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Th e Reformation was about ideas and power—those two invisible, 
intangible, omnipresent forces in human society. Yet it also expressed itself 
through physical objects: physical things served as the means to embody, 
to communicate, to remember, and as vehicles for beliefs and ideas.  In this 
special issue, scholars examine the intimate entanglement of beliefs with 
the material and the aesthetic, and vice versa. Th e Reformation off ers an 
opportunity to refl ect on the relationship between ideas and matter. Th e essays 
in this special issue do this in various interconnecting and illuminating ways.
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