to the
Classical and Hellenistic walls. Evidence for an earlier Archaic settlement in the area was
uncovered, which also seems to have been fortified. The second excavation area was located
on the top of the acropolis in Sector 2. Several Late Antique and Medieval contexts were
uncovered in this area, as well as two Late Antique tombs, which were found empty. The
third excavation area in Sector 3 did not reveal any ancient evidence above the bedrock. In
contrast, the fourth excavation area in Sector 5 found a tower that formed part of the
Classical and Hellenistic walls. Many tiles inscribed with the name of the city - Amphissa -
were also found in this area. Key discoveries from the first season of the project include the
identification of a fortified Archaic settlement, the re-evaluation of the size of the Classical
and Hellenistic acropolis, which was smaller than previously understood, and the
reconstruction of the re-use of the area as a necropolis in Late Antiquity.

Finally, John Bintliff (Leiden University) reports on the continued work of the Boeotia
Project, under the auspices of the NIA. Recent study seasons in 2022 and 2023 have
focused on the finds from the Haliartos urban and rural survey and from the urban
survey at Koroneia (see Bintliff 2016 for an overview of the work of the Boeotia Project
since its foundation). These studies were undertaken in tandem with the investigation of
the land use potential around the site of Haliartos through land mapping and drone
photography. The social anthropology branch of the project has also examined the
recent history and development of the modern town of Haliartos.

Euboea

Zarko Tankosic (University of Bergen), Paschalis Zafeiriades (Norwegian Institute at
Athens and University of Bergen), and Fanis Mavridis (EPS) report on the sixth season of
the Gourimadi Excavation Project
(ID19673). This project, led by the
Norwegian Institute at Athens,
focuses on the excavation of a
Late Neolithic and Early Bronze
Age site near Karystos in southern
Euboea.

In 2023, work continued in the
areas uncovered in previous sea-
sons, to clarify the stratigraphy of
the site and its architectural
features. Architectural features
discovered in the 2023 excavations
include additional stone-built
walls, postholes cut into the bed-
rock, and refuse pits (Fig. 3.26). The
excavation also exposed the foun-

Fig. 3.26. Gourimadi: the architectural features discovered in 2023  dations of several walls uncovered
at the site. © NIA.
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in earlier seasons (Fig. 3.27).
A thermal installation found in
Trench 4, possibly associated with
a nearby posthole, allowed for the
identification of the space as an
interior room used for domestic
activity. Two refuse pits in the
same area, which contained
ceramic sherds, obsidian, stone
tools, and a spindle whorl, provide
& additional insights into the nature
X ey of  domestic  activities  at
= =7 Gourimadi. Overall, the site pro-
vides important evidence for suc-
cessive architectural construction
phases from the earlier prehistoric
periods, which are exceptional for

Fig. 3.27. Gourimadi: view of Wall 14 in the northeast corner of
Trench |, with 20 of its original courses preserved. © NIA.

their high standards of preservation.

Elsewhere in Euboea, Joanita Vroom (University of Leiden) reports on the continued
work of the Beyond Chalkida: Landscape and Socio-Economic Transformations of its Hinterland
from Byzantine to Ottoman Times project (ID19674). In 2023, the project undertook the
intensive surface survey and architectural documentation of four known sites in the area:
Karaouli, Triada, Figes, and Kastri. The survey at Karaouli uncovered evidence (ceramics
and stone tools) for the continued use of the site from the Neolithic to the Late Medieval
periods. The results from Triada, however, were inconclusive, due to low visibility in the
area. The project also concentrated on the documentation of architectural remains at
these sites, which included Medieval churches, towers, and fortification enclosures.

At one site, Kastri, the project carried out the excavation of a test trench (Fig. 3.28) in
addition to the intensive surface survey. The survey of the plateau around Kastri yielded
ceramic sherds, coins, and stone elements made from serpentine, limestone, and jasper.
The area also contained the extensive remains of a fortified enclosure. The test trench,
which was located close to the area of a Christian church, uncovered an undisturbed
Medieval fill with many ceramics and other small finds, such as pieces of metal armour, an
arrowhead, and coins. These objects can be dated between the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries AD. Many human remains were also found, which were identified as at least
three separate burials. One of these burials was found intact: it represents an adult of

Fig. 3.28. Chalkida: aerial view of the trial trench at Kastri. © HMC Project / NIA.
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indeterminate sex, buried with ceramics and a Venetian coin placed close to the left hand.
Numerous infant bones were also found with this burial; the area seems to represent a
cemetery associated with the use of the church.

