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TV. NOTES AND NEWS.

Caitanya.—Under the title of Sri Gauranga Llla Smarana
Mangala Stotray, the well-known Vaishnava Sri Kedara-
natha Bhakti-vinod, M.R.A.S., has published a poem in
Sanskrit on the life and teachings of Caitanya. It is accom-
panied with a commentary, also in Sanskrit, in which the
subject is further elucidated, and is preceded by an Intro-
duction of 63 pages in English, in which the doctrines
taught by Caitanya are set out in somewhat full detail;
this position, more especially as against Sankara and the
Advaita Vedantists, is explained at length. The little
volume will add to our knowledge of this remarkable
reformer, and we express our thanks to Bhakti-vinod for
giving it us in English and Sanskrit, rather than in
Bangall, in which language it must necessarily have re-
mained a closed book to European students of the
religious life of India.

Sinhalese and its Allied Dialects.— In the " Sitzungs-
berichte " of the Royal Bavarian Academy for 1896, vol. ii,
Dr. Geiger has published a most interesting account of
his too short sojourn in Ceylon, from December, 1895, to
March, 1896. He first gives an account of the way in
which he spent the time at his disposal, and then deals
with the linguistic results of his journey. He hopes shortly
to bring out these results in fuller form, and they are to
include the following essays: (1) On the language of the
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Rodiyas; (2) On the etymology of Old Sinhalese or Elu;
(3) On Sinhalese itself, with a summary of the history of
Sinhalese literature. This will appear in Biihler's Grundriss.
(4) On the language of the Maldive Islands; (5) On the
language of the Woeddas or Veddas. The best thanks
of students of philology are due to the Bavarian Academy
and to the Bavarian Government for rendering it possible
for Dr. Geiger to undertake this journey, so full of promise
from the historical and philological point of view. And we
hope that the illness from which Dr. Geiger unfortunately
suffered during his stay in the island will not prevent him
from making soon accessible to scholars the very varied
and important series of essays he thus promises.

THE extremely interesting archaic plan of a field with
measurements, situated near the city of Dungi-sib-kalama,
published in the Comptes Rendus of the French Academy of
Inscriptions by Professor J. Oppert, is well worthy of notice.
Professor Oppert's valuable studies of the metrology of the
Babylonians will cause all students to turn with interest
to his remarks upon the measures. From this plan, and
from the texts treated of by Reisner (Berliner Akademie,
April, 1896), Prof. Oppert argues that ^Z^> is equivalent
to 3600, $( to 600, < to 60, >~< to 10, and >— to 1, during
the period (before 2506 B.C.) to which the tablet belongs.
The copy of the text was made at Constantinople by Father
Scheil.

M. Thureau Dangin has also treated of this " Cadastre,"
which he was the first to see, and he has published a really
excellent copy of it (Recueil de Travaux). The results of
his study of the text, based upon the metrical system
of Reisner (^ = 1, »— -A-, etc.), differs, however, greatly
from Prof. Oppert's, as will be seen from a comparison
of the corrected plans given by these scholars. The date

is >̂ s H 4 - SI *^T P̂f H <HHf» "Year he (the

king) ravaged the land of Sasru™," and if the Sasrum here
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mentioned be (as is almost certain) the
ĴEf, B6t-Sasrum, of a small tablet now in America, this

text belongs to the reign of Bur-Sin.
In the same number of the Comptes Mendus M. Thureau

Dangin gives some interesting notes upon dates attached
to tablets of the time of Sargon of Agade (3800 B.C.), his
son Naram-Sin (3750 B.C.), and Lugal-usum-gal. These
dates refer to the restoration of temples, and to Sargon's
subjugation of Elam, Zahara, Sarlak king of Kutium, and
the land of the Amorites. It is noteworthy that Zahara
is described as being f̂c= -^- >^< *| £^<f J[Pf, *'ra ^ *
Upe (or Upia) [D.S.], "before Opis" (so I translate).
Without doubt many more of these texts will come to light.

T. G. P.

IN the Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archaeology
Mr. F. LI. Griffith translates the " Stela of Meutuhetep, son
of Hepy," of the Flinders Petrie Collection, and therein
examines the frequent but difficult expression in the funeral
tablets, ^ ^ '*=/Q' in which, though inconclusive, his remarks
are exceedingly valuable. The style of the monument
described by Mr. Griffith is that of the Middle Kingdom,
and it is noteworthy that it " makes mention of a succession
of deficient rises of the Nile continuing apparently for the
unparalleled period of twenty-five years."

SIGNOR PELLEGRINI, who makes, apparently, a speciality of
deciphering difficult texts, publishes in the Archivio Storico
Siciliano a paper upon the Egyptian Inscription in the
Museum of Palermo referring to offerings and certain
festivals instituted by the Pharaohs of the fourth and
fifth dynasties, Senefru, Shepses-kaf, User-kaf, Sahu-Ra,
and Nefer-ar-ka-Ra (cf. Petrie, " History of Egypt," vol. i,
pp. 30, 68 ff.). As a part of the text is very difficult to
copy, on account of its bad state of preservation, the new
facsimile that Signor Pellegrini gives will doubtless interest
students.
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