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help them to understand. In seven months of active service I have
not once seen any group of men listening to a broadcast religious
service or talk. These are switched off at once. This reprint, then,
niay be the means of reaching many who did not, and would not,
hear the spoken word. It would be hard to say which of these
clergymen has found the most, or least, successful line of approach;
but Mr, Russell’s blunt treatment of the problem of sexual morals

and conduct seems to me good. MICHAEL SEWELL.

MEDIAEVAL STUDIES

History oF THE SCHOOLMEN. By E. Crewdson Thomas. (Williams
and Norgate, Ltd.; 30s.)

This volunie is meant to be a History of Scholasticism from its
origin up to the sixteeuth century. Unhappily the author in attempt-
ing this work has not realised the ‘magnitude of his undertaking.
This is all the mote to be regretted in that a good work in English
on this subject would fulfil the growing need for a more detailed
knowledge of Scholastic Philosophy. As it is, to say the least the
book is disappointing. The author was optimistic in thinking that
he had included sufficient documentation ‘ to provide a concise book
of reference for those who may wish to elaborate any special point
or undertake any particular line of research’ (p. xiv). There is in
fact no serious attempt at documentation. The few references to
manuscripts are on the whole valueless. Those concerning French
MSS. are nearly all borrowed from Hauréau’s Notices et Extraits.
It would surely have been of greater profit to the student had he
been directed to Hauréau’s books, with their useful information,
than to have presented him with a citation like this: ‘ 5504, Bibl.
Nat.” And, we may ask, what is the use of quoting a single manu-
script, when a book, such as the Lombard's Sentences, has appeared
in huudreds -of editions? :Further, we find no evidence that the
author relied on original sources; rather, it would seem that his
main sovrce was Hauréau's Histoire de la Philosophie Scolastique,
supplemented with some misquoted information from De Wulf’s
History of Mediaeval Philosophy (cited as: Histoire de la Philoso-
phie e Médiévale), with Gilson for St. Thomas and St. Bonaven-
ture, and D. Sharp for the English Franciscans. The result is a
farrago of mistatements in the expositicn of the most vital problems
of philosophy, of misrepresentations in the dppreciation of the
Schoolmen and their teaching, and of (,Olllltl@SS inaccuracies in his-
tory and chronology.

Our charges may secem to some too harsh, but they will find evi-
dence cn alinost any page in the 650 of the text. Opne or two in-
stances taken at random will suffice. We read on p. 241 of the
astonishing discovery that ‘ what is known as the Hexameron is his
{Rebert Grosseteste’sy Commentary on the Metaphysics of Aristotle,
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-which unfortunately has been lost.” Again, the Dominican Cardinal
Thomas of Jorz, who died in 1310, is identified with the Franciscan
Thomas of York, who died ca. 1260 (pp. 470, 248). Peter of Spain
{Pope John XXI) is described as a Dominican and a Thomist, and
as ‘ a better logician than Pope’ (p. 462). John Quidort is confused
with John Pungens Asinum (ib.), the distance of more than fifty
-years between these two masters makes no difference for our author.
Robert Kilwardby * was a strong Augustinian and condemned thirty
-propositions circulating in Oxford, which were based on Aristotle’s
Unity of Form (sic!), but in spite of this, he was a Thomist ’ (p. 463).
Ulrich of Strasbourg (p. 463), Vincent de Beauvais, whose ¢ original
contributions to the problem of universals are of very doubtful value ’
(p- 466), Lambert of Auxerre (p. 467), Durand de St. Pourgain (pp.
475-7); Robert Holcot, ‘ a strong Nominalist, even for a Thomist’
{p. 477), were all Thomists. Among the secular masters, Siger de
Braban:, whose ‘Averroistic opinions were controverted by St. Al-
bertus Magnus in 1269’ (p. 480) and by Si. Thomas (p. 481), and
John of Jandun (pp. 490-1) were also Thomists. Augustin d’Ancona
* was a strict follower of Giles of Rome, who was of the same Order
(Augustinian), and thus he was a Thomist’ (p. 4g91). The author
occastonally mentions by name Augustinian, Aristotelian, Thomist,
Averroist; hut he has not begun to grasp the significance of such
currents of thought as Augustinianism, Aristotelianism, Thomism,
and Averroism. Among the misuse of sources we give only two ex-
ampies. ‘It was generally customary to identify him (Siger of
Brabant) with the Siger who was said to be Dante’s teacher in Paris
and who is represented by Dante in his Paradiso, X, 130, as being
a close acquaintance of St. Thomas Aquinas and his illustrious circle
in Paradise; but according to 'Wulf this confusion has now been
dispelled ; nor was this Siger the Siger of Courtrai, d. 1341’ (p. 480).
Mr. Thomas has utterly misunderstood De Wulf. Then, on Ehrle
and Pelster’s authority he ascribes to Thomas of Sutton the Con-
cordantia Libvorum Thomae, adding : * which according to the cata-
fogue of Stams was included in the edition of St. Thomas’s own
works by Pius V ’ (p. 470). Can the author know what the catalogue
of Stams is? The bibliography is inadequate, and often incorrect
or out of date. The author is unacquainted with works on Scholas-
tic philosophy published in the last fifty years. He is unaware of
the great collections or periodicals dealing with mediaeval studies,
except that he cites the Bibliothéque Thomiste and the Archives
d’Histoire doctrinale et littéraire du Moven Age, under the name of
“Longpré (obviously this citation has been borrowed from Miss
Sharp), as also under Longpré he refers to the Dictionnaire de His-
toire Ecclésiastique (!). Of Mandonnet he knows a single article trans-
lated into English, and of Grabmann only two works. Dinifle (mis-
spelt Denfle) and Pelster (confused with Pelzer) appear twice, Ehrle
and Sertillanges once, but without any reference. All other mediae-
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valists are ignored. Ueberweg is cited from the English translation
of 1872 and De Wulf from that of 1926. 1 can only.refer to the
innumerable misprints (or mistakes?) in the titles of books, particu-
larly when cited in Latin.

All this error is very serious in a work purporting to be a reference
book. And I have not even mentioned the graver doctrinal blunders.
The author’s aim in writing this book was to foster a deeper know-
ledge of Scholastic Philosophy. Unfortunately, it is to be feared
that it will add to its disrepute and will increase the confusion of
ideas about its most important tenets. Danpr A. Carrus, O.P.
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