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omission. Their core audience, for now, are fellow
archaeologists like me: scholars who know something
about the site but whose understanding remain
entangled within previous interpretations that by now
have been given the weight of tradition.

The volume begins with an introduction by Gian-
carlo Marcone that positions the volume as a critique
of Pachacamac’s classic interpretation. Richard Burger
and Lucy Salazar then discuss the Lurin Valley before
Pachacamac, suggesting that the site emerged near
the beginning of the first millennium AD after the
decline of the region’s U-shaped temple tradition. In
Chapter 3, Izumi Shimada, Rafael Segura, and Barbara
Winsborough argue that Pachacamac drew religious
significance from both its location near water sources
and its resilience to the natural disasters that plagued
the Central Coast. Marcone then reminds the reader
that Pachacamac’s rise was associated with the coales-
cence of the Lima Culture, arguing that the site first
rose to prominence in the mid-first millennium AD
as the capital of a Lima State.

Wari expansion plays a limited role in Unveiling
Pachacamac’s interpretations, with the site likely
abandoned from about AD 800 to 1000. The first pyra-
mid with ramps dates to Pachacamac’s reoccupation,
and Enrique Lépez-Hurtado and Andrea Gonzales
Lombardi’s chapter discusses how the site was
reconfigured to become the religious center for the
Yschma Polity. They view the site through the lens
of independent elites living in the nearby village of
Panquilma, who legitimized their power, in part,
through their links to Pachacamac. For Lépez-Hurtado
and Lombardi, Pachacamac was the centripetal force
that maintained Yschma identity in the Lurin and
neighboring Rimac Valleys. The Inca then transformed
the site into an important central Andean pilgrimage
center.

The last three chapters also look at this Yschma—
Inca transition but focus more on Pachacamac itself.
Krzysztof Makowski discusses Pachacamac’s layout
during the Inca Empire, suggesting that almost the
entire site that is visible today was the result of suc-
cessive imperial building campaigns with different
agendas. Denise Pozzi-Escott and Katiusha Bernuy’s
chapter focuses on the north—south street that
bisected the site. They argue that the street was com-
pleted during the Inca Empire and served as a ritual
way that led pilgrims toward the Temple of Pachaca-
mac. Lawrence Owens and Peter Eeckhout, in con-
trast, emphasize the Yschma contributions to the
settlement and posit that many of the site’s core fea-
tures predate Inca arrival. The authors favor a more
incremental model for Pachacamac’s development,
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rather than one that relies on sudden environmental
or political changes.

All the authors in Unveiling Pachacamac agree that
current archaeological evidence fails to support the
traditional model of the oracle’s enduring function
and importance. Nonetheless, there is, in Owens and
Eeckhout’s words, “an unfortunate lack of consensus
concerning what happened, when at Pachacamac”
(p. 192). Reading the book is therefore both exhilarat-
ing and depressing. It is exhilarating because archaeo-
logical fieldwork is dislodging the essentialized vision
of an unchanging Pachacamac. It is depressing
because it can sometimes feel that our understanding
of the site has advanced little since the time of Uhle.
Despite so much fieldwork, core site elements are
still up for debate: no two research projects, for
example, seem to agree on the functions and dating
of the pyramids with ramps. And neither more radio-
carbon dates nor finer ceramic seriation seems to
definitively separate Yschma from Inca-era alterations.
Yet, rereading Uhle’s 1903 excavation report reminds
me of how far we have come. Although the veil may
never completely lift from Pachacamac, we are begin-
ning to see the site more clearly thanks to the tireless
efforts of this volume’s authors.

A Historical Archaeology of Early Spanish Colonial
Urbanism in Central America. William R. Fowler.
2022. University Press of Florida, Gainesville. xxvi
+ 360 pp., 37 illust. $110.00 (hardcover), ISBN
9780813069128.

Reviewed by Esteban Gémez, University of Denver

William R. Fowler’s book provides an important con-
tribution to the growing body of literature on the com-
plexities of the Spanish colonial experience. His text is
impressive in the amount of material it covers, which
ranges from a review of the foundational theories
and frameworks framing historical archaeology to an
extensive historiography on the cultural significance
of Spanish urbanism during the Reconquista. Fowler’s
primary goal is to establish the enduring importance
urbanism played in the colonization of the Americas,
from the first acta de fundacion on the island of His-
paniola to the subsequent emergence of the globalized
“capitalist project” that immersed every vecino. Ar-
chaeological research at Ciudad Vieja highlights the
importance of local context in the longue durée of
Spanish city building—a practice that not only re-
imagined the physical landscape of the Americas but
was also used as a tool to “pacify” and “civilize” the
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Indigenous populations. A great deal of attention is
also directed to the “epochal agents” that set the
stage for America’s “grand design.”

