JOSEPH RALSTON CALDWELL, 1916-1973

ON DECEMBER 23, 1973, Joseph Ralson
Caldwell died of a massive coronary in Athens,
Georgia. From his early archaeological ex-
periences in the southeastern United States,
through his final days as professor of anthro-
pology at the University of Georgia, he was
always immersed in the humanistic approach to
prehistoric anthropology. Although most wide-
ly known among American archaeologists for
his theoretical and substantive contributions to
the archaeology of eastern North America, he
also made important contributions in Near East
prehistory.

Born in Cleveland, Ohio, Joe spent his
formative years of training in Kenmore, New
York, as well as in Nice, Biarritz, and Paris,
France. He entered the University of Chicago
where he bypassed his Bachelor of Arts degree
and was advanced to the Master’s program. He
conducted excavations on the Georgia coast
and received his Master of Arts in 1943.
Following a period of service with the Smith-
sonian Institution, the United States National
Museum, the National Park Service, and an
expedition to the Near East, he returned to the
University of Chicago and was awarded his
Ph.D.in 1957.

Joseph Caldwell’s archaeological field ex-
posure began during the late Depression years
in Georgia. As assistant archaeologist and sub-
sequently supervisor of W.P.A. excavations near
Savannah (1938-41), his eye and mind were sharpened through excavation as well as association
with such peers as Antonio (“Tono””) Waring, Preston Holder, and Frederick Hulse. Gradually, the
fragments of coastal southeastern United States prehistory assumed regularity and resulted in
several extremely perceptive publications as well as Joe’s Master’s thesis (1943).

It was in the tradition of “great books,” however, that the roots of Joe’s anthropological
conceptions were founded. Although he had no objections to the use of the hypothetico-deductive
method, formidable statistics or computers (“Indeed,” he once concluded, “there is much to be
said for scientific rigor . . . archeology could do with a bit more of the ways of thought so often
recommended and so seldom employed. .. ” [Caldwell 1971:412]), his preoccupation with the
humanistic approach is understandable when one recalls his eclectic educational background. Upon
re-entering the University of Chicago in 1942, Joe Caldwell and Richard “Scottie” MacNeish as
roommates became engrossed in discussions of the “Buzzard Cult.” It was at this time that the
“Chicago School” of anthropology was in full swing. New ideas were in the mixing pot as W.P.A.
veterans returned from the field seasoned with months of excavations and field crews which
sometimes numbered in the thousands. Not only were these young anthropologists armed with
considerable field knowledge, but they were thinking ‘“‘culture-and-continuity” rather than
“migration-invasion-extinction.” This became an explanatory framework around which the
temporal evolution of localities, regions, and areas were studied. Functionalism was in the vogue;
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Joe, along with others, was exposed to what might be thought of as the forerunner of systems
theory in prehistory. With the notion that one cultural system could have led to another, Joe
inspired (or perhaps instigated as “Scottie” recently intimated) his roommate to visit Mexico and
dig to see if the “Buzzard Cult” was there. MacNeish never found the “Buzzardists,” but later
found agriculture. Thus, in part, Joe was responsible for Scottie’s early interest in Mexico. While
these ideas and concepts were probably viewed as blasphemy among some archaeologists,
retrospection reveals that a new dimension of understanding resulted.

Having received his Master’s and begun his doctoral work, Joe entered a term of professional
employment. He prepared exhibits under contract to the Illinois State Museum, and became a
scientific aide in the Division of Archaeology, United States National Museum (1943-45). From
there, he transferred to the position of archaeologist, River Basin Survey, Bureau of Ethnology,
Smithsonian Institution. Under the general supervision of Frank H. H. Roberts, Jr., he undertook
surveys and excavations in the areas of the southeastern United States where sites were threatened
by construction of hydroelectric dams. His experiences in Georgia were of special importance in
the intellectual and personal growth of Joe Caldwell. Not only did his work and associations
provide the basis for “Trend and Tradition,” but it was in Georgia where he met and married
Sheila, herself an archaeologist and daughter of A. R. Kelly. In 1953, Joe transferred from the
Smithsonian Institution to the National Park Service as archaeologist and continued river basin
surveys until he resigned in 1955 to return to the University of Chicago.

