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We study the two-dimensional creeping flow of a viscoelastic fluid around a cylinder
confined between two plates parallel to its axis. First, we solve the governing equations
under steady state with our novel stabilized finite-element formulation to obtain converged
solutions even at very high Weissenberg numbers. Then, we examine the stability of
this solution by perturbing all flow variables and solving the corresponding eigenvalue
problem. At critical conditions, a stable asymmetric flow arises, in which more fluid passes
from either the upper or the lower gap between the cylinder and the channel wall. Both
shear-thinning and elasticity play a crucial role on the onset and subsequent evolution
of the instability. Energy analysis shows that the terms of the constitutive equation
corresponding to apparent strain-rate thinning and material extensibility are responsible
for the flow destabilization. The instability is present at a wider range of flow conditions
when the material is more elastic and when the solvent contribution is smaller. The
instability is also promoted by increasing the confinement. Beyond the critical conditions,
asymmetric flow profiles vanish when the flow is so intense that thinning effects
are not important anymore. The critical Weissenberg number for instability inception
and cessation depends on material properties and geometry exponentially and linearly,
respectively. Furthermore, the instability arises even in a seemingly non-shear-thinning
fluid, i.e. one with constant shear viscosity in simple shear, when the solvent contribution
is minimal, because of the apparent thinning effect that is created by the convection of the
viscoelastic stresses. Finally, models with extension-rate thinning trigger the instability at
limited flow conditions, when the shear viscosity decreases with the shear rate, and the
normal stresses at the wake of the cylinder are still important. These results agree with
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previous experiments and simulations, and give new insights on the physical mechanism
that triggers this flow instability.

Key words: viscoelasticity

1. Introduction

The flow around a circular cylinder confined by two plates parallel to its axis of symmetry
and at equal distance from it is a common benchmark problem in non-Newtonian fluid
mechanics, which has been studied extensively in the past. The plethora of experimental
works (McKinley, Armstrong & Brown 1993; Shiang et al. 2000; Verhelst & Nieuwstadt
2004; Pipe & Monkewtiz 2006; Moss & Rothstein 2010; Ribeiro et al. 2014; James, Shiau
& Aldridge 2016; Zhao, Shen & Haward 2016; Haward, Toda-Peters & Shen 2018; Haward
et al. 2019; Haward, Hopkins & Shen 2020) allows comparison with numerical simulations
(Varchanis et al. 2020a), and testing of new constitutive models (Chilcott & Rallison
1988) and numerical schemes (Alves, Pinho & Oliveira 2001a; Oliveira & Miranda 2005;
Coronado et al. 2006; Ribeiro et al. 2014; Varchanis et al. 2019). This seemingly simple
arrangement includes distinct and complex kinematics in different regions of the flow. It
starts with planar Poiseuille flow in the entrance and then turns into compressive flow at the
upstream stagnation point on the cylinder, which diverts liquid to either gap between the
cylinder and the plates where shear and extension increase, as in contraction flow. The level
of increase depends on the blockage ratio, BR, the ratio of the cylinder radius to half the
distance between the plates. At the downstream stagnation point, extension arises, which
intensifies with increasing material elasticity. Finally, far downstream of the cylinder, the
flow becomes one-dimensional again. This geometry is useful to understand flow in more
complicated configurations arising in numerous applications such as polymer processing,
microfluidics and flow in porous media (Kawale et al. 2017; Carlson et al. 2022; Browne
et al. 2023).

Although the stable flow of a viscoelastic fluid around a confined cylinder is well
understood, the stability of the problem is still under investigation. In viscoelastic flows,
the combination of elasticity and curved streamlines (such as those that develop around the
cylinder) can give rise to purely elastic instabilities (McKinley, Pakdel & Öztekin 1996;
Pakdel & McKinley 1996). These instabilities occur even in the absence of inertia, as in
microfluidics, and in conditions under which generalized Newtonian fluids would remain
stable. Several elastic instabilities have been reported in the flow around a cylinder problem
under creeping flow conditions (Kenney et al. 2013; Shi et al. 2015; Nolan et al. 2016; Shi
& Christopher 2016; Zhao et al. 2016; Haward et al. 2018, 2019, 2020; Qin et al. 2019;
Hopkins, Haward & Shen 2020; Varchanis et al. 2020a). In this work, we will examine the
instability that leads to a lateral flow asymmetry in which more fluid passes from either
the upper or the lower gap between the cylinder and the walls. At critical flow conditions,
which depend on the fluid properties and the level of confinement, the symmetric flow state
around the cylinder becomes unstable and local fluctuations of the flow field begin to grow
in time, leading to a new asymmetric steady state. This asymmetric flow pattern has been
reported experimentally (Haward et al. 2020) and numerically (Varchanis et al. 2020a;
Kumar & Ardekani 2022), but here we tackle it through linear stability analysis. In all
previous works, a specific combination of viscoelasticity and shear-thinning was necessary
for the development of the instability, while absence of either one of these properties (i.e.
Boger or generalized Newtonian fluids) led to laterally symmetric flow. It was argued that
random fluctuations at the wake of the cylinder, where extensional stresses are high, cause
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Viscoelastic flow around a confined cylinder

minute variation of the shear rate. This, in turn, affects the viscosity when the material is
shear-thinning, and, finally, the flow rate increases at the gap between the cylinder and the
walls where the resistance to flow is lower. Surprisingly, re-symmetrization of the flow was
reported at extreme flow conditions when the flow rate (and the characteristic shear rate)
was so large that shear-thinning was too weak to cooperate with elasticity in generating
the asymmetric flow (Haward et al. 2020).

In this work, we perform linear stability analysis to provide further insight
on the conditions upon which the instability arises or vanishes. We solve the
steady two-dimensional (2-D) problem with a recently developed finite-element
methodology (Varchanis et al. 2019, 2020b, 2022). This approach is required because
both critical conditions, leading to asymmetric and then back to symmetric flow,
appear at high Weissenberg numbers (Wi ∼ O(10 − 100)), which would lead to the
high-Weissenberg-number problem (HWNP) and failure to obtain accurate solutions with
other methods. After solving the steady problem, we apply a small perturbation to all
flow variables and solve the corresponding linearized equations for the most dangerous
eigenvalues and the corresponding eigenvectors. We examine three viscoelastic models:
the linear PTT model (L-PTT), the modified L-PTT model (m-L-PTT) and the exponential
PTT model (e-PTT) (Phan-Thien 1978). The predictions of the two L-PTT models are
similar in viscometric flows, except that the L-PTT model predicts shear-thinning in simple
shear, while the m-L-PTT model does not. In uniaxial extension, both models predict
extension-rate hardening followed by constant extensional viscosity at large extension
rates. By comparing the two models, we can examine the significance of shear-thinning.
The e-PTT model predicts elastic and shear-thinning effects in simple shear, and
extension-rate hardening followed by extension-rate thinning in uniaxial extension. Thus,
we can assess the importance of elastic extension by comparing the L-PTT with the e-PTT
model.

In § 2, we present the formulation of the problem, the governing equations and
the corresponding boundary conditions. In § 3, we briefly analyse the numerical
implementation and the solution procedure for both the steady and the linearized problem.
We discuss the results in § 4. The majority of the discussion involves the L-PTT model, and
we directly compare our results with previous simulations in the work of Varchanis et al.
(2020a), which is denoted with the abbreviation SV. We first present the main case along
with an energy analysis of the flow to examine the mechanism of the instability. Then,
we perform a parametric study on the material properties. The effect of the geometrical
confinement is also examined by varying the height of the channel. Additionally, we
provide simple stability criteria to predict the critical conditions. Then, we use the
m-L-PTT model to test whether shear-thinning as it is expressed in simple shear flow
is necessary for the instability. Finally, we are also interested in the effect of extension-rate
thinning and, thus, we present additional predictions with the e-PTT model. We draw
conclusions and make suggestions for future work in § 5.

2. Problem formulation

A schematic of the problem is shown in figure 1. A circular cylinder of radius R̃ is
positioned at the centre of a channel of length 2L̃ and height 2H̃. In the rest of the work,
a tilde (̃) denotes a dimensional variable or parameter, whereas its absence refers to a
dimensionless quantity. The origin of the coordinate system is at the centre of the cylinder.
The channel extends from x̃ = −L̃ to x̃ = L̃ and from ỹ = −H̃ to ỹ = H̃. We characterize
the level of confinement through the blockage ratio, which is the ratio of the cylinder
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Figure 1. Schematic of the 2-D problem of the flow around a cylinder.

radius R̃ to half the channel height H̃, i.e. BR = R̃/H̃. The axis of the cylinder extends
along the neutral z̃ direction. Viscoelastic fluid of constant density ρ̃ enters the channel
at x̃ = −L̃ and moves in the x̃-direction due to the application of a pressure gradient. The
volumetric flow rate per unit depth is Q̃ = Ũ(2H̃), where Ũ is the average fluid velocity
in the channel far away from the cylinder. As the fluid approaches the cylinder, it passes
through the upper and the lower gap between the cylinder and the walls, and the flow
becomes two-dimensional.

For simplicity and to reduce the computational cost, we assume that the viscoelastic
material can be characterized by a single relaxation time λ̃rel. The fluid viscosity is η̃ and
it accounts for the solvent (Newtonian) viscosity η̃s and the polymeric viscosity η̃p, i.e.
η̃ = η̃s + η̃p.

We solve the governing equations in dimensionless form. To this end, we choose the
cylinder radius R̃, the average velocity Ũ and the flow time scale R̃/Ũ as characteristic
quantities. Finally, we choose the viscous scale η̃Ũ/R̃ for the stresses. We study the
stability of the flow in the absence of inertia, because we are interested in microscale
flows, where the Reynolds number is negligible even at high flow rates (Haward et al. 2020;
Varchanis et al. 2020a). Consequently, the dimensionless equations for the momentum and
mass balance, and the constitutive model are

∇ · T = 0, (2.1)

∇ · u = 0, (2.2)

Wi
∇
τ +f τ − (1 − β)γ̇ = 0, (2.3)

where ∇ denotes the nabla operator, T = −PI + τ + βγ̇ is the total stress tensor, P is the
thermodynamic pressure, τ is the viscoelastic stress tensor and γ̇ = ∇u + (∇u)T is the
rate of strain tensor. Here, T denotes the transpose operator. Finally, the upper convected
derivative is defined as

∇
τ = ∂τ

∂t
+ u · ∇τ − (∇u)T · τ − τ · (∇u). (2.4)

The dimensionless numbers that arise are

Wi = λ̃relŨ

R̃

[
= 1

2(1 − β)

τ̃ xx − τ̃ yy

τ̃ xy

]
, β = η̃s

η̃
. (2.5)
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Viscoelastic flow around a confined cylinder

The Weissenberg number Wi quantifies elastic effects and scales the elastic forces to
viscous forces. Additionally, λ̃rel is the material relaxation time and ˜̇γ ch = Ũ/R̃ the
characteristic shear rate. Furthermore, β is the ratio of the solvent to the total viscosity.

