
of the country, the processes of population migration, and the
phenomenon of stigmatization. In this regard, measures and edu-
cational programs are needed to improve the provision of psychi-
atric care to the child population at the level of primarymedical and
social care.

Disclosure of Interest: None Declared

EPP0373

Sexual exploitation of male youth: background
characteristics and needs from a life-course perspective

G. Mercera1, S. Leijdesdorff1, E. Heynen2 and T. van Amelsvoort1*
1Psychiatry and Neuropsychology, Maastricht University, Maastricht
and 2Clinical Psychology, Open University, Heerlen, Netherlands
*Corresponding author.
doi: 10.1192/j.eurpsy.2024.536

Introduction: Sexual exploitation is a human rights violation that
has a detrimental impact on the psychological-, physical- and social
well-being of victims. Sexually exploited male youth are prevalent,
yet underrepresented in clinical practice, policy and research. There
are multiple barriers that often prevent male youth to disclose and
to seek or receive support, such as gender norms, limited awareness
of victimization and feelings of guilt and shame.
Objectives: By gaining more insight into the background and
clinical characteristics of male victims and their care and support
needs, this study aims to raise awareness and to better inform
policymakers, care- and educational professionals on adequate
prevention and intervention efforts.
Methods: Twenty-six male youth at high-risk or victims of sexual
exploitation participated in this qualitative study. By means of
semi-structured interviews and case-file analyses, data was col-
lected by to identify risk and protective factors in their life-course
and care and support needs.
Results: Results indicate that several vulnerabilities (e.g. previous
experiences of abuse and neglect, mental health problems, house-
hold dysfunction, social rejection, running away, substance use)
and a lack of positive and supportive relationships led male youth
into high-risk situations. Among these were involvement in pay
dates, survival sex and criminality, which contributed to victimiza-
tion. Experiences of stigmatization were often a barrier to express
vulnerabilities and to disclose victimization. There was a wide
variety in care and support needs, including peer-to-peer support,
therapy, support with day-to-day practices and anonymous sup-
port.
Conclusions: These results will contribute to adequate prevention
and intervention strategies and meet the unique needs of male
youth at risk for, or victim of sexual exploitation.
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Introduction: Today, the most vulnerable group of Ukrainians
are children. Their physical and mental health has been tested
since 2020, from COVID-19 to 2022, the start of a full-scale-
russia’s war against Ukraine. The children of Ukraine were the
first to feel the changes, since a complete change in life and the
principles of acquiring primary adaptive skills of social inter-
action were distorted by COVID-19. Subsequently, new chal-
lenges in the form of war deformed the idea of life, happiness
and the future.
Objectives: Studying the level of adaptation potential in children
and adolescents living in the front-line zone in Ukraine.
Methods: The examination included the use of clinical-
psychological, psychodiagnostic and psychometric research
methods.
Results: The study in 2021 involved 217 children and adolescents
with signs of maladjustment. In 2022, 378 children and adolescents
with signs of maladjustment, of which 285 children are still in the
frontline zone of Ukraine, 93 children, at the time of 2022, were
taken abroad and returned to Kharkov in 2023.
During the initial analysis of the results, it was revealed that
children with low adaptive resources are more susceptible to show-
ing signs of maladjustment. One of the main factors of an adapta-
tion resource is interaction with others (direct communication). It
was this criterion that became the primary frustrating factor for
children in the first months of the war. External isolation has led to
a lack of communication between children and everyone in
Ukraine, who during COVID-19 have adapted to a way of com-
municating while staying at home in physical isolation. War is a
powerful independent psychogenic factor for the formation of
maladaptation, but in today’s realities it has also become an add-
itional trigger for a previous psychogenic event in the life of
Ukrainians.
Parents, for their part, note a sharp deterioration in the well-
being of their children, frequent complaints of headaches
(89.4%), overwork, aggressiveness (81,5%), closed-mindedness
(78,6%), health complaints (74,5%), which is why they have to
often consult a doctor and endlessly carry out diagnostics in
search of reasons for deterioration (72,3%), weight loss
(64,5%). The data indicate the frustration of being in the front-
line zone, which aggravates mental health and triggers the process
of disruption of adaptation and mental health of children and
adolescents.
Conclusions: The study is aimed at developing a psychorehabilita-
tion program for children and adolescents with a low level of
adaptive resource.
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