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approche de fagon plus stire. M. Pepper a su assouplir son oreille 4 tous les intervalles
musicaux; il a su garder liés le motif d’inspiration, la mélodie et le rythme qui se créent
Pun Pautre, et la création poétique sans lequel les autres éléments n’existent pas.

La démonstration parfaite fut donnée de cette interpénétration intime des gentes, dans
le chant des funérailles kouyous, ot le théme musical najt d’un sanglot, se construit et se
développe ensuite. Auparavant, le rythme, dans le réglement d’un différend, avait entrainé
la conviction générale, sociale, des individus.

Au début de sa conférence, M. Pepper avait fait entendre un langage tambouriné banda
ou le linga reproduit les qualités musicales de la voix, puis un chant magique entrecoupé
des coups de sifflets exorciseurs, tandis que sous I’accompagnement des pluriarcs, le nganga
improvise: ‘ Le Soleil se couche; il fait nuit; mais je vors. ..

Un cheeur d’olifants batékés ramena, dans les critéres occidentaux, 4 quelques siécles en
arriére par la combinaison, dans une gamme pentatonique, d’éléments musicaux simples.
Puis, aprés des danses de veillée mortuaire, un cheeur de femmes ol la cloche gemellée
rythme le chant accompagnant la naissance des esprits-jumeaux, une ° berceuse pour un
enfant qui vient d’étre tatoué ’, M. Pepper fit entendre les chants d’initiation et les chants
thérapeutiques de I'ikébé, interprétés par des voix d’une densité, d’une vibration étonnantes.

Ce fut ensuite I’extraordinaire poéme chanté du chasseur: ¢ La rosée du matin me trompe ’
et le retour triomphal, rauque, étrange, avec ses tyroliennes désarticulées. Mais peu aprés
ce sera la voix nostalgique, attachante, grave, d’un vieillard babinga dans le chant de
I’éléphant, puis, pour terminer, le cheeur de la divination par le feu.

Scientific Council for Africa South of the Sahara (C.S.A.)

TrE second report of C.S.A., for the period July 1952 to June 1953, gives a brief account
of the organizational structure of scientific and technical co-operation in Africa which has
come into being in the course of four years since the African Regional Scientific Conference
held at Johannesburg in 1949 (see Africa, xxi. 2, p. 151; xxiii. 2, p. 157). The tasks and the
achievements of C.S.A. should be considered in relation to the whole structure, the various
units of which each produces its own report, but is subject to the approval of its annual
budget by the Commission for Technical Co-operation in Africa South of the Sahara
(C.C.T.A)).

The third session of the C.S.A. Council was held in August 1952 at Bukavu (Costermans-
ville) in the Belgian Congo. The Council reviewed existing agencies for scientific collabora-
tion in Africa and recommended that a joint C.C.T.A./C.S.A. working party should discuss
the position and make recommendations for those subjects which were not yet covered.
In reviewing scientific subjects the Council paid special attention to maps and survey,
geology, meteorology, zoology, fisheries, and social studies.

Other meetings held by C.S.A. during the year included a specialist meeting on fauna
research held in October 1952 at Nairobi and a meeting of specialists engaged in the plan-
ning of social research held in February—March 1953 at Makerere College, Uganda. At this
meeting emphasis was laid on the need for a system of collaboration in many branches of
social science. In addition a substantial number of problems which require a co-ordinated
approach was listed. The discussion revealed the need for a concise statement on the many
organizations and institutes engaged on social studies in Africa and on the work being
undertaken at the present time. Members of the meeting undertook to prepare statements
for their countries ot sub-regions and these will be included in C.S.A.’s publication No 7.

C.S.A. has in preparation a directory of the scientific institutes and organizations in the
region, including the fields of work covered and the facilities available at each. Work is
also being done on the preparation of a descriptive list of major scientific problems and
joint projects applying to the region as a whole.
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