The constitutive equation (2.3) is written and solved in terms of the viscoelastic stress
tensor. Our robust numerical method can circumvent the HWNP and converge without
the need to reformulate the viscoelastic equation (e.g. solving for the square root or the
logarithm of the conformation tensor). Equation (2.3) is a general form of the constitutive
equation in which we can use different viscoelastic models by changing the function
f = f (τ ). In the majority of this work, we will use the linear PTT (L-PTT) model which
combines shear-thinning and extension-rate hardening followed by constant extensional
viscosity at large extension rates ε̇. The function f (τ ) in dimensionless form for the L-PTT
model is

f (τ ) = 1 + ε Wi tr(τ )

(1 − β)
, (2.6)

where ε is a parameter of the model that quantifies shear-thinning and the extensibility
of the polymer chains. With tr(τ ), we denote the trace of the viscoelastic stress tensor.
We will also use the m-L-PTT model, for which the function f is the same, but it also
multiplies the last term of the left-hand side in (2.3):

Wi
∇
τ +f τ − f (1 − β)γ̇ = 0. (2.7)

In the final part of the work, we use the exponential PTT model (e-PTT), which predicts
extension-rate thinning at large ε̇, to elucidate the effect of this material response on the
onset of the instability. For the e-PTT model, f (τ ) in dimensionless form is

f (τ ) = exp
[
ε Wi tr(τ )

(1 − β)

]
. (2.8)

We are particularly interested in the interplay between shear and elongation around the
cylinder. To this end, we compare the predictions of these three viscoelastic models in
steady shear and steady uniaxial elongation in Appendix A.

Regarding the boundary conditions, we apply the no-slip and no-penetration conditions
on the channel walls and on the cylinder:

u = 0, on y = ±H, and r = R. (2.9)

At the inlet (x = −L), we calculate and impose the fully developed velocity and stress
profiles by solving the one-dimensional (1-D) equations under the constant pressure
gradient that is obtained by specifying the volumetric flow rate through the channel. At
x = L, we apply the open boundary condition (Papanastasiou, Malamataris & Ellwood
1992; Dimakopoulos et al. 2012) to mitigate the effect of the outflow boundary.

First, we solve the steady 2-D equations (the base problem, (2.1)–(2.3)) by dropping the
time derivative in the constitutive equation. The result is the base (steady state) solution.
Then, we apply a small perturbation to all flow variables a = {ux, uy, P, τxx, τxy, τyy},
in which the time dependence follows the usual ansatz, similarly to previous works
(Karapetsas & Tsamopoulos 2013; Pettas et al. 2015; Pettas et al. 2019; Marousis et al.
2021):

a(x, y, t) = ab(x, y) + ap(x, y, t), ap(x, y, t) = δ eλtad(x, y). (2.10)

The subscripts b and p denote the base and the perturbed variables, respectively, and ad
is the spatial disturbance of the variables (the terms that are calculated by solving the
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eigenvalue problem). The magnitude of the perturbation is δ � 1 and λ is the growth rate.
Under this formulation, when Re(λ) < 0, the perturbation decays in time and the base
solution is stable. However, when Re(λ) > 0 the perturbation grows, the system becomes
unstable and a new solution arises. Applying (2.10) in (2.1)–(2.3) and subtracting the base
solution, we obtain the linearized form of the equations for the stability problem:

∇ · T p = 0, (2.11)

∇ · up = 0, (2.12)

Wi
∇
τ p + fbτ p + fpτ b − (1 − β)γ̇ p = 0. (2.13)

Every term in the linearized equations is of order O(δ). Here,
∇
τ p is the linearized upper

convected derivative, and fb and fp are the base and linearized functions f (τ ), respectively.
The details of the equations are given in § B.1. For the linearized problem, we apply the
no-slip and no-penetration boundary conditions as in the base problem, and we set all
perturbed variables to 0 at the inlet and outlet, i.e. ap(x = −L) = ap(x = L) = 0, because
we have verified that the chosen channel length is long enough, and the inlet and outlet
conditions do not affect the flow closer to the cylinder, which is the focus of our present
examination.

3. Numerical implementation

3.1. Finite-element formulation
We solve the governing equations with our recently proposed stabilized finite-element
formulation, which permits the use of linear interpolants for all variables (Varchanis et al.
2019, 2020b, 2022). The main advantages of the method are the decreased computational
cost, the increased numerical stability and the simplicity of the code in comparison to
mixed finite elements. The stabilization scheme is based on a Galerkin/least squares
method (Hughes, Franca & Hulbert 1989) for viscoelastic flows (Castillo & Codina
2014; Varchanis et al. 2022; Wittschieber, Demkowicz & Behr 2022), which handles
the velocity–pressure coupling, copes with the hyperbolic nature of the constitutive
equation and preserves the ellipticity of the momentum equation even in the absence of
solvent viscosity. Finally, we use a YZβ shock-capturing scheme (Bazilevs et al. 2007) to
accurately calculate abrupt stress changes due to the viscoelastic nature of the material
especially at large Wi. We apply the same stabilization schemes in both the base and the
linearized problem, as required by the standard procedure to derive the linear stability
equations. The weak forms of the equations for the base and linearized problems are given
in §§ B.2 and B.3, respectively, along with details regarding the added stabilization terms.

We discretize the computational domain with triangular linear elements. An example of
the computational mesh is shown in figure 2 zoomed in at the rear stagnation point of the
cylinder. The mesh is refined close both to the cylinder and the wake at y = 0, where we
expect large normal stresses to arise. We choose a rather long channel (in proportion to
its height) to avoid entrance and end effects. The size of the domain for the majority of
the simulations is x ∈ [−L, +L], y ∈ [−H, +H] with L = 125, H = 10. We have verified
that the length L of the channel is sufficient for the base velocity and stresses to fully
develop at the wake of the cylinder, even at very large values of Wi. This was done by
solving the main case (discussed below) with different sizes of the domain L, where we
found identical results. In the parametric study with respect to the blockage ratio BR, the
height of the channel changes and the distribution of the elements changes accordingly.
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0.1

0y

–0.1
1.0 1.1 1.2

x
Figure 2. Zoom-in of the computational mesh used for the simulations. The cylinder is depicted in white.

The image refers to mesh M2, as defined in table 1.

3.2. Solution procedure
The solution procedure is as follows. At each Weissenberg number, we first solve the
discretized base problem with the Newton–Raphson method and the resulting linear
system with the direct solver MUMPS. We use the PETSc package for the computations
(Balay et al. n.d.; Balay et al. 1997), which are terminated when the norms of the residual
and the correction vector are less than 10−8. Then, we apply the perturbation to the base
solution (2.10), we subtract the base solution and we discretize the linearized equations.
This leads to a generalized eigenvalue problem Ax = λBx, where matrix B is the mass
matrix which contains the contributions from the time derivative terms. This matrix is
singular because the time derivative of the pressure is absent from the incompressibility
constraint and of the velocity from the momentum balance because of the creeping
flow assumption. To overcome this problem, we apply the shift and invert technique
(Christodoulou & Scriven 1988; Natarajan 1992), and we solve the equivalent problem:

(A − σB)−1Bx = θx. (3.1)

Here, σ is the shift value and θ = 1/(λ− σ). This technique is also efficient for calculating
eigenvalues close to the selected shift position, σ . We solve the eigenvalue problem
with SLEPc (Hernández, Roman & Vidal 2003, 2005) for the eigenvalues λ that will
determine the stability of the base solution. We use the default Krylov–Schur solver
and we set the tolerance to 10−10. At each Wi, we follow a similar procedure as in
previous works (Karapetsas & Tsamopoulos 2013; Pettas et al. 2015, 2019; Marousis
et al. 2021). Specifically, we perform a series of shifts, i.e. searches for eigenvalues along
the imaginary axis, and we calculate 50 eigenvalues at each shift. Initially, we search at
the origin of the complex plane (0.0, 0.0i) where we expect the real part of the most
dangerous (leading) eigenvalue to become positive, i.e. Re(λ) > 0. Consequent shifts
occur at (0.0, 0.8max(Im(λ))), where max(Im(λ)) is the maximum imaginary part of
all calculated eigenvalues. We are only interested in positive imaginary parts because the
eigenvalues appear in conjugate pairs. We repeat the process for a maximum of 10 shifts
and as long as the calculated max(Im(λ)) changes between shifts. In this way, we scan the
whole eigenspectrum of interest.

1001 A40-7

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/jf

m
.2

02
4.

11
13

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.1113


A. Spyridakis and others

Mesh Elements Nodes δy on cylinder (upstream) δy on cylinder (downstream)

M1 158 400 79 920 0.013 2.7 × 10−3

M2 281 600 141 760 0.010 2.0 × 10−3

M3 633 600 318 240 6.5 × 10−3 1.3 × 10−3

Table 1. Details of the computational meshes used throughout this study.
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Figure 3. (a) Contours of the base ux velocity component close to the cylinder, (b) contours of the base τxx
stress component at the wake of the cylinder. Mesh M2 has been used.

4. Results

4.1. Main case, L-PTT model: β = 0.05, ε = 0.05, BR = 0.1
We use the L-PTT model to characterize the viscoelastic material. Following the numerical
simulations in SV (Varchanis et al. 2020a), we set the parameters β = 0.05, ε = 0.05 for
the main case. Varchanis et al. (2020a) also set η̃s = 0.015 Pa s, which, for β = 0.05,
leads to η̃p = 0.285 Pa s. Finally, the measured relaxation time of their test fluid is
λ̃rel = 0.145 s. The geometrical blockage ratio is BR = 0.1, as in their experiments and
simulations. We performed this study with three different meshes to assess the accuracy
of our computations. In table 1, we provide details about each mesh.

In figure 3, we present contours of the base solution for the ux,b velocity and the τxx,b
stress component for Wi = 20.5. The base velocity remains symmetric with respect to
y = 0. The τxx,b stress component extends for several radii along y = 0 at the wake of the
cylinder. This base result is qualitatively similar in the whole range of parameters that we
examined.

