
Notes on the Contributors

Claude Allibert is Professor at the Institut National des Langues et Civilisations
Orientales (Paris). He heads the Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches sur l’Océan Indien
Occidental and edits the journal Etudes Océan Indien. He is the author of three books:
Mayotte, plaque tournante et microcosme de l’Océan Indien occidental (1984); the reissue
of Histoire de la Grande Isle Madagascar, with preface and critical notes (1995); and
Textes anciens sur la côte Est de l’Afrique et l’océan Indien occidental (1990); as well as of
60 articles. He was vice-president of Inalco from 2001 to 2005. Currently he is prepar-
ing a book on the Marvellous in the Indian Ocean in the year 1000. Address: Inalco, 2
rue de Lille, 75007 Paris, France. [email: callibert@inalco.fr]

Maurice Aymard an alumnus of ENS-Ulm and former member of the Ecole
Française in Rome and of the Casa Velázquez, has been professor at the Ecole des
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Modern and contemporary history of the
Mediterranean countries) since 1976 and Director of the Maison des Sciences de
l’Homme from 1992 to 2005. Secretary-general of the International Council for
Philosophy and the Humanistic Sciences since 1998, his research is concerned with
the economic and social development of modern Europe, with particular reference
to Italy (history of town and country, foreign trade, finance, consumption, migra-
tions, social hierarchies), to which he has devoted 10 years of archive research.
Among the publications he has edited are: Dutch Capitalism and World Capitalism/
Capitalisme hollandais et capitalisme mondial (1979), Storia d’Europa (with Perry
Anderson, Paul Bairoch, Walter Barberis and Carlo Ginzburg, 5 vols, 1993–6), La
Cour comme institution économique (with Marzio Romani, 1998), Les Européens (with
Hélène Ahrweiler, 2000). Address: Maison des sciences de l’homme, 54 boulevard
Raspail, 75006 Paris, France. [email: aymard@msh-paris.fr]

Jean Baubérot président d’honneur of the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, where
he is the holder of the chair ‘Histoire et Sociologie de la Laïcité’ – the only chair of sec-
ularism in French higher education – is founder and former director of the Groupe de
Sociologie des Religions et de la Laïcité (CNRS-EPHE). He has been a member of the
Ministry of National Education’s Commission on Private Higher Education since
2003. Among his recent books are: Laïcité 1905–2005, entre passion et raison (2004), De
la séparation des Eglises et de l’Etat à l’avenir de la laïcité (with M. Wieviorka, 2005),
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L’Intégrisme républicain contre la laïcité (2006) [http://jeanbauberotlaicite.blogspirit.
com]. Address: EPHE, 46 rue de Lille, 75007 Paris, France. 
[email: jeanbauberot@hotmail.com]

Mansura Haidar a specialist in Central Asian history, has been associated with
Aligarh Muslim University (India), where she worked as dean of the Faculty of
Social Sciences, coordinator of the Centre of Advanced Study, and chair of the
Department of History. She is the author of several books and over a hundred arti-
cles. Her recent publications include: Letters of Emperor Akbar (New Delhi, 1998),
Central Asia in the Sixteenth Century (New Delhi, 2002), Central Asian Impact on Mughal
Polity (New Delhi, 2003), Indo–Central Asian Relations (New Delhi, 2003), Medieval
Central Asia (New Delhi, 2004). She is the editor of Changing Identities in Central Asia
(New Delhi, in press) and was editor of Sufis, Sultans and Feudal Lords (New Delhi,
2004). Her current work focuses on Indo–West and Central Asian exchanges in the
sphere of medical sciences, fine arts and technology. Address: Aligarh Muslim
University, Aligarh 202 002, India. [mansurahaidar2000@yahoo.co.in]

Jacques Legrand is president of the Institut National des Langues et Civilisations
Orientales, where he has been professor of Mongolian language and literature since
1989. Author of a dozen books and several dozen articles on Mongolian history, 
culture and language, he contributed to the UNESCO programme ‘Etude intégrale
des Routes de la Soie, routes du dialogue’, and took part in the ‘Route des nomades’
expedition (Mongolia, July 1992). He was asked by UNESCO to develop a project to
create in Mongolia an Institut International pour l’Etude des Civilisations Nomades,
which was subsequently founded in September 1998. Address: Inalco, 2 rue de Lille,
75007 Paris, France. [jacques.legrand@inalco.fr]

André Lemaire after working as a research director at the Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique, holds the Chair in Hebrew and Aramaic philology and 
epigraphy at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (Sorbonne, Paris). He has pub-
lished some 10 books and 400 articles specializing in the field of western Semitic
epigraphy, the Hebrew bible and the history of the ancient Levant. These include:
Nouvelles tablettes araméennes (Geneva, 2001); Nouvelles inscriptions araméennes
d’Idumée II (Paris, 2002), La Naissance du monothéisme. Point de vue d’un historien (Paris,
2003), Histoire du peuple hébreu (Paris, 2008). Address: 21bis avenue de Stalingrad,
91120 Palaiseau, France. [andrelemaire@hotmail.com]