In the early 1950s, Joe wrote a short article entitled “On the Rim of the Oikumenne ...”
(n.d.). It was in this article that he first elaborated on Kroeber’s notion of the Oikumenne, or as he
later termed it, the interaction sphere. The seeds for this concept, however, had been sown early
in his career. In particular, the 12 years separating his periods of formal training were filled with
experiences which stimulated his drive to understand the processes of human cultures. These
experiences combined with the fertile Chicago scholasticism to yield what many have viewed to be
Joe’s magnum opus: “Trend and Tradition in the Prehistory of the Eastern United States” (1958).
Appearing first as his dissertation and subsequently published jointly in 1958 by the Illinois State
Museum and the American Anthropological Association, the monograph was a milestone in the
understanding of eastern United States prehistory. Joe reasoned that cultures should be viewed
through time as unified wholes. This being the case, there must be basic identifiable factors of
tradition and innovative trends arising within and between cultures which would be evident in the
archaeological data. Reasoning in this fashion he was able to propose in a diagrammatic manner
the ebb and flow of cultures in the eastern United States. Although subject to challenge and in
need of revision, the monograph stands as a major theoretical contribution to archaeology.

Joe Caldwell’s interest in the prehistory of the Near East and his training at the University of
Chicago were not without causal connection. In 1948, he had been a member of the University of
Chicago-University of Pennsylvania expedition to Nippur, Iraq, and Tall-i-Ghazir, Iran. There,
under the direction of Donald McCown, his New World interest in cultural processes found an Old
World testing ground: the rise of civilization and the development of agriculture and animal
husbandry. His return to the University of Chicago thus set the stage for his continuing studies of
cultural processes in both world hemispheres. Of particular significance while at Chicago was his
association with the Irag-Jarmo Project, headed by Robert Braidwood. Joe prepared portions of
numerous manuscripts and a paper on ceramics from two sites of the post-Jarmo/pre-Hassuna time
range. In addition, he accepted responsibility for the publication of the results of McCown’s
expeditions to Tall-i-Ghazir, Iran, a site he had visited in 1948.

Having completed his studies at the University of Chicago, he joined the Illinois State Museum
as Head Curator of Anthropology. During his ten-year stay in Illinois, Joe organized scores of
exhibits on the Indians of midwestern North America. Here, he reached new audiences and
influenced many people associated with the Museum and the University of Chicago. His deep,
resonant voice, his mild manner, and his abiltiy to convey his vast knowledge of prehistory made
his lectures and slide talks command performances. Notable among his many excavations were
Dickson Mound and Twenhofel. He was the prime mover in pursuading Illinois to acquire an
additional 90 acres of the Cahokia Site, a critical area with which he and his father-in-law, A. R.
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Kelly, were intimately familiar. Joe also expended considerable energy assessing the State of
Illinois’ nonrenewable archaeological resources and pressed for an adequate antiquities law. He
participated in and chaired many local, regional, national, and international symposia and
meetings. A master of grantsmanship, he was awarded numerous contracts to continue his
archaeological research interests in the United States and the Near East.

In the years 1963-64, Joe Caldwell returned to Iran as Fulbright Professor of Archaeology at
the University of Tehran and as professor of anthropology at the Medical School of the National
University of Iran. During a reconnaissance of the “internal hilly flanks” of southern Iran, he and
his wife-colleague-interpreter Sheila investigated Tall-i-Ibiis, a site with a long prehistoric sequence.
Sensing the import that this site might bear on the rise of civilization, he returned and excavated
Tall-i-Iblis in 1966. From this research, Joe was able to demonstrate the smelting of copper ore
prior to 4000 B.C. Equally important was his documentation of the well-preserved remains of a
town which preceded Mesopotamian cities. His published research on Tall-i-Iblis reveals his new
insights into the nature of early urbanization, domestication of plants and animals, metalurgical
development, and rare contacts with Mesopotamian centers. Although his wish to return to Iran
was thwarted by physical illness, he continued to publish his research on Iran until his death.

His formal teaching career began at the University of Georgia in 1967. As a thoroughly
seasoned and dedicated professor of anthropology in the Department of Sociology and
Anthropology, he assumed teaching duties as well as directorship of the Laboratory of
Archaeology. The State of Georgia, his early “‘stamping ground,” provided a unique and nostalgic
environment in which he set out to fulfill what he was unable to accomplish earlier. Joe wished to
combine his vast knowledge and research interests with teaching in the hopes of equipping a
younger generation with the tools sufficient to contribute to the field of professional archaeology
in his own style. As an instructor, Joe provoked the minds of undergraduate and graduate students
alike. Even as he opened new research frontiers in Georgia, he was able to combine his personal
research and writing with his teaching. During his six years as professor of anthropology at the
University of Georgia, he completed more than 24 survey, research, and excavation projects
throughout the state, and had graduated three Master and two Ph.D. students.

There is a related dimension to Joseph Ralston Caldwell which we, his two Ph.D. graduates, feel
charged to write about. His tenure at the University of Georgia coincided with ours, thereby
providing an opportunity to view his unique personal quality which was the true measure of the
man. His philosophy of living acknowledged his many debts to those who had helped him over the
rough spots in his career. Joe repaid them by doing for others, a credo shared by his wife Sheila
and five children. The Caldwell home was never his private castle; rather, he and Sheila shared their
family life generously with students in need of shelter and refuge from the pressures of academic
life.