In figure 4(a), we present the real part of the leading eigenvalue, Re(λ), against the
Weissenberg number. The results are almost identical for all three meshes. At small Wi, the
eigenvalue is negative and the base (symmetric) solution is stable. The eigenvalue becomes
positive at a critical Weissenberg number, Wic ≈ 20.5, exactly where the simulation
by Varchanis et al. (2020a) predicts the onset of the instability. We should note that,
experimentally, the instability is observed later, and this is attributed to the multiple
relaxation times that the material possesses. However, for simplicity and to reduce the
computational cost, we employ a single relaxation time. Beyond Wic, the eigenvalue
increases, which means that the instability will evolve faster. In figure 4(b), we present the
complex plane at Wic, i.e. the real and corresponding imaginary part of each computed
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Figure 4. (a) Real part of the leading eigenvalue against Wi for three different meshes: M1, black line with
triangles; M2, red line with circles; M3, blue line with stars. (b) Complex plane at Wic for three different
meshes: M1, black triangles; M2, red circles; M3, blue stars. The properties of the material are ε = 0.05,

β = 0.05. The blockage ratio is BR = 0.1.

eigenvalue. We note that the eigenspectrum converges with mesh refinement, and, even
more so, its more crucial part, Re(λ) → 0. The leading eigenvalue is the only positive one,
equal to Re(λ) = 3.2 × 10−4. Its imaginary part is Im(λ) = 0, indicating a bifurcation to
another steady non-oscillating solution. This result also agrees with that of Varchanis et al.
(2020a), where they report a pitchfork bifurcation to another steady solution. Since the
predictions of the critical condition with all three meshes coincide, a test more sensitive
than examining convergence of just the base flow, the following analysis is performed with
the mesh M2 to preserve accuracy and keep the computational cost relatively modest.

To understand the flow field of the new solution, we plot contours of the leading
eigenvector of the ux velocity in figure 5(a) at Wic = 20.5. Each component of the
eigenvector is scaled with the L2-norm of the total vector. The eigenvector is positive
at the upper gap and negative at the bottom gap between the cylinder and the wall.
Hence, the velocity (and thus the flow rate) tends to increase at the upper gap, and this
implies that more fluid passes from there. This is also evident from the streamlines of the
perturbation solution which are shown with black lines and arrows. Of course, the sign
of the eigenvector is arbitrary and the opposite configuration (of increasing velocity at the
lower gap) is equally probable. However, the anti-symmetry of the eigenvector with respect
to y = 0 will always lead to the asymmetric flow field.

In figure 5(b), we plot contours of the ux velocity, which is a superposition of the base
and the perturbed solution (see (2.10)). The contours correspond to a large dimensionless
time t = 20 000, so that we allow the perturbation to evolve significantly. We observe the
desired result of flow asymmetry with respect to the y-axis, which resembles the result of
Varchanis et al. (2020a). We should note that the obtained flow profile is not identical with
the results reported by Varchanis et al. (2020a) because linear stability analysis provides
information only about the onset and not the evolution of the instability.

The dominant term of the leading eigenvector is the τxx stress component (more than one
order of magnitude larger than the velocity), which we plot in figure 5(c). The perturbed
τxx,d component is also antisymmetric with respect to y = 0 and this causes the elastic
birefringent strand to deviate from y = 0. This result is visualized in figure 5(d), where we
plot the superimposed τxx component (see (2.10)), as we did for the velocity at t = 20 000.
The strand is distorted and the stress field becomes asymmetric at the wake of the cylinder.
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Figure 5. (a) Contours of the leading eigenvector of the ux velocity. (b) Contours of the superimposed solution
of the ux velocity (2.10). (c) Contours of the leading eigenvector of the τxx stress component. (d) Contours of
the superimposed solution of the τxx stress component (2.10) The properties of the material are ε = 0.05,

β = 0.05. The blockage ratio is BR = 0.1 and Wi = 20.5.

Similar results about the principle stress difference (PSD) are reported in the work by
Varchanis et al. (2020a).

To provide insight into the mechanism of the instability, we perform an energy analysis
similar to previous works (Joo & Shaqfeh 1991, 1992; Byars et al. 1994; Ganpule &
Khomami 1999; Grillet et al. 2002; Smith et al. 2003; Karapetsas & Tsamopoulos 2013;
Pettas et al. 2015, 2019). To this end, we take the inner product of the linearized momentum
equation (i.e. (2.11)) with the perturbed velocity vector up. Combining equations (2.11) and
(2.13), we obtain an expression for the rate of change of the perturbed polymeric energy of
the system, dEp/dt, which is a combination of purely elastic energy production, dEel/dt,
and purely viscous dissipation, dVD/dt, of the material:

dEel

dt
= dVD

dt
+ ϕpr + ϕps1 + ϕpu1 + ϕps2 + ϕpu2 + ϕrel + ϕvis. (4.1)

The term dEel/dt indicates the onset of instability when it becomes positive so that
when the perturbation grows in time, more elastic energy is stored. The definitions of
all functionals and the methodology for obtaining (4.1) are analysed in Appendix C. In
figure 6, we plot each term against the Weissenberg number. As expected, dEel/dt becomes
positive at Wic = 20.5. As a result of the increasing energy of the system, more energy
can be dissipated by the viscous component so that dVD/dt also increases. However, the
two terms are not equal and their difference, i.e. dEp/dt, remains positive for Wi > Wic.
For visualization purposes, we plot dEel/dt instead of dEp/dt as an indicator of instability,
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Figure 6. Energy terms (4.1) against Wi. The properties of the material are ε = 0.05, β = 0.05. The
blockage ratio is BR = 0.1.

because it is much clearer when it becomes positive and how it increases with Wi in the
scale of figure 6.

The positive terms on the right-hand side of (4.1) are responsible for the onset of the
instability (excluding dVD/dt):

ϕps1 = −
∫ [

∇ ·
(

Wi
fb

ub · ∇τ p

)]
· up dV, (4.2a)

ϕpu2 =
∫ {

∇ ·
[

Wi
fb

(∇uT
P · τ b + τ b · ∇up)

]}
· up dV, (4.2b)

ϕrel = −
∫ [

∇ ·
(

fp
fb

τ b

)]
· up dV. (4.2c)

All three terms arise from the constitutive model indicating that the instability is caused
by the viscoelastic nature of the material. The second term, ϕpu2, is a coupling between
base stresses and velocity gradient perturbations. It is physically related to material
extensibility (the upper convected derivative terms introduce normal stresses in shear
flows). The third term is derived from perturbations of the viscoelastic function, f, which in
turn affect the effective material properties (polymeric viscosity and relaxation time). The
first and most dominant term, ϕps1, is a combination of base velocity and stress gradient
perturbations. It is noteworthy that this term is negligible in commonly observed elastic
instabilities, such as those in Taylor–Couette and Taylor–Dean geometries (Joo & Shaqfeh
1992). Here, ϕps1 is related to the convection of the viscoelastic stresses. As discussed by
Varchanis & Tsamopoulos (2022) and Yokokoji et al. (2023), when a fluid parcel moves
along a curved streamline, the convection of viscoelastic stresses causes the stress and
strain rate to vary out of phase locally. The two quantities are not in equilibrium for some
time which is proportional to the relaxation time, i.e. the time that is required for the
material to adapt to the change. This lag creates an apparent shear-thinning effect in the
flow past a confined cylinder. Thus, ϕps1 can be seen as a measure of apparent viscoelastic
thinning effects. According to this analysis, we also expect non-shear thinning fluid models
(e.g. Oldroyd-B or FENE-CR) to exhibit steady asymmetric flow states as long as the
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Figure 7. Energy terms (4.1) against Wi evaluated at (a) |x| < y ≤ H and x2 + y2 ≥ 1 (upper gap between the
cylinder and the wall), (b) |y| < x < 10R, x2 + y2 ≥ 1 (downstream region). The properties of the material are
ε = 0.05, β = 0.05. The blockage ratio is BR = 0.1.

value of the viscosity ratio β is small (since β is also related to the relaxation time
λ̃rel = η̃p/G̃ = η̃(1 − β)/G̃ which quantifies the apparent shear-thinning effect). At low β

values, variations in the flow resistance at the two sides of the cylinder can be significant
in regions where the apparent shear-thinning effect is important, i.e. where strain rate
changes are abrupt, and the stress must vary considerably to reach its new appropriate
value. However, high β values suppress any variations in flow resistance at the sides of the
cylinder and only lead to symmetric steady states. This will be examined further in § 4.4.
It should be noted that Boger fluids in experiments are usually characterized by large β, so
the 2-D instability will be absent in these cases.

Moreover, we are interested in identifying the region around the cylinder where the
instability arises. Thus, we also evaluate the terms of (4.1) at the two important parts of the
domain: (a) at the upper gap between the cylinder and the channel wall (for |x| < y ≤ H
and x2 + y2 ≥ 1); and (b) close to the rear stagnation point (|y| < x < 10R, x2 + y2 ≥ 1).
We plot the results in figure 7. In figure 7(a), we note that the terms at the gap between the
cylinder and the wall are an order of magnitude smaller (O(10−6)) compared with their
values at the whole domain. However, in figure 7(b), we can see that the terms at the wake
of the cylinder are those that contribute the most to the total result. Consequently, the
instability is triggered at the rear stagnation point where large perturbations of tensile
stresses at the wake (figure 5c) cause fluctuations in the strain rate. The continuous
interplay between imbalanced stress and strain rate can be sustained when the material is
shear-thinning, because the viscosity is continuously changing as well. The process goes
on until fluctuations propagate at the cylinder-wall gaps, where the result of the instability
(the lateral flow asymmetry) becomes evident.

4.2. L-PTT model: parametric study

4.2.1. The effect of the viscosity ratio, β

The effect of the solvent is examined by varying the solvent to total viscosity ratio β.
In figure 8(a), we plot the real part of the leading eigenvalue against the Weissenberg
number for ε = 0.05, BR = 0.1 and three different values of β. In all three cases,
the eigenvalue is negative at small Wi and it becomes positive at the respective
Wic as seen in table 2. After reaching a maximum (Re(λmax) = 0.019 for β = 0.05,
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Figure 8. (a) Real part of the leading eigenvalue versus Wi for β = 0.05, black line with triangles; β = 0.06,
red line with circles; β = 0.07, blue line with stars. (b) Wic and Wic2 against β. Wic by SV (Varchanis et al.
2020a), black triangles. Present work (linear stability, denoted as LS): Wic, red line with circles; Wic2 , blue
line with stars. In all cases, ε = 0.05, BR = 0.1.

