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as well as for the bright and attractive. Love and reverence are 
as necessary for the industrialist and the politician as they are 
for the lover and the artist, and without them it is as impossible 
to treat with men as it is impossible to treat with Ood. Visiou 
und power, communioii and independence, these and muiiy other 
contrary aspeats of man’s life are fused by the observance of 
these two fundmental virtues. The developmeut of these ideils 
takes up the first part of the Heurt of Man and it is most fascin- 
ating and instructive to watch Fr. Vaiin bring into their ambit ,so 
many diverse and seemingly contradictory activities. Chapter 
three is particularly beautiful and one cannot hope to find a more 
poetical and yet more practical approach to the quustiou of the 
huuian love-relationship. It is replete with rioble unJ inspiring 
thoughts expressed with u sustained iiiicl moving eloqnence. 
Ttiken in oonjunctiou with chapter six 011 The Muking of the  
lf’umily it forms u perfect primer for those who are thinking ot 
marriage: uiid it is a pity that this portion of the book could not 
be printed as P pamphlet and given wider publicity, for it is the 
itleul approach to a delicate but fundameiital topic. 

The second part of the book is concerned with man as maker. 
A s  God expressed His love by the creation of the worId and all 
its beauties, so rntin grows increasingly like God, whose image he 
is, uacording to the extent of his creative activity. Alan must be 
LL maker besides being a lover. And as the primary form of mak- 
ing is the making of love, so the creation of a family and a home 
is the primary creation demanded of the whole man. But this 
love is not codned  to the narrow limits of the family: it spreads 
i i i  ever widening ripples to the margin of the world. Man does 
not love in isolation: neither does he make in isolation: and so 
the creativeness of his love embraces even the restoration of the 
whole human family. 

It is beyond the power of the present reviewer to describe in ii 
brief paragraph how Fr. Vann spplies h:s ideas to Theology and 
soaiology, to prayer and politics, to family life and education, to 
the Church and to the State. On a canvas as broad as the whole 
of human life and with a brush as large as his sympathy and erud- 
ition, he flings down his ideas with astonishing prodigality, so 
that it is practically impossible to convey the richness, the de- 
tail, the sweep and the vigour of the completed picture. He 
leaves out nothing that is essential to the life of man, and still 
he manages to mould everything together, from wholeness 
through homeliness to holiness. Certain portions of the book re- 
mind one of Chesterton: but the main impression is of P l a t e  
depth of thought, beauty of expression and serenity of atmos- 
phere. Certainly a b q k  for every nxiri. HUGH TALBOT, 0. Cist. 
MY FATHER’S WILL. ‘By Francis J. Gerrigle, S.J.  (Bruoe; 

The nuthor gives sound sficetical teaching on the necessity of 
$a.m). 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S2398022200000511 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S2398022200000511


128 
conforming to the mill of God in all things, in order to ;ichieve 
true holiness. His spirited attacks on present-day materialisiii 
nnd success worship are surelj- applicable no? only to Americaii 
conditions. Though we cannot agree t’hat contemplation is only 
one m e w s  among others equally efficacious to bring our wills into 
union with the will of God, his insistence on the Christ-like life 
and his numerous quotatioils from the mystics show that his 
thought is nourished 011 the authentic doctrine of the saint’s. The 
book is obviously meant to be a help to beginners in the spiritual 
life, whom it will assist’ to  come to a true assessi~ient of vttlues in 

THE CONFESSIOXS OF ST. -\I.GTSTINE. Translated by E’. J ,  Sheed. 
(Sheed & Ward; 10s. 6d.). 

The best, t’hat can be siiitl of this tixnsl~ition is that it may in it  
manner introduce the Confessions to ;i new public, which presuni- 
ably is a good thing. hlr. Sheed makes no pretence to scholar- 
ship, and has not profited by t’he recent improvements in the 
text of the original. “The present trans1at;on has no claim save 
that it  tries to be iii the English people speak now, just as St.  
Augustine wrote in the Latin people spoke then. ” Alas; things 
are not as simple as that .  The Latin of the L‘mfessions re- 
sembles that which people spoke then about as much and as little 
;IS the English of Keligio 3 led ic i  and L’m Burial resembles thtlt 
which people spoke then. d technic:an who could, re-write Sir 
Thomas Browne iii modern English withoiit iiiaking his homeli- 
ness trivial or his sublimity high-faliltin‘ would be decently 
equipped to ntt’empt the (:onfemion.N. Mr. Sheed is no such 
technician. W.S. 
P’ALINODS. PoBmes la Vierge. P:ir G i i s t > i y e  l ~ m a r c h e .  ( J M i -  

LVith grea.t charm and simplicity, Pkre Laniarche has presented 
an endearing picture of our Lady, made the more pleasing by the 
ease with which he fits the Mother of God into the immediate 
present. Among the common and well-tried sentiments, there 
are flashes of a bolder spirit and some powerful words of deep 
thought. These litkle “Refrains, ” always fresh and naive, be- 
come almost whimsical in their friendly respect of dignified per- 
sonages and in their homely treutment of holy subjects, as in the 
delightful “Ode b, I’Archange Gabriel.” But the poet‘ is adapt- 
able and can express the harder realities in vigorous lines of great’ 
musical value. His novel verse forms add to the variety and 
make these poems worthy of attention. The whole edition is 
made more attractive still by the really charming little woodcuts 
by Maximilien Boucher, which provide a graceful introduction to 
n collection of simple but heartfelt appeals to prayer. 

Blackfrinrs, October, 1944 (Vol. I ,  KO. 8). Price 6d., if pur- 
r h s e d  separately.  The Ditchling Press, Hassocks, Sussex. 
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t i n  overwhelmingly materialistic worlcl. H.C.O.  

tions du Levrier, Montreal; 1i.p.). 

A.R. - 
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