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early Renaissance art’. Unfortunately, the merits of the Baroque
school have escaped her; and the sanctions which she brings to bear
upon this type of painting are, I think, beside the point. In fact,
there is a confusion in the book between moral and metaphysical
values. The demand that a picture should clearly show itself to have
‘issued from a mind formed by the dogmas of Holy Church’ is both
misplaced and misleading. Who can detect such a formation in a
Rubens landscape, a Chardin still-life? It would be a pleasure to
delete the recurring terms ‘Christian art’, ‘Catholic art’, ‘art that is
truly Catholic’. For, properly speaking, Catholic painting does not
exist, any more than Catholic history, Catholic singing, or Catholic
carpentry. If Catholic artists understood this only half as well as
Fra Angelico did, they would do the Church great service.
J. DowLING.
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