β 0.0 0.03 0.05 0.06 0.07 0.073
Wic 12.6 15.9 20.4 24.4 32.7 39.9
Wic2 142.4 81.1 62.3

Table 2. Wic and Wic2 at each simulated β case.

Re(λmax) = 2.7 × 10−4 for β = 0.07), it decreases and eventually becomes negative again
at a second critical Wi, see table 2. The appearance of Wic2 is expected at very intense flow
conditions (at large Wi), where the shear rate is so large that the shear-thinning effect
becomes negligible (solvent shear stresses >> viscoelastic shear stresses) and steady
states with different flow resistance at the sides of the cylinder cannot be supported. Thus,
the flow re-symmetrizes, even though elasticity increases. Flow re-symmetrization has also
been reported experimentally in the viscoelastic flow around a cylinder by Haward et al.
(2020).

With increasing β, the (Newtonian) solvent contribution is amplified and shear-thinning
is reduced. As a result, larger Wi is required for non-Newtonian characteristics (elasticity
and shear-thinning) to become significant. Thus, Wic increases with β, while the leading
eigenvalue is smaller at fixed Wi. Moreover, the symmetric flow restabilizes at smaller
Wic2 . In figure 8(b), we plot Wic and Wic2 against β. Again, we observe that Wic increases
with β, but Wic2 decreases. We compare our results with those by SV (Varchanis et al.
2020a). Varchanis et al. (2020a) did not report Wic2 , but regarding Wic, our predictions
match their numerical values. In the limit β → 0.075, the two critical Weissenberg
numbers merge and the instability is not triggered at all at higher viscosity ratios. Overall,
for higher β, the asymmetric flow instability is observed for a smaller range of Wi (or flow
rate experimentally), because elasticity and shear-thinning are equally important only at
limited flow conditions and instability is triggered when both are present.

Additionally, we determine the wall shear rate at the minimum gap width between the
cylinder and the walls by a simple mass balance:

˜̇γ w,gap = 6˜̇γ chBR

(1 − BR)2 . (4.3)
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Figure 9. Viscosity versus shear rate in log-linear plot. Predictions of the L-PTT model for ε = 0.05: β = 0.06
(blue line) and β = 0.07 (pink dashed line). Critical shear rate for the onset of the instability, ˜̇γ w,gap,c (black
triangles), and critical shear rate for re-stabilization, ˜̇γ w,gap,c2

(red circles), for each case.

In figure 9, we plot in log-linear scale the flow curve (i.e. shear viscosity versus shear rate)
for β = 0.06 and β = 0.07. We obtain these plots by solving the constitutive equation
(2.3) under steady shear. Naturally, the curves are very similar. We also provide the shear
viscosity at the critical values ˜̇γ w,gap,c (black triangles) and ˜̇γ w,gap,c2

(red circles) at which
the instability arises and vanishes, respectively. In both cases, at ˜̇γ w,gap,c, the viscosity
decreases with the shear rate, but at ˜̇γ w,gap,c2

, the slope of the flow curve is significantly
reduced. As noted before, shear-thinning is weak at this flow rate and the instability
vanishes. Moreover, with increasing β, the two critical values of ˜̇γ w,gap come closer, so
that the symmetric flow is unstable at more limited conditions.

4.2.2. The effect of the extensibility parameter ε

The effect of elasticity is examined by varying the extensibility parameter ε. In the limit
ε → 0, the L-PTT model reduces to the Oldroyd-B model in which the macromolecular
chains are infinitely extensible. In figure 10(a), we plot the real part of the leading
eigenvalue against Wi for β = 0.05, BR = 0.1 and three different values of ε. The
predictions are similar to those of increasing β. With increasing ε, the material is
less extensible and more shear-thinning. It is only at large Wi that elasticity introduces
sufficient fluctuations at the rear pole of the cylinder. Thus, Wic increases. For larger ε,
the leading eigenvalue is smaller and the symmetric flow is restabilized at smaller Wic2 ,
see table 3. In figure 10(b), we plot Wic and Wic2 against ε. Here, Wic increases with ε,
but Wic2 decreases so that the range of flow rates for which the instability is observed is
smaller. Again, our results for Wic agree with SV (Varchanis et al. 2020a). In the limit
ε → 0.09 and beyond, elasticity is weak at small Wi, and it cannot contribute as required
to generate the instability. For the same ε, at larger Wi where elasticity is important,
shear-thinning is weak, and their combined effect cannot induce the elastic instability.
Thus, no flow asymmetry is observed.

We refer to the flow curve again (figure 11) to justify the interplay between elasticity and
shear-thinning. We show the predictions of the L-PTT model for ε = 0.07 and ε = 0.085,
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Figure 10. (a) Real part of the leading eigenvalue versus Wi for ε = 0.05, black line with triangles; ε = 0.07,
red line with circles; ε = 0.08, blue line with stars. (b) Wic and Wic2 against ε. Wic by SV (Varchanis et al.
2020a), black triangles. Present work (LS): Wic, red line with circles; Wic2 , blue line with stars. In both cases,
β = 0.05, BR = 0.1.

ε 0.002 0.03 0.05 0.07 0.08 0.085 0.088
Wic 7.7 14.1 20.4 30.5 39.7 47.9 58.5
Wic2 145.1 109.5 90.0 72.0

Table 3. Wic and Wic2 at each simulated ε case.

along with the critical values of the shear rate as in figure 9. We note again that the value
of ˜̇γ w,gap,c2

is such that the slope of the flow curve is small and shear-thinning is weak.
With increasing ε, the critical shear rates tend to merge, and, in this case, the instability
cannot be triggered at all.

4.2.3. The effect of the confinement BR = R/H
We investigate the effect of the geometry through the blockage ratio BR. By decreasing
the height of the channel H, BR increases and the flow becomes more confined between
the cylinder and the plates increasing locally the shear rate and the extension rate at the
rear stagnation point. In figure 12(a), we report Re(λ) against Wi for three different BR.
The material properties are β = 0.05, ε = 0.05. For larger BR, the leading eigenvalue
increases more abruptly and Wic is smaller. The leading eigenvalue also decreases faster
after reaching a maximum so that Wic2 is smaller too, see table 4. In figure 12(b), we plot
Wic and Wic2 against BR, and we observe the same behaviour: both Wic and Wic2 and the
range of flow rates leading to asymmetric fluxes decrease with BR. Our results for both
critical Wi agree with SV (Varchanis et al. 2020a).

In contrast to the cases of β and ε, Wic decreases with BR. From (4.3), the wall shear rate
at the minimum gap between the cylinder and the wall increases with BR, even though the
critical characteristic shear rate decreases (˜̇γ ch,c = Wic/λ̃rel). As a result, shear-thinning
is more intense at the gap when the flow is more confined and the instability is triggered
earlier. In figure 12(b), we note that for BR = 0.25, the critical Wi increases slightly. In
such confined flow conditions, shear-thinning is intense at small Wi, while elasticity is
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Figure 11. Viscosity versus shear rate in log-linear plot. Predictions of the L-PTT model for β = 0.05,
ε = 0.07 (blue line) and ε = 0.085 (pink dashed line). ˜̇γ w,gap,c (black triangles) and ˜̇γ w,gap,c2
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Figure 12. (a) Real part of the leading eigenvalue versus Wi for BR = 0.10, red line with circles; BR = 0.15,
black line with triangles; BR = 0.20, blue line with stars. (b) Wic and Wic2 against BR. SV (Varchanis et al.
2020a): Wic, black triangles; Wic2 , green squares. Present work (LS): Wic, red line with circles; Wic2 , blue line
with stars. The material properties are ε = 0.05, β = 0.05.

still weak. A slight increase of Wi results in higher elasticity, while the slope of the flow
curve decreases (see figure 13). Thus, there is a point beyond which elasticity produces
sufficient fluctuations, and, simultaneously, the shear viscosity is effectively affected by
these fluctuations. At even higher BR, the perturbations are confined at the rear stagnation
point. Then, even when elasticity is very important, shear-thinning is not because the shear
rate is very large. As a result, the flow resistance and, consequently, the lateral asymmetry
is minimal and the instability is absent.

In figure 13, we plot in log-linear scale the flow curve of the L-PTT model for
β = 0.05, ε = 0.05. With symbols, we denote ˜̇γ w,gap,c (at the onset of the instability)
and ˜̇γ w,gap,c2

(at flow re-symmetrization) for every case of BR. Therefore, when the
instability is triggered (black triangles), the material is shear-thinning. However, the flow
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BR 0.04 0.05 0.075 0.10 0.15 0.20 0.25
Wic 63.3 46.5 28.0 20.4 14.1 11.8 12.3
Wic2 133.0 75.1 37.9

Table 4. Wic and Wic2 at each simulated BR case.
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Figure 13. Viscosity versus shear rate in log-linear plot. Predictions of the L-PTT model for β = 0.05,

ε = 0.05 (blue line). ˜̇γ w,gap,c (black triangles) and ˜̇γ w,gap,c2
(red circles) for every simulated BR case.

becomes symmetric again (red circles) when shear-thinning is not so strong. Qualitatively,
the slope at the onset of the instability varies from −0.06 to −0.034, while at flow
re-symmetrization, it is three times smaller in magnitude and ranges from −0.018 to
−0.013.

4.3. L-PTT model: Dependence of Wic and Wic2 on material properties and geometry
In this section, we provide simple formulae to estimate the conditions under which the
instability arises. First, we provide an expression for Wic in terms of the material properties
and the level of confinement. From figures 8(b), 10(b) and 12(b), we observe that Wic
depends exponentially on β, ε and BR. Thus, we propose the following expression:

Wic = e(c1β+c2ε+c3BR) + c4, (4.4)

where c1, c2, c3 are the coefficients that measure the importance of β, ε and BR,
respectively, on Wic. The coefficients are evaluated through nonlinear regression on the
data points which we have already obtained through linear stability analysis. The values
are summarized in table 5.

In figure 14, we present the predictions of (4.4) against the results from linear
stability analysis. The agreement is excellent except for very small ε (figure 14b), where
shear-thinning is negligible at a large range of shear rates. Note that the equation is
accurate for the L-PTT model, but its purpose is to provide a quick estimate for the
critical conditions and not accurate values especially outside of the ranges that have been
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c1 c2 c3 c4

56.94 47.65 −32.49 11.49

Table 5. Values of coefficients of (4.4), obtained through nonlinear regression.
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Figure 14. Wic against: (a) β; (b) ε; (c) BR. Predictions of (4.4) (black line, Fit) and results from linear
stability analysis (red symbols, LS).

examined here. For other constitutive equations, similar expressions can be defined and
tested against numerical and experimental results.

