
and complexities, including the fact that “All sides simultaneously appealed to legal positivism
and its natural law critique” (127). While the opponents of prosecutions (using retroactive or
any other law) became increasingly influential, Pendas contends that their (often newfound)
commitment to proceduralism contributed to West German democratization even if it under-
mined the pursuit of substantive justice.

Chapter 4 discusses developments in the Soviet Zone. German courts here were initially
“not half-bad” (144). A degree of due process and judicial independence remained in 1947–
1948 but completely disappeared by the time of the 1950 Waldheim trials that heralded East
Germany’s “fully Stalinist justice” (163). Even the earlier trials, Pendas suggests, contributed
in various ways to the development of an authoritarian regime, even if they were also moti-
vated by, and delivered, substantive justice.

Chapter 5 raises the issue of “trials that did not happen.” It details the murder of a Czech
Jew in Berlin in April 1945, the aborted postwar criminal investigation thereof, and commu-
nist criticism of the responsible state prosecutor who seemed reluctant to prosecute Nazi
crimes. Pendas notes that unpublicized investigations cannot be pedagogically effective
and that neither the prosecutor’s nor his critics’ approaches promoted the rule of law.

An epilogue briefly addresses the politics of amnesty in the early 1950s and the fate of
Control Council Law No. 10. It also summarises Pendas’ arguments: that one cannot speak
of a “unitary system of transitional justice” in occupied Germany (200); that Allied trials
“provoked more resistance than introspection” (198); that giving German courts jurisdiction
over crimes against Germans produced greater impact and more complex debate, in which
western opponents of prosecutions made their case on due process grounds, ruling out the
kind of “anti-constitutionalism” (200) that had plagued the Weimar Republic; and that even
early trials in the Soviet Zone, which displayed due process, contributed to Stalinization.

Even if they are not entirely new, these are important points. Pendas makes numerous
useful conceptual distinctions, some of which he could apply more consistently. What con-
stitutes politicization or a “political trial” in the quintessentially political context of transi-
tional justice deserves more systematic consideration. So too does the relationship between
criminal prosecutions and denazification in the various zones. Pendas claims unconvincingly
that the two were folded together in the Soviet Zone, but his discussion of the American
Zone largely ignores that many crimes (such as denunciation) were addressed there in
the context of denazification. The book thus highlights both the benefits and the difficulties
of adding to the crowded literature in this highly complex field that continues to fascinate
scholars and students, as this well-written book undoubtedly will.
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Revolution im Stall. Landwirtschaftliche Tierhaltung in
Deutschland 1945-1990

By Veronika Settele. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2020.
Pp. 394. Hardback €65.00. ISBN: 978-3525311226.
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Germany’s turn from an agricultural nation to an industrial powerhouse was rapid, disori-
enting, and well-documented. Changes that began in the nineteenth century accelerated
after 1945, with more and more Germans leaving the land for the town or city, and the
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remaining farms becoming increasingly mechanized. How, though, did the agricultural sec-
tor employ ever-fewer Germans but somehow produce ever-greater quantities of beef,
chicken, and pork, not to mention eggs and milk, for a hungry public? What, moreover,
did this transformation mean for the increasing numbers of Germans whose only close con-
tact with farm animals occurred in the freezer section of the grocery store? Veronika Settele
sets out to answer these questions by focusing on developments in German animal hus-
bandry from 1945 to 1990.

Settele takes an “integrated German-German view” (317) of postwar animal husbandry,
and the resulting monograph is an example of the value of centering commonalities rather
than contrasts in scholarship of the postwar Germanys. In Communist Pigs (2020), Thomas
Fleischmann used the growth of pig farming in the GDR as an entry point into how commu-
nism shaped the postwar economy and how the industrialization of agriculture both super-
charged productivity and created growing environmental problems for rural East Germans.
Settele picks up on some of these themes but widens the lens, arguing that the rationalized
production of beef, chicken, and pork in both Germanys came about primarily through the
increased medical management of farm animals; the adoption of new methods of quantify-
ing farm animals and their products; and the application of new technical innovations to the
care and feeding of farm animals.

The end of the Second World War served as a turning point because the crisis conditions
of the immediate postwar period – widespread hunger among the human population, weak-
ened health of surviving livestock, and limited availability of feed for existing animals –
allowed and accelerated the implementation of efficiencies which animal husbandry experts
had been researching since the nineteenth century. Hundreds of thousands of expellees from
the East needed to be settled and integrated into the economies of the FRG and the GDR, and
providing them with livestock was a necessary prerequisite to their hoped-for success as
farmers. Questions of optimal animal management became of paramount importance to
the recovering Germanys.

