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Failure of Charisma

The Cultural Revolution in Wuhan

Wang Shaoguang

Mao’s failure to control the Cultural Revolution he unleashed
by the case of Wuhan, a city plagued by factional violence, paral
strikes, and once officially condemned as a nest of ‘counter-reva rebellion”.
Many studies of this period recount the pivotal ‘Wuha den . when a bitter
factional power struggle spun beyond Beijing’s conffol. hi first book to
provide an in-depth analysis of micro-politics in Wy,

ividly exemplified

s a critical gap in the academic litergty:uzrglwi’ﬂj his original
hich is based on never-before-published archival data, personal

leaders) and
the social roots nd the incentives for collective behaviour explain why the
struggle for p rebel and conservative groups was so fierce and entrenched.

over the
, strates that Mao's charisma failed because lievers

behaved rationally, and pursued, wherever possible (and in his name),
their own gains and interests.

Enhances our knowledge of a period that has been extensively
studied... It provides very useful material on the city of Wuhan,
particularly with regard to the way local politics and factionalism was
influenced by developments at the centre of the political system... It also
offers, in its theoretical framework, an explanation for a phenomenon
which has puzzled Western scholars of the Cultural Revolution, viz.,
how can one explain the rise of factions based on self-interest during
the most ideological of political movements?

Stanley Rosen, University of Southern California

Published by Oxford University Press (China) Ltd.,18/F Warwick House, Taikoo Place,
979 King's Road, Quarry Bay, Hong Kong Fax: (852) 2565 8491 Tel: (852) 2516 3222 !
—— For orders and enquiries, please contact your nearest OUP office/agent.
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Revolution to the shift towards today's ‘socialist market economy’.

Published quarterly, |EEINESRNIA is packed with
news and views on all aspects of Chinese life —
everything from feminist literature to the Shanghai
stock exchange.
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Academics, joumalists, residents and other experts all
contribute to a unique understanding of the China
behind the headlines — and make h an
unrivalled way of keeping in touch with China today

Subscribe now and receive two back issues free!

UK Overseas  Overseas
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Institutions: £25pa £35pa £30pa
or send £2 50 for a sample copy {UK only)
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Li Zehou $§ﬂ edition sold

Since it wagfirst published in Chinese in 1981, The Path of Beauty has earned a place as a classic
in the study of Chinese aesthetics. With this paperback edition in English, Oxford University
Press offers the comiplete téxt of the original publication with 35 illustrations specially chosen
to reinforce the discussion.

Professor Lt Zehou traces the history of Chinese art, from remote antiquity to modern times,
and offers a provoeative thesis concerning the sociological, psychological, philosophical, and
spiritual underpiiinirigs of Chinese culture. Chinese art and aesthetics, he suggests, are the
children of the Chiinese psyche which, forged by centuries of development seeks a balance
between emotion and rationality.

Using exaq\ples froma bmad range of Chinese arts—including bronzes, pottery, fabric,
sculpture, literature, ahd painting—Professor Li brings this marvellous culture into focus and
guides his readers in how to examine and interpret Chinese art.

216x140mm 244pp-0-19-586526-X .
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China Report promotes the free expression and discussion of
different ideas, approaches and viewpoints which assist a
better understanding of China and its East Asian neighbours.

Launched in 1964 with the specific aim of disseminating
reliable information about contemporary China, China Report
has over the years widened its interests and aims and trans-
formed itself into a scholarly journal that seeks a better under-
standing of China and its East Asian neighbours - particularly
their cultures, their development and their relations with India.

Articles published in recent issues:
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Vistas
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India

VSURYANARAYAN Srilanka’s Policy Towards China: Legacy

of the Past and Prospects for the Future

GABE T WANG Visible or Invisible Hand: The Taiwan
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SUJIT DUTTA China and Pakistan: End of a ‘Special
Relationship’

A journal of the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies,
Delhi, China Report is published quarterly in February, May,
August and November.
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