We follow a similar approach for the second critical Weissenberg number. In this case,
a linear expression is more appropriate:

Wic2 = −c1β − c2ε − c3BR + c4. (4.5)

Again, c1, c2, c3 are the coefficients that measure the importance of β, ε and BR,
respectively, on Wic2 . Through nonlinear regression, we obtain the values of the
coefficients (table 6).

The predictions of (4.5) nicely fit the numerical values of linear stability (figure 15).
Next, we examine the predictions of the linear stability analysis against the criterion for

elastic instabilities proposed by McKinley et al. (1996) and Pakdel & McKinley (1996).

1001 A40-18

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/jf

m
.2

02
4.

11
13

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.1113


Viscoelastic flow around a confined cylinder

c1 c2 c3 c4

6089.9 3157.5 1171.0 782.2

Table 6. Values of coefficients of (4.5), obtained through nonlinear regression.
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Figure 15. Wic2 against: (a) β; (b) ε; (c) BR. Predictions of (4.5) (black line, Fit) and results from linear
stability analysis (blue symbols, LS).

These authors argue that the combination of elastic extensional stresses along a streamline
and the curvature of these streamlines can extend a macromolecular chain asymmetrically
between streamlines. This is also affected by the intensity of the shearing part of the flow.
In the case of the cylinder, at the rear stagnation point, where the streamlines are curved
and material undergoes large extension, a perturbation of the stress field is likely to occur.
This alters the local shear rate and, due to the shear thinning nature of the material, the
shear viscosity is affected. Under certain conditions, when shear thinning is strong enough,
the perturbation can grow and cause a global flow instability, in which local variations
in the flow resistance propagate to the rest of the domain. The authors’ criterion finally
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involves an interplay between normal stresses and curved streamlines:(
λ̃relŨ

R̃c

τ̃ xx

η̃0˜̇γ Rc

)1/2

≥ Mc. (4.6)

Here, R̃c is the radius of curvature of the streamlines, η̃0 is the zero-shear-rate viscosity and˜̇γ Rc = Ũ/R̃c is a characteristic local deformation rate. Additionally, Mc is a critical value
which must be surpassed so that local fluctuations grow and the instability is triggered.
Following the authors’ suggestion (McKinley et al. 1996), we can describe R̃c as a function
of the height of the channel and the radius of the cylinder:

1

R̃c
= a

R̃
+ b

H̃
= 1

R̃
(a + bBR). (4.7)

Here, a and b are constants which characterize the sensitivity of the curvature of the
streamlines to the geometrical aspect ratio. We can define the zero-rate relaxation time,
λ̃rel,0, and the zero-rate first normal stress coefficient Ψ̃1,0 = 2(1 − β)η̃0λ̃rel,0. For a more
precise description of the criterion, we must take into account that the material properties
are strain-rate dependent, so that λ̃rel(˜̇γ ) = Ψ̃1(˜̇γ )/2η̃p(˜̇γ ) and Ψ̃1(˜̇γ ) = τ̃xx(˜̇γ )/˜̇γ 2 (τ̃yy =
0 in the L-PTT model). Considering all the above, and that Wi = λ̃rel,0Ũ/R̃, the criterion
becomes (

λ̃relŨ

R̃
(a + bBR)˜̇γ Rc

Ψ̃ 1

η̃0

Ψ̃ 1,0

Ψ̃ 1,0

)1/2

≥ Mc

→
(

Wi(a + bBR)
λ̃rel

λ̃rel,0
Wi(a + bBR)

Ψ̃ 12(1 − β)

Ψ̃ 1,0

)1/2

≥ Mc

→ Wi(a + bBR)

(
λ̃rel

λ̃rel,0

Ψ̃ 1

Ψ̃ 1,0
2(1 − β)

)1/2

≥ Mc.

(4.8)

This can be reformulated at the critical conditions to

1
Wic

= a′ + b′BR, (4.9a)

a′ = a
√

2(1 − β)

M′
c

, (4.9b)

b′ = b
√

2(1 − β)

M′
c

, (4.9c)

M′
c = Mc

[
Ψ̃ 1,0

Ψ̃ 1(˜̇γ Rc)

λ̃rel,0

λ̃rel(˜̇γ Rc)

]1/2

. (4.9d)

In figure 16, we plot the inverse of Wic against BR. We note that the points can indeed be
approximated by a line, but nonlinearities arise for BR > 0.2. This happens because Wic
slightly increases at BR = 0.25 (see discussion in § 4.2.3). By fitting the linear regime, we
find a′ = 1.48 × 10−3 and b′ = 0.437.
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Figure 16. 1/Wic against BR. Numerical results (black triangles) and linear fitting (red line).

BR ˜̇γ Rc(s
−1) Mc

0.040 5576.9 3.586
0.050 5035.0 3.968
0.075 4448.1 4.487
0.100 4273.1 4.669
0.150 4391.8 4.544
0.200 4885.1 4.089

Table 7. Local deformation rate and the critical value for instability at a given BR.

We can scale (4.7) by setting a = 1. In our case, the viscosity ratio is β = 0.05 and
we find M′

c = 928.5 (see (4.9b)) and b = 294.2 (see (4.9c)). Finally, we can calculate the
local deformation rate for each BR and Mc through (4.9d). To do this, we need the values
of the material properties, Ψ̃1(˜̇γ Rc) and λ̃rel(˜̇γ Rc), which can be calculated numerically
or analytically (Alves, Pinho & Oliveira 2001b) from the steady shear predictions of the
L-PTT model. We report the results in table 7. Here, Mc increases with BR, it reaches
a maximum at BR = 0.1 and then decreases again. The opposite is true for ˜̇γ Rc. In this
way, we know the critical value for instability as a function of the geometry and the flow
conditions of the problem.

Local evaluation of the Pakdel–McKinley criterion can also be insightful in
understanding the regions which are sensitive to elastic instabilities. Calculation of the
local parameter M∗

c has been performed previously by Cruz et al. (2016) and particularly
for the flow around a cylinder by Peng et al. (2023). Following these works, we define
the dimensionless local Pakdel–McKinley parameter as a function of locally calculated
quantities:

M∗
c =
(

Wi|u|
Rc,loc

τss

|τ |F

)1/2

, (4.10)

where |u| is the velocity magnitude, Rc,loc = |u|3/|u × (Du/Dt)| is the radius of
curvature, τss = uT · τ · u/|u|2 is the tensile stress in the streamwise direction and |τ |F
is the Frobenius norm of the stress tensor. In figure 17, we present contours of M∗

c at
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Figure 17. Contours of the Pakdel–McKinley parameter around the cylinder. The material and geometric
parameters are β = 0.05, ε = 0.05, BR = 0.1 and Wi = 20.5.

the region around the cylinder for the main case (β = 0.05, ε = 0.05, BR = 0.1), at
Wi = 20.5, beyond the critical conditions. The quantities are calculated using the base
solution. The parameter is large at the cylinder-wall gaps, due to the small radius of
curvature of the streamlines. However, its largest values are located close to the rear
stagnation point, because of the large shear and tensile stresses, as well as the small radius
of curvature. Clearly, both regions are prone to instability, but, as suggested by the energy
analysis, the perturbations are more pronounced at the stagnation point and the instability
will be triggered there.

4.4. Predictions of the m-L-PTT model: is a shear-thinning flow curve necessary?
In § 4.1, we revealed the energy terms that contribute to the instability, stating that the
convection of the viscoelastic stresses is the most important one. This term creates an
apparent shear-thinning effect because it forces the stresses to vary out of phase with
the strain rate. Any seemingly non-shear-thinning model predicts this behaviour, despite
predicting constant shear viscosity in simple shear, because the material derivative term
is absent in this ideal flow. Because of this, we expect the asymmetric flow instability to
arise under conditions where this apparent shear-thinning term is significant, i.e. when
the solvent contribution is minimal. To test this hypothesis, we repeat the analysis, this
time using the modified L-PTT model (m-L-PTT) (Coates, Armstrong & Brown 1992;
Oliveira 2009). The governing equations are the same, except for (2.3) being replaced
with (2.7). The predictions of the model in viscometric flows are similar to L-PTT, but
the shear viscosity is constant in simple shear; see Appendix A. We examine the effect of
the viscosity ratio β for ε = 0.05 and BR = 0.1. For small β, the model indeed predicts
the asymmetric flow instability, but at larger Wic (figure 18). For example, for β = 0,
Wic = 19.0, while in the case of the L-PTT model, Wic = 12.6. This is an expected
result because the shear-thinning response is not as strong as in the L-PTT case. Here,
Wic increases abruptly with β and the instability vanishes beyond β ≈ 0.025 when the
solvent severely affects the apparent shear-thinning response. For the same ε and BR, the
L-PTT model can reproduce the instability up to β ≈ 0.075. The eigenvector of the leading
eigenvalue at the critical conditions is similar to that of figure 5. The dominant energy
terms are also the same as in the L-PTT case. Thus, the instability is the same in nature,
but it is limited by the weak apparent shear-thinning response of the material.
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Figure 18. Wic against β using the m-L-PTT model. In all cases, ε = 0.05, BR = 0.1.

Since the instability is triggered only for small β, it should not be observed in typical
experiments involving Boger fluids, because their solvent viscosity is usually large. For
example, McKinley et al. (1993) report in Boger fluids a three-dimensional (3-D) periodic
flow instability at the wake of the cylinder, but no 2-D asymmetric flow. However, if
such an instability can be triggered at small β, then we expect this 3-D instability to
arise at Wic ∼ O(1), well before the 2-D asymmetric flow instability (Wic ∼ O(10)).
If additionally, the 3-D instability can be sustained at large Wi, we might observe both
instabilities simultaneously; all these need to be examined.

