
Volume 24 No. 2 1990 

SOCIETY 
REVIEW 

The Journal of the Law and Society Association 

Special Issue: Longitudinal Studies of Trial Courts 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315


LAW~.SOCIETY 
~ REVIEW 

POLICY 
The Law & Society Review welcomes articles and research notes by lawyers, social 
scientists, and other scholars that bear on the relationship between society and the 
legal process. The Review is published by the Law and Society Association, an inter-
national group drawn primarily from the legal and social science professions, whose 
purpose is the stimulation and support of research and teaching on the cultural, eco-
nomic, political, psychological, and social aspects of law and legal systems. 

1990 MEMBERSHIPS 
Members of the Law and Society Association receive the Review 
membership. Dues in the Association are: 
Student (nonvoting) $15.00 Contributing 
Regular $50.00 Sustaining 
Contributions to the Law and Society Association are tax exempt. 

as a perquisite of 

$ 75.00 
$150.00 

1990 FREQUENCY AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 
The Law & Society Review (ISSN 0023-9216) is published 5 times each year; February, 
April, July, October, and December by the Law and Society Association, Hampshire 
House, University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Amherst MA 01003. Second class 
postage is paid at Amherst, MA, and additional mailing offices. 
POSTMASTER: Send address change form 3579 to: Law & Society Review , Hamp-
shire House, University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Amherst MA 01003. 
Subscriptions may be entered on a volume basis. Each volume consists of approxi-
mately 1000 pages (plus index). Nonmember and institutional rates for a one-year 
subscription are $79.00 ($84.00 outside the U.S.A.). Special two- and three-year rates 
are available on request. Single copies of the current issue may be obtained from the 
Association at $10.00 each. Single copies of back issues are available at $10.00 each, 
except for Vol. 3, Nos. 2 and 3 (combined issue), Vol. 7, No. 4, and Vol. 13, No. 2, which 
are $15.00 each, Vol. 11, No. 2 (Special Issue), which is $2.00, Vol. 14, No. 3, which is 
$4.00, and Vol. 15, No. 3-4, which is $20.00. Add $.50 per issue shipping outside U.S. 
Direct communications to: Executive Office, Law and Society Association, Hampshire 
House, University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Amherst MA 01003. 

MANUSCRIPTS 
All manuscripts and editorial correspondence should be sent to: 

Shari Diamond, Editor 
Law & Society Review 
Department of Psychology (M/C 285) 
University of Illinois-Chicago 
Box 4348 
Chicago, IL 60680 

Manuscripts should be submitted in quadruplicate. Text, including footnotes and ref-
erences, should be double spaced with ample (1¼ inch) margins. Footnotes, refer-
ences, tables, and graphs should follow the main body of the text. Citations that make 
the author's identity obvious should, to the extent feasible, be deleted from three of 
the four copies in order to facilitate anonymous reviewing. Each manuscript should 
contain a short (100 word) abstract and one biographical description of the author(s) 
should be submitted. A style sheet is available upon request. Manuscripts cannot be 
returned to authors. Because of the commitment we ask of our outside referees, the 
Review cannot consider for publication manuscripts being considered by other jour-
nals, and a submission to the Review carries with it the implicit promise that the man-
uscript will not be submitted elsewhere so long as it is under consideration by the 
Review. 

The Law & Society Review gratefully acknowledges the generous assistance of Univer-
sity of Illinois, Chicago, and The American Bar Foundation in supporting its editorial 
office. 

The Law & Society Review, its editors, editorial board, and publisher, and the Law and 
Society Association, disclaim responsibility and liability for any statements of fact or 
opinion made by contributors. 

© The Law and Society Association, 1990 
All Rights Reserved 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315


LAW~ .sOCIETY
~ REVIEW

VOLUME 24, NUMBER 2 / 1990

CONTENTS

About the Authors

From the Editor

211

215

INTRODUCTION

FRANK MUNGER Trial Courts and Social Change: The
Evolution of a Field of Study 217

PART I
CRITICAL REFLECTIONS ON THE FIELD

Introduction 227

LAWRENCE M. FRIEDMAN Opening the Time Capsule: A
Progress Report on Studies of Courts over Time 229

JOSEPH SANDERS The Interplay of Micro and Macro
Processes in the Longitudinal Study of Courts: Beyond
the Durkheimian Tradition 241

PART II
PUSHING TRIAL COURT DOCKET DATA TO THE LIMITS­

AND BEYOND

Introduction 257

CHRISTIAN WOLLSCHLAGER Civil Litigation and
Modernization: The Work of the Municipal Courts of
Bremen, Germany, in Five Centuries, 1549-1984 261

