
A F R E N C H M A N  S P E A K S  

1’VES SIMON, pupil vc Jacques Maritain and Professor of Philo- 
sophy, i s  not the first Frenchman to raise his voice against the be- 
trayal of his country, nor the first French Catholic to declare his 
adhe-ence to the Free French Movement. His passionate cry for 
freedom conies from the United States, where he is employed at a 
famous Catholic University, and only grave physical infirmities pre- 
vent him from standing with his Free French comrades in the battle. 
Lu Gronde Crise de la Re’pztblzque F r a n p i s e  has already been pub- 
lislit~i in Montreal,' and 1 hope that it will soon be translated and 
publishcd here. I t  deserves to rank with Maritain’s A Travers Ze 
D d s m l r e  as  an  explanation, and with Bernanos’ Lcs  Grandes Cimi- 
t d v s  Aous ia L u n e  as a polemic. In more Than one place it is like 
the voice of PPguy speaking in judgment from the grave. 

M. Simon’s thenie is the corruption ol Frcnch nationalism. i t  
was the classes who regal deed thcmsleves 3s the hereditary guarjians 
of t l ie city who delivered the keys to the ibesiegers. I t  was they who 
w,alcomed the advent and prepared the acccptance of the Trojan 
horse. Those who in 1914-18 had sustained the Republic by their 
valour and their servicd hetrayed it in 19.10 and  the critical preccding 
years. Those who had claniourcd for the dismemberment of Ger- 
m m y  when she was weak clamoured €or collaboration with her when 
sh t  was strong. Those who were most insistent in their demands 
fur territorial guarantees wcre the most ready to abandon them a t  
the waving of the Wagnerian wand. ’The myth of the French Re- 
volution was  dead. All that the cynics 01 the ‘Action Frarqaise’ 
and the scoundrels oi ‘ Je Suis Partout ’ could iind to supplant it 
was the skeleton of Frederician XIacht-Politik dressed up in the 
coronalion rotbbes of the French Kings and the Roman Caesars. 
What  must St.  Louis have felt, or even the feeblest of his succesbors, 
when he saw- this misvrahle disguise impose itself upon a cretinous 
bourgeoisie? May he not have criec! out  uf the depth of his charity 
‘ Better Dtintoii-better Robespierrc than this ’ ?  It  was not enough 
for Herr Hitler, who likes to consummate his triumlphs, that the 
French Republic should have been betrayed by the French Republi- 
cans. I t  was necessary that it should be betrayed, albeit in good 
faith, by a Marshal of France. 
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M. Simon does not spare the treachery of the Communists, or the 
;iisulficiency of the politicians, but he shows, in one cogent passage 
afler another, that Lreachery may perform its hideous work in forms 
less advertised, and less dangerous lor those who perform them, than 
the normal operations of espionage. JVe had only to look a t  certain 
organs of our owxi Press to see in what guileless iashion the fortress 
of stsolution rnciy be broken d o v ~ i  and by what plausible patlhs we 
may be led into impossible posiltions. Wl. S,inion was'tes no pity on 
those Christians who believed that ail Chinese were Communists, 
or that the Abyssinian tribes were an imminent menace to the civi- 
lisation o'f the West, or that the vu:g-ar rhetoric of Mussolini was 
.i salutary recall to classicisni. If any of us  ever believed these 
luii:icies, we stand rebuked. Over the diflicult question of Spain M. 
Siniun is more cautious, although it is not difiicult to see that he 
is on the side of M. Maritain. The rights and wrongs of the Spanish 
War may legitimately be debated by nien of good will, but one thing 
is not open to d,oubt. Over a period of two and a half years 3 

lrrge number of Catholics were on the sidc of tieneral Franco, and 
therefore of General Franco's friend,s. W a s  it reasonable to expect, 
asks M. Simon, that these p o p l e  should have ranged themselves, 
within a few months of the war 's  conclusion, with an equal resolu- 
tion against those military forces by whom General Franco had won 
his victory? Herr 
Hit!er should indeed be grateful to the criniiiial elements in the 
Valencia Government : they were his most potent allies. 

