
Chapter 12, Mavroidis then advances his proposals on how to revamp the existing WTO
dispute settlement mechanism given its applaudable accomplishments.

In advancing his proposal to preserve the WTO dispute settlement mechanism,
Mavroidis assumes that the collective will of the membership is aimed at resisting popu-
lism and de-politicizing the adjudication process – the cornerstone of the WTO dispute
settlement mechanism. This assumption, and his confidence, may be contestable in
view of the diversity of the WTO membership, in particular in contrast to the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade era. The capacity of the GATT regime to de-politicize
trade disputes largely lies in the political and economic homogeneity of the membership,
but this is not the case for the WTO. Also, as WTO rules become more intrusive and the
global economy more integrated, depoliticizing trade disputes seems more challenging
than ever. This need not necessarily lead to pessimism or doom, but it is the new reality
we face and cannot be neglected when considering the future of the WTO dispute settle-
ment mechanism.
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Can, and how will coastal states’ domestic laws and policies catch up with the principles of
modern international fisheries law before the settling in of irreversible environmental,
economic, and social degradation of the national fisheries industry? Should this be
achieved within each state, and can meaningful regional cooperation on the conservation
and management of transboundary fisheries then also be realized to ensure sustainable
use? Dr Arif’s critical reflection on three prominent and contemporary principles of fish-
eries management (conditional maximum sustainable yield (Chapter 2); the precautionary
principle (Chapter 3); and ecosystem-based fisheries management (Chapter 4), including
their incomplete reflection in Bangladesh’s laws, policies, and institutions (Chapters 5–6),
is a fine piece of stimulating scholarship which juxtaposes the idealism of general princi-
ples with the realism of full and effective domestic implementation or lack thereof. The
strength of the early chapters is evident in previous versions being published in respected
journals, while the latter, Chapters 5–8, are novel to this book, further building on their
foundations. A commendable “way forward” (pp. 175–7) is charted, although other read-
ers sharing a dose of British pessimism may wonder how the scale of proposals can be
brought to fruition and sustained.
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This book represents the fruits of Dr Arif’s PhD research, conducted at Macquarie
University and polished during positions at Queensland University of Technology and
Yokohama City University (p. xxi). It provides an applied research approach to contem-
porary international fisheries law, including its legislative, policy, and institutional imple-
mentation in Bangladesh. Concerning application, the research expertise therein is
informative to those interested in Bangladesh’s marine fisheries management framework
or the region’s efforts and challenges in the conservation and management of trans-
boundary fish stocks. More broadly, the book’s approach offers recommendations of inter-
est to other states in comparative situations (Chapter 8), or other researchers looking for a
guiding framework to conduct further research on the implementation of international
fisheries law in other under-researched states.

There is convincing use of Bangladeshi laws and policies in building the state-based
arguments. Indeed, the author’s voice is notably stronger in the analysis, critiques, and
recommendations concerning Bangladeshi ocean law and policy. I would exhort the
author to equally take this approach forward in his work addressing international fisher-
ies law, where excellent referencing and reflection upon both sides of various debates is
found, but the author’s final position is more elusive or reserved. Of minor reflection,
greater use of neighbouring laws and policies could strengthen the regional-based argu-
ments or offer comparative analysis to assist Bangladesh in setting legislative priorities,
especially given the critical reflections on neighbouring states’ practices and the proposal
that Bangladesh be a regional leader (Chapter 7). To conclude, this provides a continuing
space to watch, with the author and his colleagues having launched the Bangladesh Centre
for Ocean Law and Policy (BCOLP) in May 2022.1
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Global momentous events such as the Stockholm + 50 Conference (2–3 June 2022) come
once in a generation. The conference provided an occasion to look back at the global
environmental regulatory enterprise to look ahead for a better future. In the scholarly
realm, it is an audacious task to engage in the stocktaking of the fifty years journey.
Hence, the meticulous scholarly terrain mapping undertaken by Professor Bharat
H. Desai through the lens of outstanding global thought leaders, encapsulated in twenty-

1 Available online; see “Bangladesh Centre for Ocean Law and Policy (BCOLP)”, online: <https://bcolp.blogspot.
com/>.
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