The book is organized in three parts. In Part I,
Fowler draws on the “haunts” that continue to inform
our contemporary realities. Introduced by Charles
Orser, the four haunts of modernity are colonialism,
Eurocentrism, capitalism, and racialization. These
intersect with one another and are bound by epochal
substructures or “vectors of inequality,” such as gen-
der, lineage, production, and tribute. The discussion
of these four haunts of modernity is accompanied by
an overview of the four overarching frameworks that
have come to shape current archaeology: structural
history, social network theory, world-systems anal-
ysis, and dialectical thinking. Each of the haunts and
theoretical frameworks is used to trace, temporally
and spatially, how the actions and practices of those
who founded Ciudad Vieja in present-day El Salvador
fell in line within a specific historical structure of
Spanish city building. Temporally, the sixteenth-
century Spanish colonial towns of the Americas phys-
ically and symbolically linked their conquistadors with
the Christian crusaders committed to taking back
Al-Andalus, the Muslim-held territories of the Iberian
Peninsula. The repeated act of establishing towns at the
point of arrival was a form of placemaking that defined
both the Reconquista and the terraforming of the
Americas. Spatially, the urbanization of the colonial
countryside resembled the medieval Christianization
of Castile. Municipal governance provided town coun-
cils the opportunity to deal directly both with the
Crown and colonial viceroyalties.

In Part II, Fowler provides the sociocultural back-
ground for the establishment of Ciudad Vieja and later
San Salvador in El Salvador. Founded in 1525 and
then abandoned in 1560, Ciudad Vieja included Spanish
residents, a Mesoamerican population of yndios conquis-
tadores from Mexico, and the local Pipil. Although Fow-
ler’s central objective is to offer a review of the
archaeological work undertaken at Ciudad Vieja and in
the surrounding areas, his secondary aim is to provide
a comprehensive microhistory for the city and region
that situates the principal actors and places within the
long-term institutional practices of the Spanish colonial
project. In stressing local microhistories, Fowler gives
limited attention to the role Indigenous households and
communities played in the development of Spanish colo-
nial towns. Much of his attention is devoted to the indi-
vidual actions of the principal European actors in the
story of Spanish colonial urbanism.

Some of the most pressing critiques of Fowler’s
book apply to Part I1I. In a book about social urbanism
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set in a multicultural Central American town, readers
learn little about the practices of urban planning that
existed before the arrival of the Europeans or about
the different ways Indigenous peoples shaped the colo-
nial landscape. Low-density cities were already in
existence before the arrival of the Spanish. They
may not have had the orthogonal grids of Spanish cit-
ies, but they did have some of the most defining features
of cities: social networks that allowed for unstructured
encounters at multiple social, temporal, and spatial
scales. The city was not a foreign concept to the Indige-
nous inhabitants of the Americas. What separated Span-
ish urban centers from the already existing precolonial
cities was the ability to use towns to forcibly claim ter-
ritories, subjugate populations, and connect these mu-
nicipalities to global markets.

Instead, Part III focuses on the architectural fea-
tures specific to Spanish colonial towns and the
“major protagonists” who founded them, such as
Pedro de Alvarado and Pedrarias Dévila, the two cruel-
est warmongerers of the sixteenth century. The land-
scape and its Indigenous peoples become decorative
background: a mystical territory on which the maraud-
ing Spanish protagonists can navigate and implant
their seeds of modernity. Fowler also describes cities
as the primary agents responsible for the transfor-
mation of the Americas. Yet, even though the Spanish
used cities to leverage their power, cities were only
part of the story. As noted in the book, many towns
were founded only to be abandoned. Many others failed.
In eastern El Salvador, San Miguel de la Frontera met the
same fate as Ciudad Vieja. It was founded, abandoned,
and then reestablished in another location. In addition,
the Indigenous peoples of eastern El Salvador were
displaced, enslaved, and forced to labor and perish not
in cities but on indigo plantations and cattle ranches
located far from colonial urban centers. These two insti-
tutional practices influenced their respective physical
and sociocultural landscapes more than cities ever did.

Both these issues are not difficult to resolve but
would have required a more refined commitment to
understanding the role marginalized characters, like
Indigenous communities and women, played in the
shaping of colonial urban centers. This was partly
done in the “gender” section (a discussion that is woe-
fully outdated) of Chapter 2, when Fowler describes
the story of Isabel Costilla, a mestiza woman born in
San Salvador in 1529 who lost her father’s encomi-
enda because she was a natural-born daughter with
no legitimate claim to her father’s land. We need
more stories like Isabel Costilla’s to better understand
the complexities of the colonial experience in the
Americas, inside and outside cities.
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