Not once, however, did he sacrifice his professional commitments in developing student
competency. For us, his expectations were at times difficult to live with. These expectations often
created stimulating intellectual engagements which occurred whenever the spirit was about-—-and
the spirit was always about. Joe did not live vicariously with the projects which we contrived, but
actually became immersed in the mechanics of operation. He did these things and more in the face
of intense personal frustration and sacrifice: he had suffered through seven years of heart attacks
and medical complications, but continued expressing expectation, little fear, and no complaint.

Joe once stated with regard to students, “I’'m piling up little grains of sand for the future.” It is
in this kind of statement that the profound quality of his being leaves a still visible trail of impacts
upon people and events. His students, colleagues, and friends are keenly aware of his absence.

KENT A. SCHNEIDER
DONALD L. CRUSOE

Acknowledgments. We express our gratitude to Joe’s many friends and colleagues who assisted in the
preparation of this manuscript. In particular, we acknowledge the aid of James A. Brown and Robert S. Neitzel,

https://doi.org/10.1017/50002731600075995 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0002731600075995

306 AMERICAN ANTIQUITY [Vol. 41, No. 3, 1976

who critiqued the manuscript in its early stages. We express our sincere appreciation to Sheila and members of
the Caldwell family for sharing their unique perspectives on Joe as well as their aid in documentation. Finally,
we extend our thanks to Betty Smith and to Susan Mewborn, Joe’s secretary, for their help in preparation of
Joe’s bibliography.

Bibliography of Joseph Ralston Caldwell

1939a (with A. J. Waring, Jr.) Coastal Georgia pottery type descriptions. Southeastern Archaeological
Conference Newsletter 1(5 and 6).

1939b Recent discoveries at Irene Mound, Savannah. Society for Georgia Archaeology, Proceedings 2(2):31-35.

1939¢ (with A. J. Waring, Jr.) The use of a ceramic sequence in the classification of aboriginal sites in Chatham
County, Georgia. Southeastern Archaeological Conference Newsletter 3:6-7.

1940 The results of archaeological work in Chatham County. Society for Archaeology, Proceedings 3(1).

1941 (with C. McCann and F. S. Hulse) Irene Mound site, Chatham County, Georgia. University of Georgia
Press.

1943 Cultural relationships among five archaeological sites on the Georgia coast. Unpublished M.A. thesis,
University of Chicago.

1947 Appraisal of the archaeological resources, Allatoona Reservoir in Bartow, Cobb and Cherokee Counties,
Georgia. Smithsonian Institution, River Basin Surveys. Mimeographed.

1950 A preliminary report on excavations in the Allatoona Reservoir. Early Georgia 1(1):4-21.

1951 Palachacolas town. Journal of the Washington Academy of Sciences 38(10):321-24.

1952a The archaeology of eastern Georgia and South Carolina. In 4rchaeology of the eastern United States,
edited by James B. Griffin, pp. 312-21. University of Chicago Press, Chicago.

1952b (with C. E. Thompson and S. K. Caldweil) The Booger Bottom Mound: a Forsyth period site in Hall
County, Georgia. American Antiquity 17:319-28.

1953a Appraisal of archaeological resources, Buford Reservoir, Georgia. Smithsonian Institution, River Basin
Surveys. Mimeographed.

1953b The Rembert mounds, Elbert County, Georgia. Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 154:303-22.

1954a Appraisal of archaeological resources, Hartwell Reservoir, Georgia and South Carolina. National Park
Service, Washington, DC. Mimeographed.

1954b The old quartz industry of Piedmont Georgia and South Carolina. Southern Indian Studies 5:37-39.

1955a Cherokee pottery from northern Georgia. American Antiquity 20:277-80.

1955b Investigations at Rood’s Landing, Steward County, Georgia. Early Georgia 2(3):22-49.

1956 An effect of style on the timing of diffusion. Anthropology Tomorrow 4(3):84-93.

1958 Trend and tradition in the prehistory of the eastern United States. Published jointly by the Illinois State
Museum, Scientific Papers, vol. 10, and the American Anthropological Association as Memoir 88.

1959a Man and resources. lllinois State Museum, Springfield.

1959b The Mississippian period. lllinois Archaeological Survey Bulletin 1:33-39.

1959c The new American archaeology. Science 129:303-07.

1959d Prehistoric site of Cahokia in Illinois. Ford Times, February.

1960 (with M. Emmons and P. Munson) A prehistoric house from Fulton County, Illinois. Living Museum
22(5):5117.

