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Zero tolerance of violenceZero tolerance of violence

BehrBehr et alet al (2005) rightly draw attention(2005) rightly draw attention

to the advantages of those with variousto the advantages of those with various

forms of mental disturbance, in someforms of mental disturbance, in some

circumstances, being held to be accountablecircumstances, being held to be accountable

for their actions (see also Smith &for their actions (see also Smith &

Donovan, 1990; Prins, 2002, 2005:Donovan, 1990; Prins, 2002, 2005:

chapter 2).chapter 2). However, their comments con-However, their comments con-

cerning the degree to which alcohol andcerning the degree to which alcohol and

other drugs may totally erode criminal re-other drugs may totally erode criminal re-

sponsibility need slight qualification. It issponsibility need slight qualification. It is

of course true that, in general terms, the in-of course true that, in general terms, the in-

gestion of alcohol and other drugs not onlygestion of alcohol and other drugs not only

does not excuse culpability, but may in factdoes not excuse culpability, but may in fact

exacerbate it. There are, however, instancesexacerbate it. There are, however, instances

where specific intent has to be proved (aswhere specific intent has to be proved (as

for example in homicide), where the inges-for example in homicide), where the inges-

tion of such substances may negate full re-tion of such substances may negate full re-

sponsibility (Homicide Act 1957, Sectionsponsibility (Homicide Act 1957, Section

2). In addition, the unknowing ingestion2). In addition, the unknowing ingestion

of alcohol, for example ‘spiking’ someone’sof alcohol, for example ‘spiking’ someone’s

non-alcoholic beverage with alcohol, maynon-alcoholic beverage with alcohol, may

be held to exclude responsibility. Thebe held to exclude responsibility. The

law on this whole topic is somewhatlaw on this whole topic is somewhat

complicated, and has, from time to time,complicated, and has, from time to time,

led to some equivocal decisions in theled to some equivocal decisions in the

higher courts.higher courts.
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One hundred years agoOne hundred years ago

The First Belgian CongressThe First Belgian Congress
of Neurology and Psychiatryof Neurology and Psychiatry
OONN Sept. 28th and 29th there was held atSept. 28th and 29th there was held at

Liege, in connexion with the InternationalLiége, in connexion with the International

Exhibition which is now in progress in theExhibition which is now in progress in the

city, the first Belgian Congress of Neuro-city, the first Belgian Congress of Neuro-

logy and Psychiatry. The opening meetinglogy and Psychiatry. The opening meeting

took place in the buildings of the university,took place in the buildings of the university,

where M. de Latour, Director-General ofwhere M. de Latour, Director-General of

the Ministry of Justice, received delegatesthe Ministry of Justice, received delegates

from France, Germany, Holland, Switzer-from France, Germany, Holland, Switzer-

land, Turkey, and Roumania. Dr. Glorieuxland, Turkey, and Roumania. Dr. Glorieux

began the formal business of the Congressbegan the formal business of the Congress

by delivering an address dealing with theby delivering an address dealing with the

occurrence of neurasthenia among theoccurrence of neurasthenia among the

working classes. This disease was, heworking classes. This disease was, he

remarked, popularly supposed to beremarked, popularly supposed to be

confined almost entirely to persons forconfined almost entirely to persons for

whom the struggle for existence was awhom the struggle for existence was a

mental rather than a physical one, thoughmental rather than a physical one, though

probably the unrestrained pursuit ofprobably the unrestrained pursuit of

pleasure was also in some degree respon-pleasure was also in some degree respon-

sible for its development. Statistics, how-sible for its development. Statistics, how-

ever, showed that in both Germany andever, showed that in both Germany and

Belgium the incidence of neurasthenia uponBelgium the incidence of neurasthenia upon

artisans was very marked, while in Scandi-artisans was very marked, while in Scandi-

navia insurance companies have been sonavia insurance companies have been so

severely taxed by the extension of theseverely taxed by the extension of the

malady that they have found it advisablemalady that they have found it advisable

to construct special sanatoriums. Dr.to construct special sanatoriums. Dr.

Glorieux referred to the view that neur-Glorieux referred to the view that neur-

asthenia may be due to the toxic effects ofasthenia may be due to the toxic effects of

influenza but he himself attributed theinfluenza but he himself attributed the

disease to the insanitary environment indisease to the insanitary environment in

which work is often carried on and hewhich work is often carried on and he

looked to the more general introductionlooked to the more general introduction

of machinery and the consequent regulationof machinery and the consequent regulation

of the conditions of labour for improve-of the conditions of labour for improve-

ment in this regard. In the afternoon Mdlle.ment in this regard. In the afternoon Mdlle.

Joteyko, chief of the Psycho-PhysiologicalJoteyko, chief of the Psycho-Physiological

Laboratory of the University of Brussels,Laboratory of the University of Brussels,

contributed a paper on the Sense of Paincontributed a paper on the Sense of Pain

and Dr. Lannois of Lyons one upon Epi-and Dr. Lannois of Lyons one upon Epi-

leptiform Spasm of the Foot, while Dr.leptiform Spasm of the Foot, while Dr.

Heilporn of Antwerp described a case ofHeilporn of Antwerp described a case of

Acromegaly. The morning of the secondAcromegaly. The morning of the second

day was devoted to a visit to the asylumday was devoted to a visit to the asylum

of St. Agatha and to the discussion of Dr.of St. Agatha and to the discussion of Dr.

Cuylit’s paper entitled ‘Work in the Thera-Cuylit’s paper entitled ‘Work in the Thera-

peutics of Mental Maladies.’ A visit waspeutics of Mental Maladies.’ A visit was

also paid to thealso paid to the maison de santemaison de santé at Glainat Glain

and after lunch the scientific section of theand after lunch the scientific section of the

exhibition was inspected.exhibition was inspected.
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CorrigendumCorrigendum

Substance use disorders and the orbitofron-Substance use disorders and the orbitofron-

tal cortex. Systematic review of behaviouraltal cortex. Systematic review of behavioural

decision-making and neuroimaging studies.decision-making and neuroimaging studies.

BJPBJP,, 187187, 209–220. The fourth sentence of, 209–220. The fourth sentence of

the first paragraph (p. 209) should read: Itthe first paragraph (p. 209) should read: It

processes the reward value and/or affectiveprocesses the reward value and/or affective

valence of environmental stimuli, assessesvalence of environmental stimuli, assesses

the future consequences of the individual’sthe future consequences of the individual’s

own actions (response selection) and inhi-own actions (response selection) and inhi-

bits inappropriate behaviours (responsebits inappropriate behaviours (response

inhibition; Bechara & Damasio, 2002;inhibition; Bechara & Damasio, 2002;

Krawczyk, 2002; FanKrawczyk, 2002; Fan et alet al, 2003)., 2003).
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