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Antisocial Personality Disorder:
An Epidemiological Perspective

Paul Moran

‘Psychopath’, ‘sociopath’, ‘moral defective’ — these are some of the labels which have been given to
people who suffer from abnormal personalities. In particular, these terms have been used to refer to
people who consistently behave in a manner which society finds unacceptable. In 1980, the controversial
diagnostic category of ‘antisocial personality disorder’ was introduced in psychiatry. The concept is
hotly debated by clinicians, researchers, and more recently by the media, and raises important questions
about where the boundaries of psychiatry should lie.

This book provides a comprehensive review of antisocial personality disorder from an epidemiological
point of view. It opens with a discussion of the central problems associated with assessing and classifying
abnormal personality and then focuses more specifically on antisocial personality disorder with chapters
on: distribution, natural history, early risk factors, associated conditions, burden and needs assessment.
It will be a valuable source of reference for all who are interested in the disorder, whether from a clinical,
management or research perspective.
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Camberwell Assessment of Need

Mike Slade, Graham Thornicroft, Linda Loftus,
Michael Phelan & Til Wykes

The Camberwell Assessment of Need (CAN) is a tried and tested approach to assessing the needs of
the severely mentally ill. Rigorously developed by staff at the Section of Community Psychiatry (PRiSM),
Institute of Psychiatry, it records both staff and patient assessments. Three versions are included, all
designed to be photocopied. The full clinical research versions give a comprehensive assessment, and
a short (one page) version (CANSAS) is suitable for routine clinical use. Also included are materials
and instructions for a half-day CAN training workshop.

The CAN is suitable for use in primary care settings, specialist mental health teams, and social services.
It will be of particular interest to care managers and mental health staff who wish to meet the legal
requirement that the severely mentally ill receive a comprehensive needs assessment.
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and register for CPD should contact the Registration Department of the
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APT only: Volume 5, 1999 (six issues). Europe, including UK £80.00; USA
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Payment may be made by cheque/money order, by Access/Master
Card/Visa/American Express, or by UNESCO coupons. EC subscribers:
please supply your Member State Code and Value Added Tax (VAT)
number.

Payment should be made to the Royal Society of Medicine Press Ltd, at
the Publication Subscription Department, Royal Society of Medicine
Press Ltd, PO Box 9002, London W1A 0ZA (Telephone: +44 (0) 171 290
2927/8; facsimile: +44(0) 171 290 2929).

Advertising: Please contact Peter T. Mell, Advertising Manager, PTM
Publishers Ltd, 282 High Street, Sutton, Surrey SM1 1PQ (Tel. 0181 642
0162, fax 0181 643 2275).

Correspondence: Correspondence submitted for publication should be
sent to Professor A. Sims, Royal College of Psychiatrists, 17 Belgrave
Square, London SW1X 8PG.

Printed by: Henry Ling Ltd, 23 High East Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1
1HD.

© The Royal College of Psychiatrists 1999. Published by the Royal College of Psychiatrists,
a registered charity (no. 228636), 17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PG. Unless so stated,
material in Advances in Psychiatric Treatment does not necessarily reflect the views of the
Editor or the Royal College of Psychiatrists. The publishers are not responsible for any
errors of omission or fact.

ISSN 1355-5146



https://doi.org/10.1192/S1355514600007689

