LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

examination of three very important Biblical theologians, Dodd, Cullmat a;i

Wright, the last of whom is the least well-known but whose insistence 0% b
value of the Old in undesstanding the New Testament is worth attention-
two final chapters are concerned with the difficulties to be encountered i g
‘banausic civilization’ in the face of the poetic language of the Bible, and §h0 /
that the scriptures are being continually fulfilled, that the biblical history ¥ o
history. The book is well annotated and indexed. ’
ALEXANDER NEWMAN, &

OUR LADY AND THE CHURCH, by Hugo Rahner, s.j.; Darton, Long®”
and Todd, 13s. 6d.

It is difficult to say enough in praise of this glorious book. It is the re-discovey’
in and through the Fathers, of devotion to Mary as devotion to the Cl s
and vice versa. The introductory chapter sets the theme: ‘Mary eSSCn“?H Yat
symbol of the Church’. This is not just 4 new way (or old way) of Jookins
our Lady, that may happen to appeal. It is the way of looking at her. The® o
chapters, ‘Immaculate’ and ‘Ever Virgin’, show us these two Marian do
as finding their true significance in what the Church is: she who is redeet® .
made immaculate; and she who is the faithful bride, uncorrupted by her .
Chapters 4, 5, and 6 develop the pattern Mother Mary—Mother Chur i
Mary, because Mother of Christ, therefore our mother; the Church, be’ca ol
our mother, therefore mother of Christ. Then in ‘Growth in Holiness jJy
‘Mulier Fortis’” Fr Rahner outlines a devotion to our Lady relevant © =" ¢
living which makes sense. It has nothing to do with that superficial ‘hen;zok
direct, ultimately quite artificial ‘limitation’ (I remember a devotional e
telling me, for an example to me, that ‘her blue veil was uncmmpledt; an Holy
story of the Irishwoman, mother of ten, bursting out after a typi® o
Family sermon, ‘Her one!’). Here, the important text is ‘Who is my @ 0 the
and who are my brethren?. We tumn from realising that the Church ¥ dhe
mother of Christ as being our mother, to realising that we ourselves 3 -
Church, and hence must be the meother of Christ. But, as St Ambrose Sazsi-of
Not all have brought to birth, not all are perfect, not all are ‘Mary 'not
even though they have conceived Christ by the Holy Ghost, they haveGod,
all brought him to birth. There are those who thrust out the word ¢hef
as it were miscarrying. See to it therefore that you do the will of the F2
so that you may be the mother of Christ. .08
As Fr Rahner comments, “‘When we come to look upon sin after baptis?® of
the threat of the loss of everlasting life in this context of the Marian my:;:c:ioﬂ
the Church, we begin to see the problem of striving after spiritual pe o P
in a new light’. There is indeed all the difference in the world betwe™ -
artificial exhortation to be like Mary and a real summons to be Mary-
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eW‘th the ninth chapter, “The Pledge of the Spirit in our Hearts’, we even
o to see devotion to the Immaculate Heart in a new light. Finally, “The
Pattemm of the Apomlypse’ and ‘Queen Assumed into Heaven' draw the
e Ch together in an eschatological setting. Mary, ‘being herself a symbol of
u‘:Ch struggling towards her final glory, has shown the way by having

ed in her own body what for the Church is still in promise’.
ut to fecognise the excellence of this book, and the necessity of re-shaping
OCSI:‘*mmating our Marian devotion in the kind of pattern which it presents,
e Ot make everything casy and straightforward. On the contrary, the very
Would lt) We need it so much makes it in some ways difficult. I do not think I
whigy ¢ the only one who finds it hard to pass from similitude and parallel,
Tequiy 3re €35y to see, to something more like identity, which seems to be
Pl'eser: . For instance, it is hard to move from the idea that thc. Church’s
e 3tion of untarnished faith is well expressed by the image of virginity to
emece:‘my for consecrated virgins always to exist in the Church. The whole
lea din ot the parallel between Mary and the Church, the likeness between them,
tim, 13.“3 to something more, a ‘mutual transparency’, such that love for one
sp Y islove for the other, leaves one still, to some extent, groping. Neverthe-
fec;v Opefully groping. But there are real difficulties. So far, I think, the
ntiy dery‘ of the Church as a living reality has been, for ordinary Catholics,
o Y In terms of personal relationship to Christ: the voice of authority as
Li.. e of Christ, our fellow-members as Christ, Christ in the sacraments.
Vb “;Vﬂs fairly easy to see the identification; it was not in terms of type a.n.d
oing t. bo recover the sense of the Church our mother as a Marian mystery is
i thyy © be more difficult; but it must be done. One thing that makes it hard
hel, arian devotion as it actually exists will not by any means always be a
iswher © one point at which I would definitely wish to argue with Fr Rahner
Toudise ® In his opening chapter, after pointing to the liturgical development of
ity o very of the Church on the one hand, and to actual Marian devotion in
If,. o form on the other, he says, ‘But there cannot be any contradictions’.
of , . Cr€ can: some cultivations of feeling have to be eradicated for the sake
W growth. But it is hard to imagine any more helpful way to start on

ecessary work than this book.

A ne
€ n

CECILY HASTINGS

RQBE
Oatesk;‘ BELLARMINE, Saint and Scholar, by James Brodrick, s.J.; Burns
> 35s,

Iy

C;,hu Introduction Fr Brodrick amusingly refers to his two-volume work on
&dding . Bellarmine published in 1928 as ‘too exuberant for his present taste’,
Mgk, himnless a man is a genius or a fool, what he wrote in his thirties will

shake his grey head in his seventies’. The happy result of this little
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