4.5. Predictions of the e-PTT model: the effect of extension-rate thinning
In the final part of this study, we examine the effect of extension-rate thinning by replacing
the L-PTT with the e-PTT model. An e-PTT material is slightly more shear-thinning, but
more importantly, less elastic compared with an L-PTT material with the same remaining
properties. Because of extension-rate thinning, normal stresses at the wake of the cylinder
are significantly smaller and decrease with Wi. Thus, we expect lateral asymmetry to occur
only when Wi is large enough so that the material is shear-thinning, but simultaneously
small enough for elastic tensile stresses to be important. We test the e-PTT model at
β = 0.05 and BR = 0.1 for different ε. At small ε, the two models predict similar Wic.
However, as we described above, the instability conditions for the e-PTT model are limited
and the instability vanishes for ε > 0.02. The material is not elastic enough and normal
stresses at the wake of the cylinder are unable to produce significant local fluctuations. In
figure 19, we plot the leading eigenvector of the ux velocity for ε = 0.03 at Wi = 30. Note
that the perturbations are confined at the wake of the cylinder. There is a slight tendency
for the fluid to pass preferably through the lower gap between the cylinder and the wall.
However, the magnitude of the velocity there is very small and the flow asymmetry is very
weak. For larger ε or larger Wi, the eigenvector is even more confined at the rear stagnation
point and no asymmetry is evident.

5. Conclusions

In this work, we investigated the 2-D stability of the flow of a viscoelastic fluid around a
confined cylinder. We reproduced the elastic instability leading to lateral flow asymmetry
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Figure 19. Leading eigenvector of the ux velocity for β = 0.05, ε = 0.03, BR = 0.1 at Wi = 30 for a fluid
following the e-PTT constitutive model.

by means of linear stability analysis. This instability requires a combination of elasticity
and shear-thinning, and it causes more fluid to pass through either the upper or the lower
gap between the cylinder and the channel walls. Either one of the two configurations is
equally probable. The transition occurs through a supercritical pitchfork bifurcation to
the new steady solution. We performed an energy analysis, and we concluded that the
instability is induced by coupling the base velocity with stress gradient perturbations and
the base stress with velocity gradient perturbations. These terms arise from the upper
convected derivative terms of the constitutive equation, indicating an instability which
is absent in inelastic fluids. A third term that contributes mildly to the instability is the
perturbation of the viscoelastic function, f, which is translated to perturbations of the
effective material properties. The main contribution to these terms comes from the rear
stagnation point, and that is where the instability is initiated, because of large tensile stress
perturbations there.

We performed parametric studies on the material properties β, ε and the blockage ratio
BR. Larger β (more Newtonian contribution) delays the instability and the critical Wi
increases. The same holds true for larger ε because the polymer chains are less extensible,
and it is rare for them to cross streamlines. With increasing BR, the shear rate at the
gap between the cylinder and the walls increases for a given Wi (or flow rate). Thus,
shear-thinning becomes important at smaller Wi and Wic decreases. In general, a certain
level of shear-thinning and elasticity is necessary for flow asymmetry to arise. Our results
for Wic agree with previous studies (Varchanis et al. 2020a) in all cases.

Moreover, beyond a limiting value of the parameters (β, ε, BR), the instability is
not observed at all because the interplay between elasticity and shear-thinning is not
established. Thus, we extended this work by reporting a second critical Weissenberg
number, Wic2 , at which the symmetric flow is re-stabilized. This happens at large Wi
where the flow is very intense and the shear rate is so large that the shear viscosity does
not practically decrease anymore. For lower β or ε, the material is more elastic and it can
compensate for weaker shear thinning so that Wic2 increases. Here, Wic2 increases with
decreasing BR as well, because the shear rate at the gap increases more mildly with the
flow rate and shear-thinning is relevant at a wider range of Weissenberg numbers.

Additionally, we provided simple expressions for the critical Weissenberg numbers
in terms of the material parameters and the level of confinement. Here, Wic depends
exponentially on the parameters (β, ε, BR), while Wic2 decreases linearly with (β, ε, BR).
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The predictions match the numerical values that we obtained from linear stability. Similar
expressions can be formulated for other viscoelastic models in the future. Moreover, we
discussed the elastic instability criterion developed by McKinley et al. (1996). We reported
the critical value Mc for the onset of the instability, depending on the blockage ratio BR.
Furthermore, we calculated the M value using local quantities and we found that the wake
of the cylinder is more prone to instability, thus verifying the energy analysis result.

It is important to note that shear-thinning is not present only in models that predict
decreasing shear viscosity in simple shear flow. An apparent shear-thinning effect is
generated by the material derivative of the viscoelastic stresses even in models that are
considered non-shear-thinning (Varchanis & Tsamopoulos 2022). Thus, these models can
also predict asymmetric flows around a cylinder, though at limited flow conditions. We
verified this statement with the modified L-PTT model which replicates a Boger fluid in
simple shear. The instability arises at larger Wic and quickly vanishes with increasing
β, because the apparent thinning effect is relatively weak and very sensitive to the
contribution of the solvent.

Finally, we examined the predictions of the e-PTT model to assess the effect of
extension-rate thinning. For small ε, both models predict similar results. With increasing ε,
the instability vanishes in an e-PTT fluid, because tensile stresses at the rear of the cylinder
decrease abruptly with Wi. At flow conditions where the shear viscosity decreases, elastic
stresses are not strong enough to produce fluctuations at the wake of the cylinder. Thus,
elasticity and shear-thinning cannot effectively interact, and the asymmetry in the flow is
minimal.

In the future, we would like to extend this work to other elastic instabilities in the flow
around a confined cylinder, such as those that arise due to the presence of inertia (Kenney
et al. 2013; Shi et al. 2015) or more complex 3-D structures (McKinley et al. 1993).
Additionally, it would be interesting to examine more complex and practical geometries
such as arrays of cylinders (Smith et al. 2003; Shi & Christopher 2016) or even instabilities
in porous media (Kawale et al. 2017; Carlson et al. 2022; Browne et al. 2023).
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Appendix A. Model predictions in viscometric flows

The predictions of the three viscoelastic models in steady shear and uniaxial elongation
are presented in figure 20. The material parameters are β = 0.05, ε = 0.05 and
λ̃rel = 0.145 s. In steady shear (figure 20a), the L-PTT and e-PTT models offer similar
shear-thinning response, while the m-L-PTT predicts constant shear viscosity. However,
the e-PTT model predicts extension rate hardening and then extensional rate thinning at
large extension rate (figure 20b). The L-PTT and m-L-PTT models predict extension rate
hardening and constant extensional viscosity at large ε̇.
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Figure 20. (a) Shear viscosity in steady shear flow, (b) extensional viscosity in steady uniaxial flow.
Predictions of the three models: L-PTT (black), m-L-PTT (red), e-PTT (blue). The material parameters are
β = 0.05, ε = 0.05 and λ̃rel = 0.145 s.

Appendix B. Details of the equations

B.1. Strong form of the linearized equations
Equations (2.11)–(2.13) read in detail:

− ∇Pp + ∇ · τ p + β∇ · γ̇ p = 0, (B1)

with γ̇ p = ∇up + ∇uT
p .

∇ · up = 0, (B2)

Wi[λτ p + ub · ∇τ p + up · ∇τ b − ∇uT
b · τ p − ∇uT

p · τ b − τ b · ∇up − τ p · ∇ub]
+fbτ p + fpτ b − (1 − β)γ̇ p = 0.

(B3)

The term λτp corresponds to the time derivative (λ is the eigenvalue). This term contributes
to matrix B of the eigenvalue problem (see (3.1)).

The viscoelastic functions fb and fp for the L-PTT are

fb = 1 + εWi tr(τ b)
(1 − β)

, fp = εWi tr(τ p)
(1 − β)

. (B4a,b)

While for the ePTT model, after linearization of the perturbed term:

fb = exp
[
εWi tr(τ b)

(1 − β)

]
, fp = fb

εWi tr(τ p)

(1 − β)
. (B5a,b)
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B.2. Weak form of the base equations
The weak form of the base problem reads:∫

T : ∇w dΩ + τLSIC

∫
(∇ · w)(∇ · u) dΩ

+τLSCE

∫
−(1 − β)[(∇w) + (∇w)T] : [con, EQ] dΩ = 0,

(B6)

∫
q(∇ · u) dΩ + τLSME

∫
∇q · (−∇ · T ) dΩ = 0, (B7)∫

M : [con, EQ] dΩ + τLSME

∫
(−∇ · M) · (−∇ · T ) dΩ

+τLSCE

∫
[Wi(u · ∇M) + f (τ )M] : [con, EQ] dΩ

+τDCS

∫
〈∇M|∇τ 〉||con, EQ|| dΩ = 0.

(B8)

Here, con, EQ stands for the constitutive equation, (2.3). Additionally, w, q, M are the
basis functions for the velocity, pressure and viscoelastic stresses, respectively. Equations
(B6)–(B8) represent a least-squares stabilization scheme and τLSIC, τLSME, τLSCE, τDCS
are stabilization terms that depend on the element size and on the local element
quantities. Such a least-squares stabilization generates terms which act similarly to
standard stabilization terms used in viscoelastic flow problems. For example, the
term τLSME

∫ ∇q · (−∇ · T ) dΩ resembles the PSPG term that is used to tackle the
velocity–pressure coupling. The term τLSCE

∫
[Wi(u · ∇M)] : [con, EQ] dΩ acts as a

SUPG stabilization for the hyperbolic constitutive equation. Additionally, the LSCE term
τLSCE

∫ −(1 − β)[(∇w) + (∇w)T] : [con, EQ] dΩ preserves the elliptic nature of the
momentum equation even in the absence of solvent viscosity (β = 0). It acts as a DEVSS
term without the need to introduce extra unknowns for the projection of the velocity
gradient. Finally, the extra term τDCS

∫ 〈∇M|∇τ 〉||con, EQ|| dΩ allows us to circumvent
the HWNP by capturing abrupt viscoelastic stress changes without the need to reformulate
the viscoelastic equation in terms of the log (or square root) of the conformation tensor.
For more details, the interested reader may refer to Varchanis et al. (2019, 2020b, 2022).

B.3. Weak form of the linearized equations
Similarly, the weak form of the linearized equations is∫

T p : ∇w dΩ + τLSIC

∫
(∇ · w)(∇ · up) dΩ

+τLSCE

∫
−(1 − β)[(∇w) + (∇w)T] : (Wiλτ p + con, EQ, stab) dΩ = 0,

(B9)

∫
q(∇ · up) dΩ + τLSME

∫
∇q · (∇ · T p) dΩ = 0, (B10)∫

M : (Wiλτ p + con, EQ, stab) dΩ + τLSME

∫
−(∇ · M) · (∇ · T p) dΩ

+τLSCE

∫
[Wi(ub · ∇M) + fbM] : (Wiλτ p + con, EQ, stab) dΩ

+τDCS

∫
〈∇M|∇τ b〉||Wiλτ p + con, EQ, stab|| dΩ = 0,

(B11)
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con, EQ, stab represents the constitutive equation for the stability problem (B3), excluding
the time derivative term. The Wiλτp terms correspond to the time derivative. These terms
contribute to matrix B of the eigenvalue problem (see (3.1)). The stabilization scheme is
analogous to the base problem. Note that we use the base solution for the least squares
stabilization terms (for example, the LSCE term in (B11)) similar to previous works with
stabilized finite elements (Mittal 1970, 2010).

