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f)lundred similar ones. They give the true flavour of the whole feast
rIil'actical wisdom.

e volume is produced with the taste and care that one has
to assoclate with Sheed & Ward. The illustrations are aptly
“OSen, and include, as a Frontispiece, the admirable pencil por-
\\tallt of the Cardinal which appeared in the Sunday Ewpress, as
alel a3 the now famous cartoons by Giles (of the Daily Express)
tld Vicky (of the News ("hronicle). The period covered is from 1944
10 19‘%8. Since the latter date His liminence has provided ample
Naterial for another volume of the same sort, notwithstanding his
leeply regretted period of ilthealth, and we look forward to its
“arly appearance. Hinary J. CARPENTER, O.P.

L Famumy ar Beruaxy. By Alfred O’'Rahilly. (Cork University
})I'BSS: B. H. Blackwell; 125.6d.)

Thig particularly welcome publication is best described as u
:'/“'*')Jcl study, the first of a series of gospel studies which, we are
§a( to hear, are nearly ready. Would that more and more—layfolk
and clergy alike—would read this work of a layman, take to such
Sudies, and ceaselessly foster richly profitable commentaries on
¢ Sacred Text. These studies are certainly devotional in the
"S&“Se of well-informed, enlightened devotion; in reading them we
e well away from the plaint of those who assert that in biblical
“Ommentaries they find hardly anything to raise their minds to
1:0‘_1, nourish their souls, and foster their interior life, and therefore
Ilalllﬁain that recourse should be had to a spiritual and so-called
n-V'?tlcal interpretation.” (Divino Afflante, C.T.S. Edition, § 30.)

o he method followed is: first, a literal translation of the passage
thIOSEH for study, then ‘Notes on the text’, calculated to bring out
see .full force of the literal rendering; then the ‘study’ in various
N Ctions, sometimes bringing out an apologetic aspect, or develop-
nents in topography (as with the tomb of Lazarus), or represen-
I)a Ons in early Christian art. The least satisfactory sidq of this
egf()k is the apologetic. There is an excessive preoccupation w1t}1
v ete'situutions; we do not live in an age that dotes on Renan’s
\?gﬂl‘les. More successful are developments on the Martha and
1.2y theme and piquant remarks on the failure of modern English
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1;“" to recognise the place of contemplative life in society. Careful
\i‘ﬁmmation of the evidence leads to the conclusion that the Sinful

alloma'n" Mary the sister of Martha, and Mary Magdalen are, in
s Probability, one and the same woman. It is cleax: that t}}e author
i:s put immense, and loving, labour into these ‘studies’; and it
\‘1 Pleasing to see the wide range of his reading, his use e.g. of
ntthew Black’s Aramaic Approach to the Gospels and Acts or
reona-'ﬁus Baldi’s Enchiridion Locorum Sanctorum. And the whole
I‘Su.It reads passing well, were it not for some arresting idiosyn-
loasles of language, e.g. ‘how could the Heart of Jesus 1'e51s_t this
Ve-sped missive?’ (p. 36); and sometimes a strange ‘raciness’,
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e.g. ‘Martha . . . having an active, extrovert mind, being a gO"d
caterer . . . naturally thought that this service was the best expres
sion of her devotion. . . .' (p. 22). And few would care for t2€
form “Jair's daughter’. However, despite such limitations, we would
welcome these and similar studies which can do so much to maf®
us appreciate and love the ‘very Word of God given to men unde?
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost’.
Roranp Porrer, 0.1

Lia ReoLr pu CARMEL Er soN EsprIT, by Francois de Sainte Marie

0.C.D. (Editions du Seuil; n.p.)

In a certain sense it can be said that St Teresa and St John Of
the Cross tend to overshadow the Order to which they belonge®
strange as it is, many study the works of these two great sall
and know little or nothing of the rock from which they were hew!
That is a pity, because their teaching, though of wider applicatio?;
is the product of the Carmelite way of life, and a knowledge ©
the basic elements of this life is from one point of view a useft
introduction to the teaching of its giants. Pére Francois has pro
duced a handy little book of the Carmelite Rule; its eighteen short
chapters occupy ten pages at the beginning. The rest of the bo0
contains an excellent commentary which brings out clearly the
spirit and authentic interpretation of this Rule.

1t is called the primitive Rule because it is the first known Cal”
melite Rule given to the hermits of Mount Carmel by Albe!
Avogardo, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, about the year 1209'
approved by Honorius III in 1226 (1622 on p. 10 is an obviot$
misprint), touched up by the two Dominican revisers in 1247 ab
finally approved at Lyons in 1274. After various mitigations grante
by Fugenius IV in 1431, blessed John Soreth strove for bette’
observance, but it was left to St Teresa and St John of the Cros®
to effect a return to the primitive Rule though it caused the divisio?
of the Order into two autonomous branches—Calced and Discalce?:
The Discaleed still follow the primitive Rule. Perusal of the Rule
and this commentary bring out very clearlv the contemplative a7
eremitical nature of Carmelite life, and its traditional mediev®
largeness of spirit. That is a point which requires stressing becaus®
Discalced (all but synonymous with ‘reformed’) has much of ?
post-Tridentine flavour about it, and to identify Carmelite life 1
its most authentic interpretation—that of the primitive Rule—w!
all the manifestations of the counter-reformation religious refOl'Ig
is tc misunderstand ‘it radically. Pére Francois is to be congratulat!
on this book, a useful and even necessary companion to his earh®
and no less admirable Les plus vieux textes du Carmel, whic
appeared in this same series (La Vigne du Carmel) in 1945,

LANCELOT SHEPPARD-

https://doi.org/10.1017/50269359300020498 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300020498

