
Prehistory to Climate Emergency (2021) – that urges the reuse and retention of
existing buildings to generate net zero carbon architecture – would have sharpened
Tyack’s timely relevance to pressing concerns of architects and historians of the
built environment.

None of this should detract from the important contribution of the book, how-
ever. Tyack constantly refers to what exists on the ground, making it a supplemen-
tary guide to historic towns and cities. As the post-pandemic interest in localities
develops, and ‘staycationing’ becomes increasingly popular, this will appeal to
the general reader whose interest in local history will be greatly enriched.
Additionally, it reflects Tyack’s long experience of teaching and disseminating
architectural history: he has done a considerable service for teachers of architectural
history related to place, and this should be an important addition to students’ bibli-
ographies across several disciplines. In terms of impact, therefore, it is admirable
and makes urban and landscape history joyously accessible. But finally, Tyack’s
modest introduction overlooks its real academic merit as an updating of, homage
and riposte to Hoskins’ seminal work; this should take its place as an introduction
to landscape studies for the twenty-first century.

Ann-Marie Akehurst
Independent Scholar

Juliana Adelman, Civilised by Beasts: Animals and Urban Change in
Nineteenth-Century Dublin. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2020.
248pp. 28 figures. £85.00 hbk. £14.99 pbk.
doi:10.1017/S0963926822000700

Juliana Adelman’s Civilised by Beasts adds to a growing array of urban histories that
explore non-human animals’ central roles in shaping everyday life as large cities
evolved in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Her work both highlights
common themes in the literature on urban animals, while also documenting what
made Dublin different. The result is a lively examination of animals, urban life and
economic transformation within the fraught political setting of Irish–British relations.

At one level, Civilised by Beasts offers a familiar account of domesticated animals’
challenging, disruptive presence in urban settings. Horse-drawn transportation,
livestock drives, free-ranging pigs and vagrant dogs made the nineteenth-century
city a difficult place to navigate, and urban residents from all walks of life had to
cope with a certain robust chaos whenever they ventured out of doors. Bemused com-
plaints about errant pigs and their predilections have become a bit of a cliché in the
historical literature, and Dublin certainly had its fair share of such animals. Animals
on the loose also became a cultural lens for measuring cities’ civilizational status, and
they fuelled class-based conflicts. Catherine McNeur, for example, has detailed how
hogs and pigs in the streets and neighbourhoods of nineteenth-century New York
City pitted working-class subsistence needs against middle-class perceptions of nuis-
ance. Urban animals’ untidy meanderings also served as a basis for New York elites’
attack on ‘the swinish multitudes’, which equated proximity to animals with the
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moral degradation of those commonly referred to as ‘the vicious and disorderly
classes’. Dubliners, in Adelman’s account, waged similar battles over urban poverty.
As Adelman observes of mid-nineteenth-century Dublin, ‘[T]he desire to make life
in poverty less beastly revealed an assumption that the poor were, if not animals, at
least lesser humans’ (p. 83).

Every city, however, also reflects its own specific historical and cultural condi-
tions, and here is where Adelman’s account of Dublin shines. Struggles over
Ireland’s political status, the wrenching horrors of the Great Famine and the sub-
sequent political economy of beef made for reckonings with animals that were
marked by Dublin’s unique history and social circumstances. Although Adelman
does not invoke colonialism directly as an analytical device, her study amply
demonstrates how Ireland’s subordinate status cast long shadows over Dubliners’
efforts to contend with the city’s animal-based order. Civilised by Beasts also pro-
vides important insights about the rural–urban interface, an oft-neglected topic in
urban histories.