Appendix C. Energy analysis terms

To obtain the terms for the energy analysis, we take the inner product between the
linearized momentum equations (see (B1)) and the perturbed velocity:

−
∫

∇Pp · up dV +
∫

(∇ · τ p) · up dV +
∫

(β∇ · γ̇ p) · up dV = 0. (C1)

Under creeping flow conditions, the time derivative only appears in the constitutive
equation. Thus, we need a perturbation term that indicates stability or instability of the
base flow if it decays or grows in time, respectively. To this end, write the constitutive
equation (B3) as

τ p = −Wi
fb

[λτ p + ub · ∇τ p + up · ∇τ b − ∇uT
b · τ p − ∇uT

p · τ b − τ b · ∇up

−τ p · ∇ub] − fp
fb

τ b + (1 − β)

fb
γ̇ p = 0.

(C2)

Combining equations (C1) and (C2), we obtain

dEp

dt
= ϕpr + ϕps1 + ϕpu1 + ϕps2 + ϕpu2 + ϕrel + ϕvis, (C3)

where dEp/dt is the rate of change of the perturbed energy associated with the viscoelastic
stresses. The functional terms on the right-hand side represent couplings between base and
perturbed velocity and stress components and their gradients. Any terms that are positive
contribute to the increase of the perturbed energy, thus promoting instability. However,
any negative terms cause dissipation of the energy. The expression for each term is

dEp

dt
=
∫ [

∇ ·
(

Wi
fb

∂τ p

∂t

)]
· up dV =

∫ [
∇ ·

(
Wi
fb
λτ p

)]
· up dV, (C4)

ϕpr = −
∫

∇Pp · up dV, (C5)

ϕps1 = −
∫ [

∇ ·
(

Wi
fb

ub · ∇τ p

)]
· up dV, (C6)

ϕpu1 = −
∫ [

∇ ·
(

Wi
fb

up · ∇τ b

)]
· up dV, (C7)
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ϕps2 =
∫ {

∇ ·
[

Wi
fb

(∇uT
b · τ p + τ p · ∇ub)

]}
· up dV, (C8)

ϕpu2 =
∫ {

∇ ·
[

Wi
fb

(∇uT
p · τ b + τ b · ∇up)

]}
· up dV, (C9)

ϕrel = −
∫ [

∇ ·
(

fp
fb

τ b

)]
· up dV, (C10)

ϕvis =
∫ {

∇ ·
[(

β + 1 − β

fb

)
γ̇ p

]}
· up dV, (C11)

where fb and fp are given for the L-PTT and ePTT models by (B4) and (B5), respectively.
All terms are calculated after integrating by parts and applying the divergence theorem. In
our problem, the surface integrals vanish because up = 0 on all boundaries.

As argued by Ganpule & Khomami (1999), dEp/dt is not the appropriate term to indicate
instability when there is no solvent contribution (β = 0) or when the problem involves a
free surface. A more general approach is to split the viscoelastic stress tensor into a purely
elastic and a purely viscous part:

τ p = Σp + (1 − β)γ̇ p. (C12)

The rate of change of the perturbed viscoelastic energy is then

dEp

dt
=
∫ [

∇ ·
(

Wi
fb

∂Σp

∂t

)]
· up dV + (1 − β)

∫ [
∇ ·

(
Wi
fb

∂ γ̇ p

∂t

)]
· up dV. (C13)

The first term on the right-hand side is the rate of change of the perturbed purely elastic
energy:

dEe

dt
=
∫ [

∇ ·
(

Wi
fb

∂Σp

∂t

)]
· up dV. (C14)

The second term on the right-hand side of (C13) is the rate of change of the perturbed
purely viscous energy, which, after integration by parts and application of the divergence
theorem, can be split into a surface and a volume integral:

dEv

dt
= ϕjump − dVD

dt
, (C15)

where

ϕjump = (1 − β)

∫
n ·
(

Wi
fb

∂ γ̇ p

∂t
· up

)
dΓ , (C16)

dVD
dt

=
∫

(1 − β)
Wi
fb

∂ γ̇ p

∂t
: ∇up dV. (C17)

The term ϕjump vanishes in this problem because up = 0. dVD/dt is the rate of change of
the viscous dissipation associated with the viscous part of the polymer. The inception
of an elastic instability can be tracked through the dEe/dt term. When dEe/dt > 0,
the perturbations grow in time, the elastic energy of the system increases and the
instability is triggered. Simultaneously, the viscous dissipation term, dVD/dt, is expected
to grow, because the perturbed system has higher energy and, thus, more room for energy
dissipation. Finally, combining (C3), (C13)–(C17):

dEe

dt
+ ϕjump = dVD

dt
+ ϕpr + ϕps1 + ϕpu1 + ϕps2 + ϕpu2 + ϕrel + ϕvis. (C18)

1001 A40-29

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/jf

m
.2

02
4.

11
13

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.1113


A. Spyridakis and others

REFERENCES

ALVES, M.A., PINHO, F.T. & OLIVEIRA, P.J. 2001a The flow of viscoelastic fluids past a cylinder:
finite-volume high-resolution methods. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 97 (2–3), 207–232.

ALVES, M.A., PINHO, F.T. & OLIVEIRA, P.J. 2001b Study of steady pipe and channel flows of a single-mode
Phan-Thien–Tanner fluid. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 101 (1–3), 55–76.

BALAY, S., ABHYANKAR, S., ADAMS, M.F., BENSON, S., BROWN, J., BRUNE, P., BUSCHELMAN, K.,
et al. n.d. PETSc 3.20 – PETSc 3.20.2 documentation. https://web.cels.anl.gov/projects/petsc/vault/petsc-
3.20/docs.

BALAY, S., GROPP, W.D., MCINNES, L.C. & SMITH, B.F. 1997 Efficient management of parallelism
in object-oriented numerical software libraries. In Modern Software Tools for Scientific Computing
(ed. E. Arge, A.M. Bruaset & H.P. Langtangen), pp. 163–202. Springer Nature.

BAZILEVS, Y., CALO, V.M., TEZDUYAR, T.E. & HUGHES, T.J.R. 2007 YZβ discontinuity capturing for
advection-dominated processes with application to arterial drug delivery. Intl J. Numer. Meth. Fluids 54
(6-8), 593–608.

BROWNE, C.A., HUANG, R.B., ZHENG, C.W. & DATTA, S.S. 2023 Homogenizing fluid transport in
stratified porous media using an elastic flow instability. J. Fluid Mech. 963, A30.

BYARS, J.A., ÖZTEKIN, A., BROWN, R.A. & MCKINLEY, G.H. 1994 Spiral instabilities in the flow of highly
elastic fluids between rotating parallel disks. J. Fluid Mech. 271 (2), 173–218.

CARLSON, D.W., TODA-PETERS, K., SHEN, A.Q., HAWARD, S.J., CARLSON, D.W., TODA-PETERS, K.,
SHEN, A.Q. & HAWARD, S.J. 2022 Volumetric evolution of elastic turbulence in porous media. J. Fluid
Mech. 950, A36.

CASTILLO, E. & CODINA, R. 2014 Variational multi-scale stabilized formulations for the stationary three-field
incompressible viscoelastic flow problem. Comput. Meth. Appl. Mech. Engng 279, 579–605.

CHILCOTT, M.D. & RALLISON, J.M. 1988 Creeping flow of dilute polymer solutions past cylinders and
spheres. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 29 (C), 381–432.

CHRISTODOULOU, K.N. & SCRIVEN, L.E. 1988 Finding leading modes of a viscous free surface flow: an
asymmetric generalized eigenproblem. J. Sci. Comput. 3 (4), 355–406.

COATES, P.J., ARMSTRONG, R.C. & BROWN, R.A. 1992 Calculation of steady-state viscoelastic flow through
axisymmetric contractions with the EEME formulation. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 42 (1–2), 141–188.

CORONADO, O.M., ARORA, D., BEHR, M. & PASQUALI, M. 2006 Four-field Galerkin/least-squares
formulation for viscoelastic fluids. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 140 (1–3), 132–144.

CRUZ, F.A., POOLE, R.J., AFONSO, A.M., PINHO, F.T., OLIVEIRA, P.J. & ALVES, M.A. 2016 Influence of
channel aspect ratio on the onset of purely-elastic flow instabilities in three-dimensional planar cross-slots.
J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 227, 65–79.

DIMAKOPOULOS, Y., KARAPETSAS, G., MALAMATARIS, N.A. & MITSOULIS, E. 2012 The free (open)
boundary condition at inflow boundaries. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 187–188, 16–31.

GANPULE, H.K. & KHOMAMI, B. 1999 An investigation of interfacial instabilities in the superposed channel
flow of viscoelastic fluids. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 81 (1–2), 27–69.

GRILLET, A.M., BOGAERDS, A.C.B., PETERS, G.W.M. & BAAIJENS, F.P.T. 2002 Stability analysis of
constitutive equations for polymer melts in viscometric flows. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 103 (2–3),
221–250.

HAWARD, S.J., HOPKINS, C.C. & SHEN, A.Q. 2020 Asymmetric flow of polymer solutions around
microfluidic cylinders: interaction between shear-thinning and viscoelasticity. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid
Mech. 278, 104250.

HAWARD, S.J., KITAJIMA, N., TODA-PETERS, K., TAKAHASHI, T. & SHEN, A.Q. 2019 Flow of wormlike
micellar solutions around microfluidic cylinders with high aspect ratio and low blockage ratio. Soft Matt.
15 (9), 1927–1941.

HAWARD, S.J., TODA-PETERS, K. & SHEN, A.Q. 2018 Steady viscoelastic flow around high-aspect-ratio,
low-blockage-ratio microfluidic cylinders. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 254, 23–35.

HERNÁNDEZ, V., ROMAN, J.E. & VIDAL, V. 2003 SLEPc: Scalable Library for Eigenvalue Problem
Computations. Lecture Notes in Computer Science (Including Subseries Lecture Notes in Artificial
Intelligence and Lecture Notes in Bioinformatics), vol. 2565, pp. 377–391. Springer Nature.