F. VAN LOON AND E. LANGERWERF Socioeconomic
Development and the Evolution of Litigation Rates of
Civil Courts in Belgium, 1835-1980 283

STEPHEN DANIELS Caseload Dynamics and the Nature of
Change: The Civil Business of Trial Courts in Four
Illinois Counties 299

RICHARD LEMPERT Docket Data and "Local Knowledge":
Studying the Court and Society Link over Time 321

DAVID M. ENGEL Litigation Across Space and Time:
Courts, Conflict, and Social Change 333

ALBERT J. REISS, JR. Longitudinal Study of Trial Courts:
A Plea for Development of Explanatory Models 345

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315


PART III
NEW THEORY FOR LONGITUDINAL TRIAL

COURT RESEARCH

Introduction 353

A. Dispute Processing-The Paradigm Extended

LYNN MATHER Dispute Processing and a Longitudinal
Approach to Courts 357

MARC GALANTER Case Congregations and Their Careers 371

BRITT-MARl BLEGVAD Commercial Relations, Contract,
and Litigation in Denmark: A Discussion of Macaulay's
Theories 397

B. Courts as Complex Organizations

JOHN F. PADGETT Plea Bargaining and Prohibition in the
Federal Courts, 1908-1934 413

CARROLL SERON The Impact of Court Organization on
Litigation 451

BARBARA YNGVESSON Contextualizing the Court:
Comments on the Cultural Study of Litigation 467

C Courts and the Theory of the State

WOLF HEYDEBRAND Government Litigation and National
Policymaking: From Roosevelt to Reagan 477

JOHN A. STOOKEY Trials and Tribulations: Crises,
Litigation, and Legal Change 497

ERIK H. MONKKONEN The American State from the
Bottom up: Of Homicides and Courts 521

D. Law and Economics

ROBERT D. COOTER and DANIEL L. RUBINFELD
Trial Courts: An Economic Perspective 533

PART IV
COMPARATIVE RESEARCH· PROGRESS AND PROBLEMS

Introduction 547

DAVID S. CLARK Civil Litigation Trends in Europe and
Latin America Since 1945: The Advantage of
Intracountry Comparisons 549

HELEEN F. P. IETSWAART The International Comparison
of Court Caseloads: The Experience of the European
Working Group 571

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315


CONCLUSION

FRANK MUNGER Afterword: Studying Litigation and
Social Change 595

REFERENCES 617

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315


LAW~ .sOCIETY
~ REVIEW

Editor:

Associate Editor:

Review Essays Editor:

Editorial Assistant:

Production Editor:

Shari Seidman Diamond

Jonathan D. Casper

Joseph Sanders

Fred Meyer

Bette H. Sikes

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Richard Berk, University of California, Los Angeles
Gregory A. Caldeira, Ohio State University
Bliss C. Cartwright, Pelavin Associates, Washington, DC
Joe Shelby Cecil, Federal Judicial Center
Jacqueline Cohen, Carnegie Mellon University
Jane Collier, Stanford University
Ellen S. Cohn, University of New Hampshire
John L. Comaroff, University of Chicago
James Eisenstein, Pennsylvania State University
David M. Engel, State University of New York, Buffalo
William L. F. Felstiner, American Bar Foundation
Vincenzo Ferrari, University of Bologna
Marc Galanter, University of Wisconsin, Madison
James L. Gibson, University of Houston
Michael R. Gottfredson, University of Arizona
Carol J. Greenhouse, Cornell University
Kermit Hall, University of Florida
V. Lee Hamilton, University of Maryland
Christine B. Harrington, New York University
Keith Hawkins, Oxford University
John P. Heinz, Northwestern University
Heleen Ietswaart, Erasmus University
Ronald Kahn, Oberlin College
Steven Klepper, Carnegie-Mellon University
Lewis A. Kornhauser, New York University
Colin Loftin, University of Maryland
Bruce H. Mann, University of Pennsylvania
Inga Markovits, University of Texas
Lynn M. Mather, Dartmouth College
Joan McCord, Temple University
Carrie Menkel-Meadow, University of California, Los Angeles
Sally Engle Merry, Wellesley College
Setsuo Miyazawa, Kobe University
Eric H. Monkkonen, University of California, Los Angeles
John F. Padgett, University of Chicago
Raymond Paternoster, University of Maryland
Daniel Rubinfeld, University of California, Berkeley
Takao Tanase, Kyoto University
Tom R. Tyler, Northwestern University
Barbara Yngvesson, Hampshire College
Franklin E. Zimring, University of California, Berkeley

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0023921600029315

