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wealth Trans-Antarctic Expedition (1955-58), and was
sustained during his directorship of British Antarctic
Survey (as FIDS was renamed) from 1962 to retirement in
1973. S ir Vivian' s earlier Antarctic books, The crossing of
Antarctica (with Sir Edmund Hillary, 1958) and Of ice and
men (1982) cover the Antarctic period very well. This
account of the remainder of his life is no less fascinating.

Bom in 1908, Sir Vivian's early years included adver-
sities, in particular during World War I when his German
father was interned. In happier times, as a Cambridge
undergraduate reading geology, he was introduced to polar
work on a summer expedition to Greenland led by James
Wordie, formerly a member of Shackleton's second expe-
dition. Between 1931 and 1938 he was involved in
expedition work in East Africa, gaining a wide experience
of travel and self-sufficiency which was to serve him well
in World War II. He entered the war as a territorial
subaltern and served in West Africa and Europe, latterly as
a Staff Officer with Civil Affairs in a ravaged and con-
quered Germany. Sir Vivian's work with the Falkland
Islands Dependencies Survey (in which he served for 33
years) and with the three-year Commonwealth Trans-
Antarctic Expedition is covered in more detail in his earlier
books, but very adequately dealt with here. A concise
introduction by geologist Ray Adie, long-time colleague
and former sledging companion, emphasises the scientific
as well as the exploratory aspects of this work.

The narrative style is interesting, illustrations and
maps are well selected, and there is an efficientindex. The
work is dedicated 'For my family'. Themes of travel,
natural history and expeditionary work are blended into a
most interesting autobiography. After so much of an
eventful life, the title is particularly apt. (R. K. Headland,
Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge,
Lensfield Road, Cambridge CB2 1ER.)

FUTURE OF ANTARCTICA

ANTARCTICA'S FUTURE: CONTINUITY OR
CHANGE? Herr, Richard A., Hall, H. Robert and Ha-
ward, Marcus G. (editors). 1990. Hobart, Australian
Institute of International Affairs. 338 p, soft cover. ISBN
0-7246-2528-3. AUS$30.00.

Launched by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator
Gareth Evans, in August 1990, this book reproduces the
proceedings of 16th National Conference of the Australian
Instituteof International Affairs, held in Hobart in Novem-
ber 1989. The authors of the 15 chapters represent a cross-
section of some of the major thinkers in current Antarctic
policy.

Central is the debate over the Convention on the
Regulation of Antarctic Minerals Resource Activities
(CRAMRA), commonly referred to as the Minerals Con-
vention. This has split the Antarctic community into na-
tions supporting the Convention as the best means of
controlling mining and providing environmental protec-
tion in Antarctica, and those opposing it outright. Defence
of the Convention is strong: Chris Beeby, the New Zealand
Deputy Secretary, Ministry of External Relations, John

Heap, head of Polar Regions Section, Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office, UK, and Tucker Scully, Director,
Office of Oceans and Polar Affairs, Department of State,
USA argue in favour of the Convention's ratification.
They, and others, argue that the Convention fills a potential
gap in the Antarctic Treaty by providing a comprehensive
framework for controlling mining, while ensuring long-
term environmental protection. In contrast the Australian/
French initiative supporting a comprehensive environ-
mental protection convention which will establish Antarc-
tica as a 'nature reserve — land of science' is outlined by
Prime Minister Bob Hawke and suported by Jacques
Cousteau. Hawke maintains that the initiative is not
challenging the Treaty system or the operation of the
consensus principle, but challenging the changing per-
spective of environmental responsibility. It is Gillian
Triggs, Reader in Law, University of Melbourne, Austra-
lia, who then lays the groundwork for a comprehensive
environmental regime. Support for a World Park is pro-
vided by Lyn Goldsworth, Greenpeace Australia and
Coordinator of the Antarctic and Southern Oceans Coali-
tion.

Bill Bush's paper is a major contribution to the debate.
His analysis concludes that a strong comprehensive envi-
ronmental protection regime is a viable goal at this stage
and that many solutions to the contentious issues involved
can be pirated from the existing elements of the Antarctic
Treaty System. The Australian/French initiative has
raised the profile of Antarctic conservation, possibly
championing the rise of a new environmental regime. The
initiative is being taken very seriously by Antarctic Treaty
Consultative Parties, whose Special Consultative Meeting
was convened in November 1990 to discuss the negotia-
tion of a comprehensive system for protection of the
Antarctic environment While the book will be most
useful for the academic or student, interested lay readers
will find chapters surveying major issues on the Antarctic
agenda including the role of science in Antarctica, sover-
eignty, and issues sourrounding security and demilitariza-
tion. At AUS$30 the 338 pages, including four appendi-
ces of the most important Antarctic treaties regulating
Antarctic affairs, are a most important addition to the lit-
erature. In Antarctic policy issues, that seem to change
weekly, the authors, editors and publishers are to be
congratulated for the quick time from conference papers to
book release. (Lome K. Kriwoken, Centre for Environ-
mental Studies, University of Tasmania, GPO Box 252C,
Hobart, Australia 7005.)

AN ISLAND REVEALED

SUBANTARCTIC MACQUARIE ISLAND: ENVI-
RONMENT AND BIOLOGY. Selkirk, P. M., Seppelt, R.
D. and Selkirk, D. R. 1990. Cambridge, Cambridge
University Press (Studies in Polar Research). 285 p,
illustrated, hard cover. ISBN0 521 26633 5. £40.00,
US$65.00.

A narrow, isolated volcanic massif some 34 km long and
5km wide, Macquarie lies across the West Wind Drift just
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