Work also continued at the site of Amarynthos in 2023 under the auspices of the Swiss
School of Archaeology in Greece. The excavation and survey project, directed by Sylvian
Fachard (ESAG) and Angeliki Simossi (Ephorate of Antiquities of Euboea), uncovered the
entirety of the Temple of Artemis in 2023 (ID19600). The temple was found to have three
different construction phases, dated between the eighth and the sixth centuries BC. For
further discussion of the excavation and finds from Amarynthos, Gourimadi, and other
sites in Euboea, refer to Tamara Saggini’s contribution on ‘Archaeological fieldwork and
research in Euboea: 2014-2024" (Chapter 4, this volume).

Athens and Attica

2023 saw the final season of the Kotroni Archaeological Survey Project (KASP) in Attica,
directed by Anastasia Dakouri-Hild (University of Virginia) and Stephen Davies (University
College Dublin) under the supervision of the Ephorate of Antiquities of East Attica and the
ITHSA (ID19627; see Agapiou et al. 2022 for an overview of the project). In 2023, the project
completed its programme of geophysical prospection: first, in the area of the tumulus
excavated in 1894, to explore whether nearby knolls could conceal additional funerary
mounds, and, second, in the area of the prehistoric site surveyed in 2021, which yielded
Middle and Late Bronze Age ceramics (ID18035; see Fig. 3.29 for an aerial view of the 2023
geophysics targets). Although the use of magnetometry revealed some archaeological
features, the later agricultural use of the area hindered the work.

2023 also saw the continuation of the ESAG excavations on Aegina, located on the
summit of Hellanion Oros, the highest mountain on the island (ID19633). The site includes
a modern church, with additional occupational evidence stretching back to the Middle
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Fig. 3.29. KASP: aerial view of the geophysics targets of the Kotroni Archaeological Survey Project in 2023. © IIHSA.
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Bronze Age. In 2023, excavations con-
centrated on the area north of the
church. The team uncovered a room
with three walls, dated to the Mycenaean
period, which was used for the storage of
ceramic vessels (see Fig. 3.30). At least 30
vessels were found inside the room,
mostly storage vessels and cooking pots.
Some drinking vessels were also found,
as well as spindle whorls and a stone
bowl. The ceramics have been dated to
the LH 11IB2 and LH IIIC periods, which
indicates that the site could have been
used as a place of refuge during this
transitional period of the Late Bronze
Age. Evidence for earlier occupation in
the area includes Middle Bronze Age
ceramics found underneath the later
Mycenaean structures, as well as south
of the modern church. The 2023 season
also uncovered material related to the
use of the site as a Sanctuary of Zeus in
the first millennium BC. On the summit
Fig. 3.30. Aegina: view of the Mycenaean structures of the mountain, just north of the
uncovered at the summit of Mount Hellanion. © ESAG. church, the team uncovered the founda-

tions of a possible shrine, with a black

ashy layer filled with burnt animal
bones. This area was associated with ceramics dated from the Geometric to the Roman
periods.

In Athens, the 2023 excavation season in the Kerameikos continued to explore the
area south of the Sacred Road (ID19629; see Fig. 3.31 for a plan of the area). Jutta
Stroszeck (DAI) reports that the project had two main aims: to understand the absence
of tombs outside the city walls and to explore the functions of the hydraulic
infrastructure found in this area. The 2023 season made several important discoveries:
first, the recovery of a mosaic floor decorated with fish and molluscs, first mentioned in
the 1880 Praktika volume (Koumanoudis 1880: 11). The team was able to analyse the
production date and technique of the mosaic for the first time: it is a pebble floor
mosaic dated to the fourth century BC (Fig. 3.32). Second, a drain decorated with mosaic
pebbles was discovered in a banqueting area in the northwest corner of the room with
the mosaic (Fig. 3.33). The drain led into a built channel used to divert wastewater from
floor cleaning. These discoveries not only contribute to current studies of ancient
Athenian infrastructure, but also help us to understand how people in ancient Athens
used these areas of the city.

