
Notes on the Contributors

Augustin Berque geographer and orientalist, is Professor (Directeur d’études) at the
École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris. He has published a large num-
ber of books on the relationship between human societies and their environment,
especially in Japan. Among his books are: Vivre l’espace au Japon, 1982; Le sauvage et
l’artifice. Les Japonais devant la nature, 1997 (1986); Médiance, de milieux en paysages,
2000 (1990); Du geste à la cité. Formes urbaines et lien social au Japon, 1993; Les raisons du
paysage, de la Chine antique aux environnements de synthèse, 1994; Être humains sur la
terre. Principes d’éthique de l’écoumène, 1996; Écoumène. Introduction à l’étude des milieux
humains, 2000; Le sens de l’espace au Japon. Vivre, penser, bâtir (with Maurice Sauzet),
2004. Address: EHESS, 54, boulevard Raspail, F-75006 Paris, France. 
[email: abilande@wanadoo.fr]

Masahiro Hamashita is Professor of Aesthetics in the Department of Intercultural
Studies at Kobe College, where he also heads the library. He specializes in British
modern aesthetics and has become interested in the history of modern aesthetics in
Japan, in particular in terms of the dilemma of Japanese intellectuals who learned
and adopted a western culture with the traditional disciplines. He is the author of
several books and essays in Japanese and English, including: Studies on Eighteenth-
Century British Aesthetics (in Japanese, 1993); ‘Taste and Novelty from the Viewpoint
of Modernity in Japan’, Frontiers of Transculturality in Contemporary Aesthetics (eds G.
Marchianò and R. Milani, 2001). Address: 2–2–1–301, Ohgi, Kobe 658–0027, Japan.
[email: m-hama@mail.kobe-c.ac.jp]

Workineh Kelbessa is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Philosophy,
Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. He obtained his BA degree from AAU, Ethiopia,
his Master’s from the Institute of Social Studies, The Netherlands, and his PhD from
the University of Wales, UK. His books include Traditional Oromo Attitudes towards
the Environment: An Argument for Environmentally Sound Development (OSSREA Social
Science Research Report Series, No. 19. Addis Ababa: Commercial Printing Enter-
prise), and Indigenous and Modern Environmental Ethics: A Study of the Indigenous
Oromo Environmental Ethic and Oromo Environmental Ethics in the Light of Modern Issues
of Environment and Development (PhD thesis, University of Wales, Cardiff; forth-
coming from The Council for Research in Values and Philosophy, Washington DC).
He has also published many articles in refereed journals and chapters in books in the
fields of environmental ethics, African philosophy and indigenous knowledge.
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Address: Department of Philosophy, College of Social Sciences, Addis Ababa
University, PO Box 150012, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
[email: workineh@phil.aau.edu.et]

Francis Laget after graduating in law, devoted 36 years of his life (until 1982) to
‘drugs and spices’ (herbs, flavourings) and their international markets. Alongside
that professional life, he pursued the study of the history of spiritual movements and
magic around the Mediterranean; he has published L’Olivier symbolique, 1991 and
Ferdinand Flouret et le compagnonnage, 1991. Address: Le Jonchier, F-26170 Buis-les-
baronnies, France.

Frédéric Obringer is a researcher at the Centre for the Study of Modern and Con-
temporary China of the CNRS, France. Trained both in pharmacology and sinology,
he works on the history of fengshui and of Chinese medicine as well as on the 
history of natural substances (poisons, flavourings, etc.). His publications include:
L’Aconit et l’orpiment. Drogues et poisons en Chine ancienne et médiévale, 1997 (1998 Giles
Prize of the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres and Prize of the French
Society for the History of Medicine); La maladie dans la Chine médiévale (with G.
Despeux), 1997; and Fengshui, l’art d’habiter la terre. Une poétique de l’espace et du 
temps, 2001. Address: Centre d’Études et de Recherches sur la Chine Moderne et 
Contemporaine, EHESS, 54, boulevard Raspail, F-75006 Paris, France. 
[email: frederic.obringer@ehess.fr; obringer@ehess.fr]

Thierry Paquot is a philosopher. He is University Lecturer at the Institut
d’Urbanisme de Paris (Paris XII-Val-de-Marne), editor of the journal Urbanisme and
author of a number of books. Among his recent publications are: Le Toit seuil du 
cosmos, 2003; Géométrie, mesure du monde (eds Thierry Paquot and Chris Younès),
2004; Les faiseurs de villes, 1850–1950 (ed.), 2004. Address: 47 rue du Nord, F-94600
Choisy-le-Roi, France. [email: th.paquot@wanadoo.fr]

Graham Parkes is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Hawaii. Among the
books he has edited, translated or authored are: Heidegger and Asian Thought, 1987;
Nietzsche and Asian Thought, 1991; Nishitani Keiji’s The Self-Overcoming of Nihilism,
1990; Composing the Soul: Reaches of Nietzsche’s Psychology, 1994; Reinhard May’s
Heidegger’s Hidden Sources: East-Asian Influences on His Work, 1996; François Berthier’s
Reading Zen in the Rocks: The Japanese Dry Landscape Garden (2000); and Nietzsche’s
Thus Spoke Zarathustra (2005). He is currently working on several digital video 
projects, among them The Paris Arcades: Projecting Walter Benjamin. Address: Depart-
ment of Philosophy, University of Hawaii, 2530 Dole Street, Honolulu, HI 96822,
USA. [email: parkes@hawaii.edu]