The book is divided into three thematic sections in roughly chronological order, on the
farming of cows, chickens, and pigs. The transformation of these creatures into beef, chicken,
and pork is one Settele takes seriously, as she understands animals as living beings; com-
modities, yes, but not in the usual sense. Their biological processes, possibilities, and limi-
tations affect the extent to which they may be rationalized in both capitalist and
communist systems. Animal experts worked, within biological limitations, to transform ani-
mals as much as possible into living machines, who could be automatically fed and watered
without troubling the farmer, milked on a convenient schedule, maintained in a limited
space, or characterized according to a “refinement coefficient” (Veredelungskoeffizient), devel-
oped so that the efficiency of poultry operations might be measured and compared.

The stall became the nexus of human-animal interaction and the primary site of the post-
war transformation in animal husbandry. Expert agronomists shared their innovations with
young farmers through informational films, trade publications, and intensive agricultural
education courses. These students applied expert advice by maintaining careful watch
over growing herds and flocks, which spent most of their time in a stall and under surveil-
lance rather than grazing in fields. The shrinking of animal horizons was accompanied by
other artificial interventions designed to maximize animal output while minimizing input
of feed and labor. For cows, artificial insemination facilitated ever-more-selective breeding.
The odd chicken in the barnyard, provider of a daily protein supplement to the farm family
of yesteryear, became the cage-bound member of a massive flock of factory-farmed birds.
Pigs enjoyed a massive redesign of the pigsty, a transformation that minimized human effort
required for feeding and cleaning.

The optimization of animal bodies was not without negative consequences, for the ani-
mals themselves as well as the lands on which they once grazed. Optimized feeding and
mechanized extraction left animals more productive but also more stressed, a phenomenon
observed in both Germanys from the 1970s on, which required greater veterinary
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interventions to reduce animal anxiety and mitigate its impact on production. Settele
describes how the redesign and shrinking of pigsties compelled anxious pigs to gnaw off
one another’s tails, which prompted a series of attempted reforms, until frustrated pig farm-
ers resorted to surgically removing the tails in piglethood. The story underlines a point that
Settele makes throughout: animals have been agents as well as objects of agricultural trans-
formation, influencing and resisting the conditions of their care through their responses to
change.

Even as animals spent less time in the pasture and more time in the stall, the land
reflected the intensification of animal husbandry. In the 1970s, human interest in the origins
and living conditions of what graced the dinner plate finally began to offer a counterweight
to the overriding demand for abundant meat at affordable prices. Some consumers ques-
tioned the ethics of caging chickens for the duration of their lives or the wisdom of allowing
rivers of manure slurry (Gülle) to potentially contaminate the drinking water. Fewer people
ate meat, and less often, and others protested the pollution caused by animal farming, point-
ing to trees poisoned by ammonia and sulfur gas from the manure. Settele underscores the
moral dimension that began to inform consumer choices in the 1970s and 1980s, which fur-
ther undermined many farmers’ sense that they were an integral part of German society.
Though they produced record numbers of eggs, liters of milk, plucked chickens, and slabs
of beef and pork, farmers recognized their diminished status in an industrialized Germany.

The postwar transformation of animal husbandry in the two Germanys can best be under-
stood, Settele suggests, in the context of a larger movement toward agricultural rationaliza-
tion throughout the Global North. Contrasts between the GDR and the FRG are less
illuminating than are the parallels, because these overriding similarities demonstrate the
relatively negligible importance of postwar political systems in shaping the ultimate out-
comes of a process much bigger than divided Germany. For this reason, Settele’s account
is of use to historians of the agricultural sciences and agricultural economies in Central
Europe, but also in areas well beyond her geographic scope.
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Reparations from Germany for the destruction suffered in World War II continue to arouse
heated discussions in both domestic politics and in international relations. In recent years,
Poland and Greece have repeatedly called on Germany to compensate them for past dam-
ages, the consequences of which continue to reverberate in these societies. The leaders of
the two countries and segments of their populations believe that Germany’s obligations
have not been met. Germany has maintained that it had already settled the matter and

* Disclaimer: The statements made by reviewer are her own and do not represent the opinions of her employer.
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