Elsewhere in Athens, Eirini Skiaderesi (Ephorate of Antiquities of Piraeus and Islands)
reports on the recent rescue excavations at 6 Perikleous Street in Kallithea (ID18612),
which uncovered part of an ancient road (14.30m) in use from the sixth to the fourth
century BC. The road evidences at least three construction phases, probably linked to
destructions caused by a nearby river. It was identified by the excavators as a Classical
road that connected a rural deme in Attica to the city of Athens.

At the Athenian Agora, excavations continued between June and August 2023 (ID19631)
under the auspices of the ASCSA. John Papadopoulos (University of California, Los Angeles)
and Debby Sneed (California State University) report that work was undertaken, for the
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Fig. 3.31. Kerameikos: plan of the investigated area south of the Sacred Road by Stefan Biernath. © DAI.

KER23 VProts

webzi0] [0 oeriss) [ bau i) e 1084 |
Bl enpl sebs gwts

i g =

Fig. 3.32. Kerameikos: view of the mosaic floor from the banqueting area by Stefan Biernath. © DAI.

first time, in the area of 14 St Philip Street (Fig. 3.34). In the area Beta Kappa North,
excavations started at the foundations of the early modern constructions, and uncovered
earlier Ottoman, Late Byzantine, and Middle Byzantine horizons. Two refuse pits were also
found, one with animal horns and ceramic sherds mixed inside different fills and one with
a stony fill and mixed ceramic material, as well as a piece of an Ionic column capital. The
latter is the only datable context in the area, dated between the eleventh and twelfth
centuries AD, with at least one Islamic import.

In the Beta Kappa South area, a stone-lined square pit was found, which contained a
mixed fill with iron slag (which included hearth bottoms), in addition to stones, modern
plastics (some datable to the 1950s), and moulded bricks. The construction date of this pit
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Fig. 3.33. Kerameikos: channel VProtS-17 in the
banqueting area, seen from the southwest. © DAI
(Photo: Jutta Stroszeck).
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remains unclear, but it seems to have
functioned as a waste pit. Associated
ceramics are dated from the Archaic
period to the modern era, with some
prehistoric material. Other finds included
animal bones and coins. Elsewhere in this
area, excavators found pieces from a
human skull and a concentration of murex
shells. Area Beta Kappa West contained an
articulated equid skeleton with iron horse-
shoes in a mixed modern context, next to
a coarseware vessel (Fig. 3.35). Another pit
was also found in this area: a circular
stone-lined pit that contained mostly
modern material, associated with a nine-
teenth century flour mill. The 2023 season
at the Athenian Agora also involved
extensive  archaeobotanical research,
which focused on the recovery of archae-
obotanical materials from flotation and
the phytolith analysis of soil samples.
The Aegina Harbour-City Project also
continued in 2023 (ID19567). The project is
a collaboration between the EUA, the EfA,
and the Byzantine and Christian Museum,
directed by Kalliopi Baika (Aix-Marseille
University) and Jean-Christophe
Sourisseau (Aix-Marseille University) with

&NJI

Fig. 3.34. Athenian Agora: aerial photograph of central Athens, which shows the area of the 2023 excavations. © ASCSA.
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Fig. 3.35. Athenian Agora: articulated equid skeleton in Area Beta Kappa West. © ASCSA.

Fig. 3.36. Aegina: aerial view of the underwater port structures. © Hellenic Ministry of Culture: EUA/EfA/Aix-Marseille
Université — Masters of Maritime and Coastal Archaeology (Lionel Fadin, EfA).

Paraskevi Kalamara (Byzantine and Christian Museum) and Despoina Koutsoumba (EUA).
In Sector 1 on Kolonna beach, two Christian tombs, first discovered in 2022, were
excavated but found empty. The team also carried out a survey of the underwater stone
embankment in this area, around the Bay of Kolonna. Further work in Sector 2 involved
the excavation of one of the ship sheds built into the northeastern part of the port. The
team also focused on the architectural study of these constructions, as well as the two
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towers in the entrance to the port (Fig. 3.36). The sheds seem to date to the sixth or fifth
century BC, based on ceramic evidence. In Sector 3, the area of the modern commercial
harbour, a drone was used to identify a modern shipwreck, and in Sector 4, the team
undertook a survey of the embankment structures that located a line of conical rubble
structures underwater.