Jacques Michaux is professor at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (Life and
Earth Sciences section). His research follows three directions: the study of fossil
muridae (rats, mice and the many species related to them), geological chronology,
and evolution. As regards the last topic he is particularly interested in island rodents,
as island conditions provide the opportunity for aspects of evolution that are marked
by the acquisition of often extreme morphological characteristics, whose functional
and adaptive significance and modes of introduction need to be established. The
interesting aspects of species that live among humans therefore arise from their
recent origin: when new species can be introduced into an island environment,
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studying the first modifications they undergo gives an impression of the early stages
with which island evolutions may have begun. Address: Institut des sciences de
l’Evolution, Université Montpellier 2, 34095 Montpellier cedex 05, France.
[michaux@isem.univ-montp2.fr]

Michael Palencia-Roth Trowbridge Scholar in Literary Studies and Professor of
Comparative and World Literature at the University of Illinois, has published books
and monographs (authored and edited) on Gabriel García Márquez, Thomas Mann,
James Joyce, the conquest period in Latin America, the Holocaust, comparative liter-
ature as a discipline, and comparative civilizational analysis. He has been awarded
several major national fellowships, including two each from the Newberry Library,
the John Carter Brown Library, and the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and has delivered invited and keynote lectures all over the world. He has been 
president of three international learnèd societies: the International Society for the
Comparative Study of Civilizations; the Association of Departments and Programs
of Comparative Literature; and the Association of Colombianists. In June 1998 he
was decorated in Colombia with the Order of Merit in Art and Culture Pedro
Morales Pino for his contributions to Colombian letters. Address: University of
Illinois, 707 South Matthews Avenue, Urbana, IL 61801, USA. [palencia@uiuc.edu]

Jean-Noël Robert is professor in the Sciences of Religion section at the Ecole
Pratique des Hautes Etudes, where he holds the chair in Japanese Buddhism. He has
specialized in particular in the study of Buddhist doctrines as they developed in
Japan starting in China, and especially the Tendai school, perhaps the most remark-
able of them because of its scholastic system. At the moment he is working on
medieval Japanese Buddhist poetry devoted to the Lotus Sûtra, as well as the first
Chinese translation of the text. Member of the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-
Lettres since 2006, he is responsible for continuing the great project for a Dictionnaire
encyclopédique du bouddhisme based on Chinese and Japanese sources (Hôbôgirin),
which was started in 1926 and whose eighth volume was published in 2003. He has
published in particular: Les Doctrines de l’école Japonaise Tendai au début du IXe siècle
(1990); Le Sûtra du Lotus, a translation of the Chinese version by Kumârajîva (1997),
and is the author of several articles in Japanese, English and French. Address: EPHE,
46 rue de Lille, 75007 Paris, France. [jeannoelrobert@wanadoo.fr]

John Rogister a corresponding member of the Institut de France and an associate
director of studies at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes since 1988, obtained his
DPhil from the University of Oxford in 1972 and is the author of Louis XV and the
Parlement of Paris, 1737–1755 (Cambridge University Press, 1995). He has been a
guest professor three times at the Collège de France (1987, 1999 and 2006) and has
taught at the Universities of Durham, Paris-X Nanterre, Paul Valéry-Montpellier III
and Lyon II. He is président d’honneur of the Commission Internationale pour
l’Histoire des Assemblées d’Etats and was founder-editor (1981–90) of its journal
Parliaments, Estates & Representation. Address: 4 The Peth, Durham City DH1 4PZ, UK.
[j.m.rogister@durham.ac.uk]
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Chiwaki Shinoda a professor at Hiroshima City University, is the author of sev-
eral books on werewolves, the dragon and basic forms of Japanese civilization, as
well as studies on fantasy authors such as Hyakken and Nerval. He is also the author
with F. Bihan-Faou of a French edition of Japanese tales (De Serpents galants et
d’autres, 1992) and several translations into Japanese of French literary texts. Address:
Hiroshima City University, 3-4-1 Ozuka-Higashi, Asa-Minami-Ku, Hiroshima 731-
3194, Japan. [iacs2@yahoo.co.jp]

Yu Liu professor of English at Niagara County Community College in upstate
New York, is the author of the book Poetics and Politics: The Revolutions of Wordsworth
(1999) and has published essays in various American scholarly journals. Address:
Niagara County Community College, 3111 Saunders Settlement Road, Sanborn, NY
14132, USA. [yuliu2001@hotmail.com]
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