HERNÁNDEZ, V., ROMAN, J.E. & VIDAL, V. 2005 SLEPc. ACM Trans. Math. Softw. 31 (3), 351–362.
HOPKINS, C.C., HAWARD, S.J. & SHEN, A.Q. 2020 Purely elastic fluid–structure interactions in

microfluidics: implications for mucociliary flows. Small 16 (9), 1903872.
HUGHES, T.J.R., FRANCA, L.P. & HULBERT, G.M. 1989 A new finite element formulation for computational

fluid dynamics: VIII. The Galerkin/least-squares method for advective-diffusive equations. Comput. Meth.
Appl. Mech. Engng 73 (2), 173–189.

1001 A40-30

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/jf

m
.2

02
4.

11
13

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://web.cels.anl.gov/projects/petsc/vault/petsc-3.20/docs
https://web.cels.anl.gov/projects/petsc/vault/petsc-3.20/docs
https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.1113


Viscoelastic flow around a confined cylinder

JAMES, D.F., SHIAU, T. & ALDRIDGE, P.M. 2016 Flow of a Boger fluid around an isolated cylinder. J. Rheol.
60 (6), 1137–1149.

JOO, Y.L. & SHAQFEH, E.S.G. 1991 Viscoelastic Poiseuille flow through a curved channel: a new elastic
instability. Phys. Fluids A: Fluid Dyn. 3 (7), 1691–1694.

JOO, Y.L. & SHAQFEH, E.S.G. 1992 A purely elastic instability in dean and Taylor–Dean flow. Phys. Fluids
A: Fluid Dyn. 4 (3), 524–543.

KARAPETSAS, G. & TSAMOPOULOS, J. 2013 On the stick-slip flow from slit and cylindrical dies of a
Phan-Thien and Tanner fluid model. II. Linear stability analysis. Phys. Fluids 25 (9), 93105.

KAWALE, D., MARQUES, E., ZITHA, P.L.J., KREUTZER, M.T., ROSSEN, W.R. & BOUKANY, P.E. 2017
Elastic instabilities during the flow of hydrolyzed polyacrylamide solution in porous media: effect of
pore-shape and salt. Soft Matt. 13 (4), 765–775.

KENNEY, S., POPER, K., CHAPAGAIN, G. & CHRISTOPHER, G.F. 2013 Large deborah number flows around
confined microfluidic cylinders. Rheol. Acta 52 (5), 485–497.

KUMAR, M. & ARDEKANI, A.M. 2022 Hysteresis in viscoelastic flow instability of confined cylinders. Phys.
Rev. Fluids 7 (9), 093302.

MAROUSIS, A., PETTAS, D., KARAPETSAS, G., DIMAKOPOULOS, Y. & TSAMOPOULOS, J. 2021 Stability
analysis of viscoelastic film flows over an inclined substrate with rectangular trenches. J. Fluid Mech. 915,
A98.

MCKINLEY, G.H., ARMSTRONG, R.C. & BROWN, R.A. 1993 The wake instability in viscoelastic flow past
confined circular cylinders. Phil. Trans.: Phys. Sci. Engng. 344 (1671), 265–304.

MCKINLEY, G.H., PAKDEL, P. & ÖZTEKIN, A. 1996 Rheological and geometric scaling of purely elastic
flow instabilities. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 67 (1–3), 19–47.

MITTAL, S. 1970 Linear stability analysis of time-averaged flow past a cylinder. Comput. Model. Engng Sci.
27 (1 & 2), 63–78.

MITTAL, S. 2010 Stability of flow past a cylinder: energy budget of eigenmodes. Intl J. Numer. Meth. Fluids
63 (5), 533–547.

MOSS, G.R. & ROTHSTEIN, J.P. 2010 Flow of wormlike micelle solutions past a confined circular cylinder.
J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 165 (21–22), 1505–1515.

NATARAJAN, R. 1992 An arnoldi-based iterative scheme for nonsymmetric matrix pencils arising in finite
element stability problems. J. Comput. Phys. 100 (1), 128–142.

NOLAN, K.P., AGARWAL, A., LEI, S. & SHIELDS, R. 2016 Viscoelastic flow in an obstructed microchannel
at high Weissenberg number. Microfluid Nanofluid 20 (7), 1–12.

OLIVEIRA, P.J. 2009 Alternative derivation of differential constitutive equations of the Oldroyd-B type.
J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 160 (1), 40–46.

OLIVEIRA, P.J. & MIRANDA, A.I.P. 2005 A numerical study of steady and unsteady viscoelastic flow past
bounded cylinders. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 127 (1), 51–66.

PAKDEL, P. & MCKINLEY, G.H. 1996 Elastic instability and curved streamlines. Phys. Rev. Lett. 77 (12),
2459–2462.

PAPANASTASIOU, T.C., MALAMATARIS, N. & ELLWOOD, K. 1992 A New outflow boundary condition. Intl
J. Numer. Meth. Fluids 14 (5), 587–608.

PENG, S., TANG, T., LI, J., ZHANG, M. & YU, P. 2023 Numerical study of viscoelastic upstream instability.
J. Fluid Mech. 959, A16.

PETTAS, D., KARAPETSAS, G., DIMAKOPOULOS, Y. & TSAMOPOULOS, J. 2015 On the origin of extrusion
instabilities: linear stability analysis of the viscoelastic die swell. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 224,
61–77.

PETTAS, D., KARAPETSAS, G., DIMAKOPOULOS, Y. & TSAMOPOULOS, J. 2019 Viscoelastic film flows
over an inclined substrate with sinusoidal topography. II. Linear stability analysis. Phys. Rev. Fluids 4 (8),
083304.

PHAN-THIEN, N. 1978 A nonlinear network viscoelastic model. J. Rheol. 22 (3), 259–283.
PIPE, C.J. & MONKEWTIZ, P.A. 2006 Vortex shedding in flows of dilute polymer solutions. J. Non-Newtonian

Fluid Mech. 139 (1–2), 54–67.
QIN, B., SALIPANTE, P.F., HUDSON, S.D. & ARRATIA, P.E. 2019 Upstream vortex and elastic wave in the

viscoelastic flow around a confined cylinder. J. Fluid Mech. 864, R2.
RIBEIRO, V.M., COELHO, P.M., PINHO, F.T. & ALVES, M.A. 2014 Viscoelastic fluid flow past a confined

cylinder: three-dimensional effects and stability. Chem. Engng Sci. 111, 364–380.
SHI, X. & CHRISTOPHER, G.F. 2016 Growth of viscoelastic instabilities around linear cylinder arrays. Phys.

Fluids 28 (12), 124102.
SHI, X., KENNEY, S., CHAPAGAIN, G. & CHRISTOPHER, G.F. 2015 Mechanisms of onset for moderate

Mach number instabilities of viscoelastic flows around confined cylinders. Rheol. Acta 54 (9–10), 805–815.

1001 A40-31

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/jf

m
.2

02
4.

11
13

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.1113


A. Spyridakis and others

SHIANG, A.H., ÖZTEKIN, A., LIN, J.C. & ROCKWELL, D. 2000 Hydroelastic instabilities in viscoelastic
flow past a cylinder confined in a channel. Exp. Fluids 28 (2), 128–142.

SMITH, M.D., JOO, Y.L., ARMSTRONG, R.C. & BROWN, R.A. 2003 Linear stability analysis of flow of an
Oldroyd-B fluid through a linear array of cylinders. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 109 (1), 13–50.

VARCHANIS, S., HOPKINS, C.C., SHEN, A.Q., TSAMOPOULOS, J. & HAWARD, S.J. 2020a Asymmetric
flows of complex fluids past confined cylinders: a comprehensive numerical study with experimental
validation. Phys. Fluids 32 (5), 053103.

VARCHANIS, S., SYRAKOS, A., DIMAKOPOULOS, Y. & TSAMOPOULOS, J. 2019 A new finite
element formulation for viscoelastic flows: circumventing simultaneously the LBB condition and the
high-Weissenberg number problem. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 267, 78–97.

VARCHANIS, S., SYRAKOS, A., DIMAKOPOULOS, Y. & TSAMOPOULOS, J. 2020b PEGAFEM-V: a new
Petrov-Galerkin finite element method for free surface viscoelastic flows. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech.
284, 104365.

VARCHANIS, S. & TSAMOPOULOS, J. 2022 Numerical simulations of interfacial and elastic instabilities. Sci.
Talks 3, 100053.

VARCHANIS, S., TSAMOPOULOS, J., SHEN, A.Q. & HAWARD, S.J. 2022 Reduced and increased flow
resistance in shear-dominated flows of Oldroyd-B fluids. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 300, 104698.

VERHELST, J.M. & NIEUWSTADT, F.T.M. 2004 Visco-elastic flow past circular cylinders mounted in a
channel: experimental measurements of velocity and drag. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 116 (2–3),
301–328.

WITTSCHIEBER, S., DEMKOWICZ, L. & BEHR, M. 2022 Stabilized finite element methods for a fully-implicit
logarithmic reformulation of the Oldroyd-B constitutive law. J. Non-Newtonian Fluid Mech. 306, 104838.

YOKOKOJI, A., VARCHANIS, S., SHEN, Q.A. & HAWARD, S.J. 2023 Rheological effects on purely-elastic
flow asymmetries in the cross-slot geometry. Soft Matt. 20, 152–166.

ZHAO, Y., SHEN, A.Q. & HAWARD, S.J. 2016 Flow of wormlike micellar solutions around confined
microfluidic cylinders. Soft Matt. 12 (42), 8666–8681.

1001 A40-32

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/jf

m
.2

02
4.

11
13

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2024.1113

	1 Introduction
	2 Problem formulation
	3 Numerical implementation
	3.1 Finite-element formulation
	3.2 Solution procedure

	4 Results
	4.1 Main case, L-PTT model: = 0.05,= 0.05,BR = 0.1
	4.2 L-PTT model: parametric study
	4.2.1 The effect of the viscosity ratio, 
	4.2.2 The effect of the extensibility parameter 
	4.2.3 The effect of the confinement BR = R/H

	4.3 L-PTT model: Dependence of Wic and Wic2 on material properties and geometry
	4.4 Predictions of the m-L-PTT model: is a shear-thinning flow curve necessary?
	4.5 Predictions of the e-PTT model: the effect of extension-rate thinning

	5 Conclusions
	Appendix A. Model predictions in viscometric flows
	Appendix B. Details of the equations
	B.1 Strong form of the linearized equations
	B.2 Weak form of the base equations
	B.3 Weak form of the linearized equations

	Appendix C. Energy analysis terms
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 400
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


