
ANGELS AND MEN, by Ladislaus Boros. Seumh Pmr. 1976. pp. 128 f2.26 

If, as the author claims, “Jesus” has 
become “our only angel”, it is not entirely 
clear what the point is of a book of medi- 
tations on the angels. Some of them are 
attractive and thougbt-provoking, but 
largely as meditations either on Christ or 
on human behaviour. There is a faldy ex- 
plicit deaire for some kind of reconcilia- 
tion of the devil to be acceptable as chrb 
tlan doctrine. But I fear that most readers 
wiU feel dther that Bow’ angels are too 

d e m y t h o l o ~  or that they are not de- 
mythologized enough, and I think that 
thin is inevitable in a book treating of 
angels as such, but in the belief that angels 
are all, good and bad dike, ovcrccune and 
superseded by W t .  

The plcturea by Max von Moos do not 
seem to me to be particularly helpN or 
relevant, but others may dbagree. 

SIMON TUGWELL, O.P. 

NO HANDLE ON THE CROSS, by K o u k m  Kayma. SCM. 1876. pp 120 f136 

Dr. Koyama L a Protestant theologian 
of Japanese extraction, with experience of 
teaching in a h t y  of Far -tern cow 
Mes. His new book is a d e n  of reflee 
tiom on the b d c  nttltudca appropriate to 
C h r i s h  in a mkdonary situation, espec- 
ially that of Asia He contraats the stmx 
which ha dm&e&es as that of the 
“cJudtied mind” with fhat which he 
assodates with the tvpical Westem atti- 
tude of m t t h g  r e a o ~ f i a s 3 .  The 
Cross has no handle, it cannot be carded 
around easily and CPBdentty Like a lunch 
box. We, and not least midomuiea, have 
been too concerned to be effidcnt, for- 
getting that the Christ we have to preach 
k the crudaed Lord, and it is only when 

authority to preach Him. We have made 
God too sensible, too obvious, and as a 
result he Simply bores people. And we 
have been too arrogant and simplistic in 
our conviction that Christ is the only Way, 
Christianity the only religion. In spite of 
our boast to be the most incarnate, the 

WC too Bte cIucificd that we have My d 

most historical of nliglonr, in fact we have 
not lived up to thia, becaws we haw 
known too many answers in advance. “If 
Christianity were Scrioudy concerned with 
history, it would have listened to the 
storbs of the A h  peoples and thus 
would have become a most ffttm&g 
faith among the A h  peoples’’. Dr. Kay- 
ama regrets the prevalence of “ J e w  t the 
answer’’ svangattation; the true God of 
Christianity LaGod who bafflss us by not 
rctiag comprehendvely and eaecisnlly. He 
may solve our immediate problems; on the 
other hand, he may make them worm. 
That is not the criterion. Qlrirtiudty b 
not a “happy ending” religion. 

This is a stimulating book, with pertin- 
ent comments on misaion, not only in 
Asia, but anywhere; and it Chellenges us 
afresh with the centrality of the Crm. 
And it adumbrates a possible approach to 
the difficult question of how the midon- 
ary stands with regard to other religions. 

SIMON TUGWELL, 01. 
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