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tions about the upper respiratory tract. His method is as follows:
(1) An assistant lifts up a vertical fold of skin, the centre of which is at
the upper border of the cricoid cartilage (the head being extended).
(2) The centre of this uplifted fold of skfn is transfixed and cut through
so as to produce a transverse incision of one inch in length. (3) A pair
of sharp closed scissors curved on the flat are plunged through the
erico-tlryroid membrane downwards and backwards in the middle line,
keeping close to the upper border of the cricoid so as to avoid injuring
the transverse artery. The scissors are then widely opened. (4) The
laryngotomy tube is then inserted between the blades of the widely-
opened scissors, or retractors are used after having withdrawn the
scissors. After the tube is in situ the pharynx can be packed with a
large flat sponge; if necessary the upper laryngeal orifice can also be
packed by passing an eyed probe upwards through the wound into the
mouth and threading on a small sponge attached to the tape. The probe
and tape are then drawn downwards, with the result that the upper
laryngeal orifice is securely closed.

The operation can be very rapidly performed, and is of particular
value in those cases of operation about the nose, jaws and pharynx
likely to be attended by severe haemorrhage. W. Milligan.

Butlin, H. T.—Preliminary Laryngotomy. " Brit. Med. Journ.," Januarv
5, 1907.

In this short communication the writer speaks very favourably of
Dr. J. W. Bond's suggestion (vide supra) as to the performance of pre-
liminary laryngotomy in certain operations about the upper respiratory
or pharyngeal tract. A few difficulties at times encountered in perform-
ing laryngotomy are mentioned. W. Milligan.

EAR.
Bryant, S.—The Preservation of Hearing. " Med. Record," March 2,

1907.
A general plea for the early detectiou and treatment of auditory

'lefects with the suggestion that aural patients should present themselves
for examination once a year. W. MilUgan.

Oppenheimer, Seymour.—Remarks on the Radical Operation for the Cure
of Chronic Suppuration of the Middle Ear. "Med. Record,"
March 16, 1907.

The author considers that it is becoming more and more recognised
that intra-tympanic operations must fail to cure chronic suppurative
middle-ear affections on account of an inability to remove all the existing
morbid tissue. He holds that the more the pathology of aural suppura-
tion is considered and appreciated the more readily will active surgical
measures be instituted at an early stage of the disease. To obtain good
results, so far as audition is concerned and rapid and successful healing,
!t is necessary to eliminate all diseased areas and to convert the tym-
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panum, ant ruin and mastoid cells into one large cavity with smoot
walls and without any recesses, readily accessible and visible from tl:
enlarged auditory meat us. W. Milliyan.

THERAPEUTIC PREPARATIONS.

MESSRS. BURROUGHS WELLCOME &CO., London, New York, Montreal,
Sydney, Capetown.

" ELIXOID " FORMATES COMPOUND.—Each fluid ounce contains
Calcium formate gr. xii (0778 grm.), sodium formate gr. vi (0*389 gnu.)
magnesium formate gr. vi (0'389 grm.). Considerable success ha
attended the internal administration of formates where it has beei
desired to produce a tonic and stimulating effect on nerve and muscle. Ii
neurasthenia, tremor, diphtheria, gout, and muscular fatigue highb
beneficial results have been observed. In pneumonia and phthisis thej
stimulate the appetite and improve nutrition. They also possess market
antiseptic and diuretic properties.

" Elixoid " Formates Compound presents a convenient and palatabh
means of administering the formates of calcium, sodium, and magnesinn
without causing gastric disturbance. Two fluid drachms may be takei
thrice daily, in water, after food. Issued in bottles of four fluid ounces.

Messrs. PARKE, DAVIS & Co., I l l , Queen Victoria Street, E.C
FORMIDINE is a potent antiseptic suitable for internal or external use.

Chemically it is methylene di-salicylic acid iodide, a condensation pro-
duct of iodine, formic aldehyde, and salicylic acid. It is insoluble in
water, alcohol, and dilute acids. In contact with alkaline organic
secretions it slowly dissolves and develops the characteristic germicidal
properties of its constituents, hence it is most useful for bacterial infec-
tions of the intestinal tract. The dose is from 1 to 5 grains. Externally
it is used in place of iodoform as a stimulating, non-irritating dressing
for wounds and ulcers, and as a dusting powder for various skin affec-
tions. Its antiseptic power has been proved to be greater than that of
iodoform, whilst it is free from offensive odour, does not stain the skm
or clothing, does not irritate, and does not produce toxic effects when
applied over large areas. It is supplied in sprinkler-top bottles of 1 dr.
and 1 oz. Capsules, each 5 grains, in bottles of 25 and 100.

TRIPLE GTLYCEROPHOSPHATES WITH NUCLEIN (Chocolate-coated
Tablets).—These tablets provide the tonic, nutritive, and reconstructive
properties of the glycerophosphates in association with the bactericidal
action of nuclein. Nuelein, it will be remembered, also possesses the
valuable power of increasing leucocytosis. This combination is useful in
debilitated conditions generally, and particularly m the various mani-
festations of tubercular disease, as scrofula, abscess, lupus, adenitis
ulcers, and phthisis. The tablets are supplied in bottles of 100 and 500
each.
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