1962a Eastern North America. In Courses toward urban life, edited by Robert Braidwood and Gordon Willey,
pp- 288-308. Viking Fund Publications in Anthropology 32.

1962b Question and answer in archaeology. Living Museum 24(7):150.

1964a (with R. L. Hall, Editors) Hopewellian studies. lllinois State Museum, Scientific Papers 12.

1964b Interaction spheres in prehistory. In Hopewellian studies, edited by Joseph R. Caldwell and Robert L.
Hall, pp. 133-43. lllinois State Museum, Scientific Papers 12.

1964c The origins of civilizations. (With a Persian translation by Ezat Q. Negahban.) United States Commission
for Cultural Exchange with Iran.

1965 Primary forest efficiency. 21st Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Bulletin 3:66-69.

1966a (with R. C. Dougherty) Evidence of early pyrometallurgy in the Kerman Range in Iran. Science
153:984-85.

1966b The new American archaeology. In New roads to yesterday, edited by Joseph R. Caldwell, pp. 33347.
Basic Books, New York.

1966¢c (Editor) New roads to yesterday. Basic Books, New York.

1966d (with S. M. Shahmirzadi) Tall--Iblis: the Kerman Range and the beginnings of smelting. Illinois State
Museum Preliminary Reports 7.

1967a (with M. Sarraf) The exploration of Excavation Area B. In Investigations at Tall-i-Iblis, edited by Joseph
R. Caldwell, pp. 272-308. lllinois State Museum Report 9.

1967b The house the “x” built. Living Museum 28(12):92-93.

1967¢ (with D. W. Chase and 1. Fehervari) The Iblis sequence and the exploration of Excavation Areas A, C,
and E. In Investigations at Tall-i-Iblis, edited by Joseph R. Caldwell, pp. 111-201. Illinois State Museum
Report 9.

1967d (Editor) Investigations at Tall-i-Iblis. [llinois State Museum Report 9.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50002731600075995 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0002731600075995

Schneider and Crusoe] JOSEPH RALSTON CALDWELL 307

1967¢ Islamic sites outside the Bardsir Valley. In Investigations at Tall-i-Iblis, edited by Joseph R. Caldwell.
Hllinois State Museum Report 9.

1967f A marble vase fragment from Iran. Living Museum 29(5):132-33.

1967g New discoveries at Dickson Mound. Living Museum 29(6):13942.

1967h Prehistoric technology in southeast Iran. Paper delivered at 16°™€ Recontre Assyriologique Interna-
tionale, Chicago. Mimeographed.

19671 The setting and results of the Kerman project. In Investigations at Tall-i-Iblis, edited by Joseph R.
Caldwell, pp. 21-39. lllinois State Museum Report 9.

1967 Tall-i-Iblis. Iran 5:14446.

1967k Tall-i-Iblis, an ancient town. Living Museum 28(9):70-71.

1968a Eacavations at Tall-i-Iblis. Paper delivered at Meeting 5, International Congress of Iranian Art and
Archaeology, Tehran, Iran.

1968b The geographical aspect of transition from uncivilized to civilized societies. Paper delivered to
participants in the Annual Meeting, Georgia Academy of Science, Shorter College, Georgia.

1968c Pottery and culture history on the Iranian Plateau. Journal of Near Eastern Studies 27(3):178-83.

1968d Review of New perspectives in archaeology, edited by Sally R. Binford and Lewis R. Binford. American
Anthropologist 73:411-14.

1968e Tall-i-Iblis. In Les Publications d’Art et d’Archéologie, Paris.

1968f Tall-i-Iblis and the beginning of copper metallurgy at the fifth millennium. Archaeologia Viva 1:144-50.

1970 New world archaeology. In Infroductory readings in archaeology, edited by Brian M. Fagan, pp. 14-29.
Little Brown, Boston.

1971 Chronology of the Georgia coast. 26th Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Bulletin 13:89-91.

1973a The Chatham County project--then and now. Paper delivered to participants in the 30th Southeastern
Archaeological Conference, Memphis.

1973b Cultural evolution in the old world and the new, leading to the beginnings and spread of agriculture.
Paper prepared for distribution to participants in the session *“Origins of Agriculture,” 9th International
Congress of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, Chicago.

n.d. The pottery of Ali Agha and El Khan. (Manuscript on file at the Oriental Institute, Chicago, for future
publication.)

n.d. (with A. R. Kelly) Study of the Mulberry pottery. Institute of Archaeology, University of South Carolina.
(In press, ms. 1974.)

n.d. Tall-i-Gazir, the cultural sequence from the step trench. (Manuscript, Caldwell Memorabilia, in the hands of
his wife, Sheila K. Caldwell, for future publication.)

https://doi.org/10.1017/50002731600075995 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0002731600075995