The question of greater Irish autonomy, whether through repeal of the Union
Act or via other means, lent a distinctive spin to civilizational anxieties surrounding
animals. Middle- and upper-class Dubliners, like their counterparts in other global
cities, viewed the poor in animalistic terms. At the same time, however, one senses
from Adelman’s narrative that city boosters also sought a civilized image for Dublin
in order to counter Britons’ racialized and colonial attitudes towards the Irish.
Hence the mission of the Zoological Society to advance, as Adelman puts it,
‘civic and national improvement’ (p. 27). Animal welfare advocacy similarly pro-
mised to demonstrate Dublin’s civilized status, although critics warned that it did
so at the risk of prioritizing the alleviation of animal suffering ahead of human
woes. In particular, the politics of repeal suggested that on the one hand, British
advancements in legalizing protections for animals underscored the cruelty of pol-
icies that impoverished people in Ireland and denied them basic rights. On the
other hand, however, some advocates of repeal also considered Irish animal welfare
advocacy a distraction from more pressing political matters. In either case, the rela-
tionship between people and animals provided discourses and cultural ammunition
for addressing Ireland’s national question.

The famine years amplified such matters while also precipitating a fundamental
agricultural transformation towards beef production. First of all, the famine exacer-
bated well-established discourses about poverty and human animality when
increasingly desperate peasants sank further and further into immiseration. The
worst came when death by starvation, combined with social breakdowns, left bodies
to be consumed by scavengers. ‘To become food for dogs and wild animals’,
Adelman observes, ‘was to be robbed of humanity’ (p. 65). Scenes of fatted cattle
on display for export while countless people lacked sustenance further underscored
the price of life without home rule. But the potato blight also shifted Irish agricul-
ture towards livestock production, which turned Dublin into ‘an urban cowtown,
Ireland’s market metropolis’ (p. 93).

Civilised by Beasts is one of the few urban animal histories that deals directly and
at length with the agricultural–urban nexus, its political economy and its spatial
transformations. Irish beef slated for British markets meant Dublin became the
key point of transfer in the shipment of cattle from Irish fields to Liverpool and
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onward to English markets. As Adelman tartly observes, ‘If post-Famine Ireland
was becoming an English grazing farm, then Dublin was becoming its barn’
(p. 106). This economic transition had major infrastructural implications, in the
form of railroad lines and quays. Moreover, it fixed Dublin’s livestock-oriented spa-
tiality for more than a century. Decades after major US cities had removed livestock
from downtown cores, or from city limits altogether, ‘Dublin retained a cattle mar-
ket within the city limits until 1973, complete with cattle driven across town to the
port and a population of city-dwelling drovers’ (p. 113). Private slaughterhouses
could still be found in Dublin in the early 1980s, and city leaders were still pushing
to remove the remaining piggeries from the city in the early 1990s. In an animal
history literature that tends to emphasize the gradual exclusion of livestock from
urban spaces in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the longevity
of large animals in Dublin is striking and suggests the need for further study of
livestock economies and their urban dimensions.

Civilised by Beasts offers a rich account of how Irish historical currents shaped
Dublin’s animal history. As Adelman shows, even as Dubliners responded at times
to animals’ presence in ways typical of other large cities, their experiences also
reflected the specificities of their own urban and national settings. Readers inter-
ested in animals, urban history, the history of agriculture and food production,
and even the history of colonialism, will find much of interest in this careful and
discerning study.

Jessica Wang
University of British Columbia

Eloise Moss, Night Raiders: Burglary and the Making of Modern Urban Life in
London, 1860–1968. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2019. 250pp. £27.99 hbk.
doi:10.1017/S0963926822000694

Fear of burglars, and stories of houses being burgled, were a fixture of my 1980s
childhood in suburban Birmingham. A two-week holiday away in August during
the school summer holidays was understood to pose the biggest risk. Preventive
measures included locks and burglar alarms but also neighbourly assistance such
as someone to pick up the post from the mat in the hallway so the house did
not look empty. Mitigating the risk of burglary was an integral part of holiday pre-
parations, like buying sun cream and packing the car. Of course, people still secure
their homes before they go away on holiday, but the cultural fear of burglary has
lost some of its potency as it has become less frequent and as other crimes spark
greater cultural anxiety. Between 1993 when I was still at school and 2009 when
I was into my thirties, burglary in England and Wales declined by 67 per cent.1

Before reading Eloise Moss’ fascinating Night Raiders, I did not know that until
the Theft Act 1968, burglaries only happened at night. Breaking into and stealing

1J. Hunter and A. Tseloni, ‘Equity, justice and the crime drop: the case of burglary in England and
Wales’, Crime Science, 5 (2016), 1–13.
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