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Oi ^ ^ ^o n > which still persisted through most of the medieval period, of
st as calmly victorious. But equally salutary is l hk'

u y 'he strangeness of some of the interpretat
tte Celtic example from the Southampton Psalter.

BRIAN WICKER

Notices
est way to understand our present liturgy is to follow its historical growth

. 8 we great formarivp nprinrl wifli flip o-nirinnrp nf an p-xnert. No better
p gy g

b v^ ^ r e a t ^ o r m a t i v e period with the guidance of an expert. No better
Th R

C0 e recommended to the non-specialist reader than Fr Jungmann's
e "riy Liturgy, which has just been reprinted by Darton, Longman and Todd

H i h
y gy, which has just been reprinted by Darton, Longman and Todd

Q r _• Here is the clearest possible picture, without the easy generalisation

^-simplification that is so common, of the extremely complex develop-
C*1 o f liturgy to the sixth century.

C ]I C O n t r a s t < The Eucharistic Liturgies of the Eastern Churches (Liturgical Press,
po' I ' ^ • 0 0 ) makes no claim to scholarship. The reader is taken point by
perr illustrated by one of eight hundred photographs) through the actual
gr °rI1Jance m Rome of twelve eastern rites. It is a little like the sight of a
tho animal going through its performance in the circus-ring; but for

m the west who enjoy such performances this book will have its uses.

C e j , . a t the Council has promised such far-reaching reforms in liturgical
'ion WC n e e c ' n o t ^ear t o a ^ m i t t l i a t a t 'he moment intelligent participa-
Wc TaSS K ^ar ̂ r o m easY- Nevertheless a lot even now can be done to help

at ' ^ some thoroughly useful suggestions are made in Donald Att-
s s"ort» witty, practical essay, At Mass with a Missal, published by

^elL^ a r e O n e °*" ^e publishers now engaged in putting out
c°uld V e r s ' o n s °f the great Jesuit theologian Karl Raliner, though one
Episc ^C Ps w i sh they had a better team of translators to call on. The
£),• "a e an" the Primacy, written with Joseph Ratzinger (series Quaestiones
of _ .ae' X2s- 6</.) is already firmly established as an authoritative discussion
revel t -

l m P o r t a n t issue before the Council: the tension between scriptural
Vjisho 1On ^^ living authority, between the authority of the college of

°stl U1 ^ ^°Pe a s ^ ^ head, between this college and that of the
J S e a ^ l b S d b

aP°stl V, p " a s r h e a d > b e t w e e n t m s college ana tnat 01 tne
Ho p J

S eac^e(l by St Peter. Rahner demands determined effort to digest, but
fjjs i °^ ' ayman who makes the effort is disappointed.

Qhristi A ' ^ ^ u § 0 Rahner, writes much more easily. In Greek Myths and
tniv,.- Mystery (Burns Oates, 635.) he examines, with scholarly care and a
early rv • . -fungian mystification, some of the mythological ideas which the

lstians, at least after a century or so, began to take over from their
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LIFE OF THE SPISIT

Greek culture. The balance between Jerusalem and Athens is never easy to
keep; but now that we have again come to see that the Christian mysteries
must primarily be understood in Semitic terms, we can again afford to pay more
attention to less central elements in our complex Christian culture. Books like
this have their place.

It is a good sign that so much classical spiritual writing is now being re-
translated into something approaching contemporary English. Recent examples
include St Francis de Sales' Treatise on the Love of God (Burns Oates, Orchard
Books, 305.), The Imitation of Christ (Collins, Fontana Books, 35. 6d.) and the
Spiritual Exercises (Bums Oates, Golden Library, 125. 6d.). The translations are
unequal in value, but then so are the originals. Some protest must however be
made about a new translation of Prudentius (Fathers of the Church, C.U.A-
Press, n.p.) into verse of unimaginable flatness, by Sr M. Clement Eagan. Re-
prints of more recent books include In Defense of Purity by Dietrich von
Hildebrand (Helicon, Dublin, 185.) and Worship by Evelyn Underhill (Collins,
Fontana Library, 95. 6d.). These must still have their admirers.

Finally from America comes Sisters' Retreats by Thomas M. Dubay, s.M<
(Newman, Maryland, $4.50). It begins typically and splendidly with a re-
search project in which Fr Dubay discovers, by means of a questionnaire, what

nuns really want from their retreats (why has no one over here yet thought ot
this?) This is followed by advice on subject matter and method of approach
and on ways to enter into retreat—for the book is meant to be read both "1
those who receive and by those who give. Though much is directly applicable
to England, it would still be useful for someone to do the same kind of h M
for our own needs.
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