Peloponnese

Jack Davis (University of Cincinnati) and Sharon Stocker (University of Cincinnati) report
on the 2023 excavation season at the Palace of Nestor near Pylos (ID19634). The aims of the
2023 season were to explore the limits and character of the structures uncovered in 2021
and 2022 in the Demopoulos field (ID18403). In 2023, 290 square metres of the Demopoulos
field were opened, to make a total of 634 square metres explored in this area since 2021.
The excavators were able to make several important observations about the use of the
structures and spaces uncovered in this area (Fig. 3.37). First, the area contains multiple
architectural phases, dated from the MH II to the LH IIIB periods, with some phases as late
as LH IIIC. The focus of activities in the area also seems to have shifted from west to east
over this time period. Second, the architecture indicates a ritual function for the structures
found in this area, possibly associated with the mortuary sphere. The 2023 season also
continued work on the conservation and documentation of the finds from the Grave of the
Griffin Warrior and from Tholos VI and Tholos VII at the site. Fig. 3.38 shows a cosmetic
box from the Grave of the Griffin Warrior, conserved in 2023.

Elsewhere in the Peloponnese, as part of a synergasia with the Ephorate of Antiquities
of Arcadia, David Romano and Mary Voyatzis (both of the University of Arizona) report on

Fig. 3.37. Pylos: plan of the principal structures found in Area H after the 2023 excavations. © All rights reserved.
Courtesy of the Department of Classics, University of Cincinnati.
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Fig. 3.38. Pylos: gold cosmetic box from the Grave of the Griffin Warrior (SN24-0862). © All rights reserved.
Courtesy of the Department of Classics, University of Cincinnati.

the Mount Lykaion Excavation and Survey Project (ID19635; Romano and Voyatzis 2021). The
2023 study season focused on the ceramics and small finds from the altar of Zeus, with
additional work on the spatial relationships of the area.

Excavations at the Sanctuary of Poseidon at Helike also continued in 2023, directed by
Dora Katsonopolou (President of the Helike Society). Between May and June 2023, the team
uncovered two structures located close to the sanctuary (ID19636). The first structure,
dated to the eighth century BC, comprises compacted clay floors associated with walls with
at least three different construction phases. The second structure, dated to the seventh or
sixth century BC, was constructed on a temple-like stone foundation. It contained Archaic
pottery, clay figurines, and a bronze model of a snake’s head. To the east of these
structures, the team found objects (such as clay and bronze figurines, iron weapons, and
jewellery items) dated to the ninth and eighth centuries BC. These discoveries confirm that
the site was used for ritual activities as early as 850 BC, before the construction of the
sanctuary in 710 BC.

Adrien Delahaye (EfA) reports on the 2023 study season of the Amykles Research Project,
close to Sparta in Laconia (ID19587). The 2023 season concentrated on the Archaic ceramics
from the 2005-2022 excavations of the Amyklean Sanctuary of Apollo. In particular, it
focused on the quantification and study of the thousands of miniature vessels found in the
sanctuary between 2018 and 2020.

From 21 August to 29 September 2023, excavations also continued at Kleidi-Samikon in
Elis, a synergasia between the Ephorate of Antiquities of Elis, directed by Erofili-Iris Kolia,
and the OAW, directed by Birgitta Eder (ID19637). The directors report that the 2023 season
focused on the area of the presumed temple, first identified in 2021 and first excavated in
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Fig. 3.40. Kleidi-Samikon: the limestone column base from the earlier Archaic temple. © OAl.

2022 (Fig. 3.39). The team uncovered the southeast section of the temple, which included
the southeast wall of the cella and the pronaos. The total length of the building was
estimated at 28 metres, based on the combination of excavation and survey data.

Excavations uncovered a layer of roof tiles inside the temple from an earlier Archaic
structure at the site. This layer was interpreted as a fill for the construction of the floor.
Based on the discovery of a Hellenistic kantharos (drinking cup) within the layer, this
construction phase can be dated to 300 BC. Earlier phases of the temple were uncovered
underneath this fill. A limestone column base was found, which allowed for the
reconstruction of earlier phases of the cella and pronaos (Fig. 3.40). The earlier temple,
dated to the sixth century BC, was identified as a hekatompedon (100-foot-long building),
with an unusual architectural plan of two cella with axially arranged columns (Fig. 3.41).
The discovery of an Archaic temple secures the identification of the area as the sanctuary
of Poseidon known from literary sources.
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Fig. 3.41. Kleidi-Samikon: preliminary reconstruction of the plan of the temple by G. Ladstitter. © OAl.

