
discussion of African and Asian slavery in Macau and Nagasaki. As he explains, any
analysis of the status of the variety of slaves (moços cativos), indentured servants, and
others in Asia must pay attention to the vague and shifting terminology used in
Portuguese sources (for example, moço/a, criado/a) and the Jesuit “accommodation” of
local norms surrounding bondage.

Although most of the volume focuses on Europe and the Americas ( pace Liam Brockey)
—and so belies the growing literature on Jesuit interactions with slavery in Asia that is
documented in both European and Asian languages—there are nonetheless perspectives
from outside the canonical geographies of the United States, southern Europe, Mexico,
and central Peru. For instance, Andrew Redden’s chapter on Jesuit racial thinking on
the Chilean frontier is a welcome addition to the volume. Redden takes a quantitative
approach to the letters of Luis de Valdivia (1560–1642), and reveals (among other
things) that social function and enmity versus friendship were the most important
qualifying categories of racial terms like indio, an understandable scenario given the
highly unstable nature of borderlands like Chile.

As with all edited volumes, there is a degree of unevenness in the treatment of the book’s
core concerns. However, perhaps because of the relative coherence of the scholarship on
the Old Society, this collection hangs together better than most. This, and the
individual contributions of the volume’s authors, make this book undeniably important
reading for historians of slavery and racialization (especially in the Americas) and for
anyone interested in the important role played by the Society of Jesus in world history.
While the question of race arises passim in many other studies of the Jesuits, this
volume offers both a helpful historiographical overview and a series of focused
discussions based on primary sources and rewards close reading by generalists and
specialists alike.

STUART M. MCMANUSChinese University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong
mcmanus.stuart.m@gmail.com

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND IMPERIAL POLITICS IN THE
EASTERN CARIBBEAN

The Creole Archipelago: Race and Borders in the Colonial Caribbean. By Tessa Murphy.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 2021. Pp. 352. Abbreviations.
Notes. Index. $45.00 cloth.
doi:10.1017/tam.2023.36

Over the last 30 years, the dominant topics in colonial Caribbean historiography have
shifted from chronicling the rapid decimation of the indigenous population in the
sixteenth century and the rise of “sugar islands” in Barbados, Jamaica, Cuba, and
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Saint-Domingue to analyzing the Caribbean as a region formed by historical processes
that transcended imperial boundaries. Although imperial and national boundaries still
shape approaches to Caribbean history, the most innovative and award-winning
scholarship by Ada Ferrer, Elena Schneider, and Charlton Yingling engages with
archival records in multiple languages in dozens of archives to analyze how porous
colonial boundaries influenced everyday experience.

Tessa Murphy’s excellent study of the Lesser Antilles during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries is a welcome addition to this scholarly trend. What makes her
approach stand out when compared to scholarship on the Greater Antilles is the
ongoing and active presence of indigenous peoples in shaping imperial politics
throughout the eighteenth century. Drawing from British and French Archives,
Murphy examines in detail how geography, wind currents, and imperial neglect in the
Eastern Caribbean provided the environment for a fiercely defended indigenous
frontier controlled by the Kalinago to emerge on the islands of Dominica, Grenada,
St. Vincent, and St. Lucia. In the seventeenth century, Britain and France recognized
Kalinago control of these islands as they concentrated on building plantation colonies
on nearby islands such as Barbados and Martinique. The Kalinago’s mastery of the
canoe and inter-island Caribbean currents served to safeguard their territory even as it
attracted runaway slaves, free people of color, and some European settlers. The mix of
cultural backgrounds among the indigenous Kalinago, the African population, and
mixed-race individuals produced what Murphy insightfully characterizes as a ‘creole
archipelago’ in the Eastern Caribbean.

This was neither a runaway slave community separate from European powers nor a
planation society modeled on a sugar island. Rather, what emerged as a strategy of
survival was a “slave society that contributed to, yet remained just beyond the reach of,
European crowns” (79). Murphy’s careful analysis of documents shows that what
developed on these small islands in the Lesser Antilles was not unlike the dynamics of
mainland North American borderlands, which she draws on for scholarly inspiration.
As in the Great Lakes region of the United States, overlapping imperial rivalries could
hold European conquest temporarily at bay in one region of the Caribbean, while they
consolidated their economic and political control in other areas.

Scholars will be delighted to see the main themes of Caribbean history such as imperial
colonization, development of slavery, porous cultural boundaries, mestizaje, and global
warfare cast on the neglected geographic region of the Eastern Caribbean to chart a
rather familiar but still unique story. Over the course of the eighteenth century, the
détente that characterized earlier interactions gave way to such conflicts as the Seven
Years’ War, the American Revolution, and the Haitian Revolution, which pulled these
islands, once considered sovereign or neutral territories, into imperial orbits. The 1763
Treaty of Paris that concluded the Seven Years’ War ended up ceding Tobago,
St. Vincent, Dominica, and Grenada to the British, whereas St. Lucia became a French
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colony. As the plantation economy grew on both those islands and others nearby, more and
more settlers arrived in the region. When warfare spilled over from the American, French,
and Haitian Revolutions and erupted in the region, the islands were repeatedly occupied
and conquered.

In response to the tightening of European colonial control and the rapid decline in the
region’s autonomy, Murphy provides an excellent analysis of two rebellions in the
1790s. The author explains that although they were undoubtedly part of the
movements that crisscrossed the Atlantic, they do not fold so neatly into the broader
Age of Revolution that rocked the Caribbean. Fedon’s Rebellion in Grenada and the
Second Carib War in St. Vincent were part of a much longer struggle that dated back
to the seventeenth century, one in which imperial powers attempted to assert colonial
rule against a local population that wanted to exercising customary rights.

In summary, Tessa Murphy’s book is an excellent addition to a growing Caribbean
historiography that crosses imperial, geographic, and national boundaries with an
insightful approach that places the indigenous Kalinago population of the Lesser
Antilles at the center of this drama.

MATT CHILDSUniversity of South Carolina
Columbia, South Carolina
childsmd@mailbox.sc.edu

BLACK CHRISTIANITY IN THE AMERICAS

Afro-Atlantic Catholics: America’s First Black Christians. By Jeroen Dewulf. Notre Dame:
University of Notre Dame Press, 2022. Pp. 368. $65.00 cloth; $51.99 e-book.
doi:10.1017/tam.2023.37

Jeroen Dewulf is meticulous and convincing in this comprehensive treatment of the
Catholic roots of African American Christianity—a history frequently obscured by
Protestant-centric accounts of Black religious formation in North America. He argues
persuasively that Black Catholics were not passive bystanders in the evolution of
African American Christianity as is frequently presumed, but instead were active
pioneers in its early development, especially during the initial stages of the transatlantic
slave trade. This original study offers readers a valuable reminder that the cultural
history of Black Atlantic religion is still far from being written and that many of the
tropes that continue to dominate historical narratives about the region are often
incomplete, if not outright misleading.

Crucially, Afro-Atlantic Catholics challenges conventional binaries that see “African” and
“Christian” as mutually exclusive categories and invites scholars to continue to drill down
into the complex and ever fascinating relationships between race and religion in the
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