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To our great regret this volume, planned as a jubilee number
in honour of the eightieth birthday of the President of the
Institute, has now to be published as a tribute to his memory.
Contributors and readers will, however, be glad to know that,
owing to the close relations existing between the President and
the Editor, the President was able to see and read all the
contributions either in manuscript or in proof, and was deriving
the utmost pleasure from them. He intended to write personal
letters of thanks to each contributor as soon as the volume
appeared. He was determined also, despite increasing infirmity,
to accept the invitation he had received to take part in a cruise
to Greece and Southern Turkey as Guest of Honour. He was not
destined to complete the voyage ; but he was able, only two days
before his death at Beirut on 12th September, to accomplish his
dearest wish, to revisit the scene of his last excavations at Yiimiik
Tepe, Mersin, where he and his old friend, Mr. G. M. FitzGerald,
gave the assembled passengers a brief account of the site and its
significance for archaeology.

‘All the articles and messages (with the exception of the
messages from Professor Fairman and Sir Leonard Woolley)
were written during the President’s lifetime, and as they were
already in page proof at the time of his death, it was thought
best to leave them unchanged. That the wishes and hopes
expressed in them were not all fulfilled will be deeply regretted
by his many friends, but they may be assured that these good
wishes contributed greatly to Professor Garstang’s happiness
during the last few months of his life. It may also be of interest
to them to know that just before his departure on the cruise he
was able to put the last touches to his long-awaited work on
Hittite geography.

O. R. GURNEY,
Hon. Editor.
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