M. Simon assigns its due im'portance to the Dreyfus affuire, and 
he inclcdes in  2n e q u d  and scornful condemnation those Catholics 
who continued to believe in the guilt of Ureyfus and those who be- 
lieved that .?.he sacred city of the Basques was fired by the Basque 
people, while rhe Messerschmidts flew overhead for fun. In a pas- 
sage of profound jud,gment he places his finger on the touchsitone of 
the French tragedy : 

O n  ne conrprendra rien a ce qui s'est passt: en France uu c o w s  
des deviiihres anndes de l'avant-guerre, lovsgu'on n'a pas compris 
qu'ii y avait t ou te  une classe de personizes P O ~ Y  ~ L L L  la chose soimer- 
aiiaement importante n'dtnit ni l 'urgent, 111 l'h.onrteur, ni le pla is iy ,  
ni Die!i, mnis la  haine. 

Nor n'as i t  only in  France that the spirit of love was extinguished 
among those ivhom I,ove.had redeemed. 

~Chc: mo,od of patriotic indignation in which this book has been 
conceived and written has nothing ill common with that stupid and 
suicidal obse'ssion. M. Simo,n displays an essenlial genero'sity which, 
as  he observes, was once the chief virtue of France. I le  is perfectly 

History has given the answer to that quwtion. 
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aware of the defects of the  Third Kepublic, and the weakness ot 
the Popular Front, although he does cot waste his breath over the 
bedrooms of the Quay d’Orsay. But he points ou t  once and for all 
that France was betrayed with varying degrees of consciousness, 
by tho-e who had claimed I am much 
niorc bf a conservative than M. Simon ; I have little sympathy with 
the Republican idea ; 1 believe that unlimited democracy ip modern 
iiltlactrial states leads quickly to unlimited dictatorship ; I a m  thwk-  
fu l  that my own country has conserved so much of her monarchical 
and a:i,tocratic traditions; I have no faith in the prophets of the 
I h v e  New World. 13ut I do  not think the present moment is the 
time to exult over the downfall of the French Republic. I do not 
think it is a little thing that i i i  any place, in France or in Spain or 
elsewhere, rnen should have died for tlie most infantile illusion oi 
liberty. I think that even political funerals should be attended with 
a little decency. I think, also, th-it it would be more prudent to 
wait and see. 

Aye they 50 sure, the smug denigrators of Republican France, of 
tlie regime which will succeed the paternalism of Marshal PCtain ? 
Do they thi.11; that French civilisariati will be so secure when Admiral 
Uarlan has consummated the surrender, and M. DCat has banked 
the thirty pieces of silver, and hl. Doriot has applied the whip? Do 
they suppose that this singular triumvirate will be so careful o l  
Christian liberties? 11’ so, let them look, with M. Simon, on the 
achievemen: of France under the Kepubljc. Let them consider the 
rooundZktion of the empire, the apostolate of the Missions, the laurels 
or Lyautey .uid Focli. Let them remember the poetry of Baudelaire 
and Verlainc. Valery :\id Claudel, the novels of Mauriac and Ber- 
nanos, Proust and Gide; the still golden age  of French painting- 
Iiouault and Matisse, DPrain and CPzanne ; the renaissance of FI ench 
r:.usic--Milllaud and Dcbussy ; the flowering of philosophy with Berg- 
son and Maritain; the resurgence of French Catholicism. No  one 
with any knowledge will dispute M. Simon’s claim that the last few 
jears were ainong the most glorious in the whole long reli6’ rious 
history of France. Let u s  adimit, if you like, that these summits 
were reached in spite of the Republic. Would they have been 
reached in spite of the Gestapo? 

monopoiy of patriotism. 

ROBERT SPEAIGHT. 


