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the world. The Great Depression altered the social, political, and economic transforma-
tions that were taking place in different ways in each nation but these processes were not 

different cases, it is clear that there is not one standard story on the effects of the Great 
Depression in Latin America. He does add that, compared to Europe and the United 
States in the 1930s, the Great Depression in Latin America was a more positive and 
creative episode.

The most recent edition of Larry Neal and Rondo Cameron’s A Concise Economic 
History of the World (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2015) relabeled 
the Great Depression the Great Contraction and argue that while there is a lively debate 
on the causes and consequences of the great contraction the consensus is that there is no 
consensus. In this spirit of intellectual debate The Great Depression in Latin America is 
one solid contribution to the historiography on the subject. This book should be required 
reading for scholars who study the Great Depression in a global context and are not 
specialists in Latin America as well as for Latin Americanists who wish to understand 
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David M. Stark’s Slave Families and the Hato Economy in Puerto Rico is a welcome 
addition to a growing literature examining the families of enslaved persons in the 
Caribbean beyond the sugar plantation. This work focuses on the hatos, or open-range 
ranches of Puerto Rico, and in doing so, deepens our understanding of the institution of 
slavery and its many variations. Based largely upon an exhaustive analysis of ecclesi-
astical records dating from 1660–1815, Stark is able to reconstitute the family lives of 
Puerto Rico’s enslaved persons, family lives that generations of scholars have debated 
regarding their nature, and even their existence. 

The hato economy was radically different from the Caribbean sugar economy that 

Domingue, and only much later in the Spanish islands. It arose in the mid-to-late seven-
teenth century as the dominant economic model in rural areas, supplanting earlier small-
scale sugar production. It was diverse, and its ranches raised livestock, foodstuffs, and 
sometimes harvested dyewoods and timber. To be sure, the hatos found many customers 
among their sugar-producing neighbors (oftentimes as part of a contraband trade), but to 
assume that slavery on an hato and slavery on a sugar plantation were not two distinct 
experiences would be a mistake, as Stark deftly argues. Labor on hatos tended to be far 
less arduous than that practiced by enslaved persons in other parts of the Caribbean, and, 
as Stark writes, enslaved laborers on hatos were healthier and had more time of their 
own to improve their lives in a myriad of ways, from engaging in the market economy 
to forming families of their own. They did so even in the face of the rigors of slavery, 
even if the slavery they endured was not sugar slavery.

Focusing on Arecibo, Puerto Rico, and an examination of more than 39,000 baptismal 
records, Stark demonstrates that newly-imported African slaves tended to be absorbed 
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by the urban labor market where capital was more likely to be available than on rural 
ranches (pp. 79–81). In consequence, sex ratios among enslaved persons on the hatos 
became more balanced by the mid-to-late seventeenth century. The combination of a 
relatively balanced sex ratio and the work regimens of the hatos meant that slaves there 
were somewhat uniquely poised to create a family life of their own, and there is no 
better indication of that than that enslaved persons living and working within the hato 
economy sustained their population through natural increase. 

an enslaved person’s ability and decision to marry. He notes that in the eighteenth 

among slaves and free people throughout Latin America. Likewise, it appears reason-
able to assume that owners who could not afford to purchase newly-imported enslaved 
persons might promote marriage and family life in order to maintain or even grow their 
labor force. Stark examines 12,408 marriages, of which 949 were marriages involving at 

those of mixed status (both slave/free and racially) decreased as the hato economy with 
-

ning in the last quarter of the eighteenth century. His examination of marriage is based 
on extensive quantitative analysis, but, as he notes, marriage is an institution apart from 
slavery. Marriage’s operation in the case of enslaved persons is very much informed 
by slavery, but remains subject to human desires and emotions, and allows enslaved 
persons the opportunity to assert their autonomy.

Family life, particularly with respect to children, was another way for enslaved 
persons to create a world of their own, apart from the dominion of their owner. Within 
Puerto Rico’s hato economy, the work cycle was more conducive to family life than 
may be seen elsewhere in slave societies. Stark notes a high degree of legitimate births 
among enslaved persons, ranging up to 50 percent from 1749–1764 (p. 138). Thereafter, 
the legitimacy rate slowly declined, a decline ascribed to the rise of sugar, even as legiti-
mate births remained stable among the free population. Still, the majority of enslaved 
children were born outside marriage. This should not, however, suggest that those chil-
dren lacked a family life; many unmarried couples enjoyed long-term, stable unions.

Examination of the hato economy demonstrates the danger of subsuming all 
Caribbean slavery under the umbrella of sugar, while providing new insights into slav-
ery’s operation in areas on the periphery of empire, even while at the center of the 
Caribbean, and in doing so, begs new questions. Stark writes at length of the transfor-
mation of the Puerto Rican economy, from sugar to ranching and back to sugar again, 
and does so with skill. Yet, this last transformation transpired in the context of one 
of the most momentous events in Caribbean history—the revolt of the slaves in Saint 
Domingue. Although Puerto Rico’s turn to sugar occurred several decades subsequent 
to that event, it remains to be seen how that change affected the family lives of enslaved 
persons in the hato economy. Did owners promote it to contain the contagion of revolu-
tion? Finally, much of Stark’s analysis centers on comparisons between enslaved people 
and free people. Stark notes that enslaved persons commonly married free people 
of color because there was both a large population of free people of color and there 

people of color are often subsumed into the category of free (along with whites) in his  
analysis. 
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This work will be of service both to scholars of the Caribbean and of slavery. Based 
on detailed and careful quantitative analysis, it will advance our understanding of the 
nature and operation of an institution with much yet to reveal. Students especially will 

the period under examination.

SARAH L. FRANKLIN, University of North Alabama
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This is a working group book that emerged from a workshop on “New Histories of 
Rice” held in March 2011. The scope of topics and the disciplines covered in the 15 
chapters are impressively broad—the editors and the authors of the chapters are from 
departments of history, social anthropology, Chinese studies, African studies, social 
science, environmental studies, economic history, plant breeding, and agrarian devel-

Bolk Institute, and the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute). 
All told, the chapters traverse roughly three centuries and four continents: Africa, the 

Americas, Europe, and Asia. The periods, however, do not overlap neatly across regions 

the chapters are written in the style of a case study, while others are summaries that 

introduce scholarship on the domestication and the genetic mapping of different vari-
eties of rice. 

Rice, we are told on the book jacket, is food to half of the world’s population. It is 

it is taxed, allocated, controlled by communities, and governments. What can a compar-
ison of all the different ways in which rice has been used reveal? What can a reader 
learn from this diverse set of papers and their different approaches? The book is not 
easy to read from cover to cover because of the very many different perspectives that are 
included. Setting the work of specialists in proximity does not in itself create a cohesive, 
interdisciplinary work. If, however, the chapters are read with an eye towards learning 
about a different region of the world, the chapters demonstrate how the problem of 
producing rice has been solved in a myriad of different ways. Taken together, the 
evidence might allow us to see how certain deeply ingrained assumptions do not sit 
quite right in a different context, and in the process, help to inspire new questions. The 
book is perhaps most useful for those specialists who know very well a certain area of 
the literature or a certain region, because these are probably the same people who will 
be most surprised at the amount of global variation beyond their own turf.

If there is one takeaway lesson then, it is that one should not generalize too much 

book usefully provides a few examples of the regional balkanization found in existing 
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