Ornella Pompeo Faracovi was born in Livorno and studied at the University of
Florence. She taught history and philosophy in secondary school and was a lecturer
in the Philosophy Department at the University of Pisa. She is currently Director of
the Centro Studi Enriques in Livorno. Her research is focused on the relationship
between scientific and philosophical thought, and on the place of astrology within
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the history of modern philosophy. Among her publications are: Il caso Enriques.
Tradizione nazionale e cultura scientifica, 1984; Scritto negli astri. L’astrologia nella cultura
dell’Occidente, 1996; Marsilio Ficino, Scritti sull’Astrologia (ed.), Milan, Rizzoli, 1999; Gli
oroscopi di Cristo, Marsilio, 1999; G. Cardano, L’astrologia mondiale e la natività del
Salvatore, Milan, Mimesis, 2002. See also: ‘Éloge de l’astrologie’ (Diogène, 182, 1998)
and her presentation of several texts from Aldo Capitini, ‘Un philosophe pour la
nonviolence’ (Diogène, 192, 2000). Address: Via Ernesto Rossi, 62, I-57125 Livorno,
Italy. [email: ofaraco@tin.it]

Gilles Schaufelberger born in 1931, trained as an engineer at the École Poly-
technique in Zurich and worked first in the public sector, then as a marine expert. He
is now semi-retired. In the course of several visits to India he was attracted by vari-
ous aspects of a culture that was very little known in the West. Then he discovered
that the University of Aix-en-Provence had a Chair in Sanskrit and met Guy Vincent
there. He graduated in Sanskrit in 1983 and decided to translate (with Guy Vincent)
a text from The Mahâbhârata, L’histoire de Nala et Damayantî, which was published in
1991. Then they both began translating The Mahâbhârata. See also: La Chute de Yayâti,
1992. He has also translated different opuses from English and German, in particular
several articles by Dr N. J. Allen, a British comparatist, about the similarities between
the Mahâbhârata and Homer’s Odyssey, and articles by Anton Krichenbauer, a 19th-
century Austrian scholar, about the Iliad and the Odyssey. Address: 2, Rue Saint
Laurent, F-13002, Marseilles, France. [email: schaufel@wanadoo.fr]

Guy Vincent born in 1954, teaches classics at the Lycée Zola in Aix-en-Provence
and lectures at the University of Provence III. He gained a doctorate ès-lettres with a
thesis on ‘Les Voyages imaginaires’. He took courses in Sanskrit in the Chair in
Sanskrit at Aix-en-Provence. In collaboration with Gilles Schaufelberger he trans-
lated The Mahâbhârata using an approach that was more thematic than chronological
so as to show the diversity and wealth of the epic. Twenty-two years of translation
followed. The first volume (La Genèse du Monde) was published in April 2004 by
Presses de l’Université de Laval (Quebec); the second (Rois et guerriers) was pub-
lished in January 2005; the third (Les Révélations) will follow in October 2005. Among
his other publications are: Les Navigations imaginaires: exemples d’Irlande et d’ailleurs,
1988; Traité de phénoménologie littéraire, 1996; and Les Terres gastes de la littérature 
contemporaine. Address: Villa Nawalis, 575 Chemin du Puy du Roy, F-13090 Aix-en-
Provence, France. [email: nawalis@wanadoo.fr]

Fabienne Verdier painter and calligrapher, was born in 1962 in Paris, and gradu-
ated from the École des Beaux-Arts in Toulouse. She studied Chinese at the École des
Langues Orientales in Paris and lived for ten years in China, where she graduated
from the Sichuan Institute of Fine Arts in traditional painting and calligraphy. She
has mounted a number of exhibitions (Beijing, Taipei, Hong-Kong, Paris, Aix-en-
Provence/Silvacane) and directed several shows (at the Avignon festival, in Beijing).
She has published: Passagère du silence, dix ans d’initiation en Chine, 2003 and L’Unique
Trait de pinceau. Calligraphie, peinture et pensée chinoise, 2004. Her drawings illustrate
several books of poetry and prose including François Cheng, Quand les pierres font
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signe, 1997; François Cheng and Fabienne Verdier, Poésies chinoises, 2000. Address: 1
sente aux Famines, F-95690 Hedouville, France. [email: none]

Wolfgang Wackernagel a doctor of philosophy from the University of Geneva, has
been visiting lecturer at various universities (for example Brussels, Oxford and
Zurich, in 2003–4). He has many publications in three languages, including four
books in French on Master Eckhart (themes: ethics of the image, mystical poetry,
spiritual counsel and divine consolation). Address: c/o Diogenes, 1 rue Miollis, F-
75732 Paris cedex 15, France. [email: wolfy@geneva-link.ch; website: www.ymago.net]

Thierry Zarcone a researcher at the CNRS, specializes in Islam and intellectual
movements in Turkey and ex-soviet and Chinese central Asia. He also lectures at the
École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, and is an expert with the OSCE
(ODIHR – Advisory Panel of Experts on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Warsaw). He
has published: Mystiques, Philosophes et Francs-maçons en Islam, 1993; Boukhara
l’Interdite, 1830–1888. L’Occident moderne à la conquête d’une légende, 1997; La Route du
Jade. Un voyage de vingt siècles, 2001; Secret et Sociétés secrètes en Islam, 2002; and La
Turquie moderne et l’islam, 2004. Address: 26 rue Bergère, 75006 Paris, France. [email:
thzarcone@wanadoo.fr]
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