Fig. 3.42. Olympia: geoarchaeological direct push soundings and boreholes south of the Southwest Baths. © DAI.

The DAI reports on the 2023 season at Olympia (ID19638), a synergasia between Erofili-
Iris Kolia (Ephorate of Antiquities of Elis), Oliver Pilz (University of Mainz), Andreas Vott
(University of Mainz), and Dennis Wilken (University of Kiel). As part of this project,
geoarchaeological, geophysical, and archaeological fieldwork was carried out in the area of
the sanctuary, to investigate the area to the south of the southwest baths at Olympia, in
particular, to better understand the alluvial deposits that cover the site (Fig. 3.42). Work
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focused on the so-called Blue Structure, first
identified in the initial 2021 survey. In 2023,
drill cores were used to identify the presence
of standing water in the area. Sections of the
Kladeos wall, excavated in 1995, could also
relate to this structure, but future research is
needed to clarify the relationship between
these constructions. The team also surveyed
an area north of the stadium at Olympia, on
the southeast slope of the Kronos hill, to
further explore a large rectangular building
first identified in 2021. Further surveys were
undertaken on the north slope of the hill, in
the area of the Sanctuary of Eileithyia. Initial
results were inconclusive, but work contin-
ues in 2024.

2023 also saw the first excavation season
Fig. 3.43. Leonidio: drone image of Area A, which of a new field project at Prasiai near
shows Tower A and parts of the fortification wall. © Leonidio-Plaka (ID19639), directed by
Hellenic Ministry of Culture: Ephorate of Antiquities of ~ Konstantinos Kissas (Ephorate of Antiquities
Arcadia / University of Graz. of Arcadia) and Peter Scherrer (University of

Graz). The project is a synergasia between the
Ephorate of Antiquities of Arcadia and the OAW, represented by the University of Graz. It aims
to explore the layout of the ancient town and fortifications at Prasiai, and to better understand
both the topography and the chronology of the site.

The 2023 excavation season started with the exploration of the fortifications. The team
first explored Tower A, located in the northeastern corner of the fortification walls
(Fig. 3.43). The excavation found some kind of entrance into the town, to be clarified with
further work in 2024, as well as the remains of a foundation deposit with ceramic vessels
and animal bones (Fig. 3.44). The excavations also revealed that Tower A, dated to the
fourth century BC, was built over older structures from the sixth century BC. Further work
on the terrace just above the modern road, between the houses previously excavated by
Giorgos Grigorakakis, uncovered little architectural evidence, but did reveal ceramic

Fig. 3.44. Leonidio: foundation deposit of several nested vessels in Trench Al. © University of Graz.
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Fig. 3.45. Leonidio: excavation plan of the trenches B-D, which shows the locations of the three graves. © Hellenic
Ministry of Culture: Ephorate of Antiquities of Arcadia / University of Graz.

material from the Mycenaean to the Geometric periods. This material seems to indicate
continued occupation in this area across this time period.

The most important finds on the terrace, however, were three large rectangular graves,
covered with stone slabs and roof tiles, dated to the Late Hellenistic-Early Roman period
(Fig. 3.45). Tomb 1 contained a complete skeleton but no objects (Fig. 3.46), while Tomb 2
contained no skeletal remains but one object, an unguentarium (small vase for precious
liquids). Tomb 3 contained an almost complete skeleton (with only its head missing) and
iron nails from a wooden coffin. A well-preserved iron strigil was also found at the feet of
the skeleton. These burials are similar to contemporary examples from Argos. They
indicate the presence of a Late Hellenistic-Early Roman necropolis on the site of the
former town. Excavations in September 2024 will continue work on the area of the
necropolis and its associated architectural remains.

Fig. 3.46. Leonidio: inhumation grave (Tomb |) from the Late Hellenistic—-Roman period. © University of Graz.
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Fig. 3.47. Aigeira: view of the acropolis and saddle area. © QAL

Walter Gauss (OAW) reports on the second excavation season at Aigeira (ID19640). The
project aims to explore the development of the site between the end of the Mycenaean
period and the start of the Hellenistic period, with a particular focus on the transformation
of the Mycenaean settlement into an early Greek sanctuary. The 2023 excavation season
concentrated on the so-called saddle area at the site (Fig. 3.47), with supplementary studies
undertaken in the area of the Solon excavations. After the topsoil was r