
Harare’s pretext was trumped-up claims that ZAPU was
attempting to overthrow the government. On Mugabe’s
orders, the North Korean-trained 5 Bridge militia, staffed
exclusively by chiShona-speaking ex-ZANLA, embarked
upon Gukurahundi, during which thousands were system-
atically killed and tortured, most of whom were isiNdebele-
speakers or accused of being aligned to ZAPU (Norma
Kriger, Guerrilla Veterans in Post-war Zimbabwe: Symbolic
and Violent Politics, 1980–1987, 2003; Jocelyn Alexander,
JoAnnMcGregor&Terence Ranger,Violence andMemory:
One Hundred Years in the ‘Dark Forests’ of Matabeleland,
Zimbabwe (Oxford: James Currey, 2000)).
It is here that Scarnecchia’s “race states” approach is once

more very strong, arguing how Cold War Realpolitik on the
part of the US and UK saw Mugabe’s serious abuses tacitly
condoned, lest he pivot towards the Soviets. Western diplo-
mats thought Gukurahundi “could be explained away by
precolonial rivalries rather than connecting it to ongoing
support for Mugabe and his military… the rationalization of
Zimbabwean state crimes owed much to a shift toward an
African ‘race state’ narrative and trope used by diplomats and
foreign affairs bureaucracies reporting on events in
Zimbabwe” (p. 282). This “race state” groupthink, grounded
in prejudice, saw a Western “concept of Zimbabwe as an
‘African state,’ where political violence, lack of rights for
citizens, and autocracy was viewed as the norm.” (p. 314).
As is evident, I thought this an excellent book, well-

argued and grounded in very solid research. As such, my
questions solely pertain to future research: Are there any
realistic prospects of other archives, particularly from the
ex-Soviet Union or China, pertaining to Rhodesia and
Zimbabwe becoming available? Recent research, notably
by Gary Baines, has started to uncover just how influential
South Africa’s materiel assistance to Rhodesia was during the
war. As above, can we expect further archival discoveries?
And finally, it has been frequently rumoured that Rhodesia’s
sophisticated sanctions-busting and smuggling operation
was in fact of a far greater scale than has generally been
understood. Furthermore, it has been claimed that Eastern
Bloc and European powers in fact comprised UDI-era
Rhodesia’s most significant trading partners. Did you
uncover any archival material discussing these aspects?
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— Timothy L. Scarnecchia

I would like to thank MT Howard for his very thoughtful
review of my book. It isn’t very often that a reviewer takes
the time to read a book carefully. Howard’s questions to
me at the end of his review are valuable for moving our
research forward, something I hope he and many other

historians will do. The first question is a good one, whether
it is realistic to think the files on Rhodesia and Zimbabwe
in non-Western Cold War archives will become available.
There have been some positive developments; some Chi-
nese scholars have gained access to the Chinese archives on
the ColdWar in Southern Africa, and we should hopefully
see new works as they relate to China’s support for the
Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) and the
Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army (ZANLA).
I recall hearing a paper presented at the US African Studies
Association in 2022 by Jodie Yuzhou Sun that used
Chinese archival sources to discuss Chinese-Mozambican
relations (see Jodie Yuzhou Sun, Kenya’s and Zambia’s
Relations with China 1949-2019, 2023). I asked Dr. Sun
if she had accessed files on Chinese support for ZANU and
ZANLA, and she indicated that she had. This is a promising
development. There are others who have had access to the
Soviet-era archives, and hopefully they will be providing
new materials for Soviet relations with ZANLA and the
Zimbabwe African People’s Union. Another question was
about archival sources on South African support for the
Rhodesians during the war.Gary Baines’ article is a certainly
a good start in this direction (Gary Baines, “The Arsenal of
Securocracy: Pretoria’s provision of arms and aid to Salis-
bury, c.1974–1980,” South African Historical Journal,
2019). The South African Defence Force files on support
for the Rhodesian military are not so easy to work through,
as it takes Afrikaans language skills as well as perhaps a
former career as a military accountant. This is a tricky
puzzle, in part because military supplies listed on
South African ledgers were often put forward as ‘loans’
while others as direct support, but as Baines argues, and
from what I have seen from the South African Defence
Force archives myself, the amount of support from the
Republic of South Africa for the RhodesianDefense Forces,
both in terms of materials and personnel, has yet to be fully
demonstrated. On the question of sanctions-busting, I
haven’t really dug into the sanctions-busting materials in
the archives yet. The British kept good files on it, mostly
having to dowith how tomake sure British oil interests were
not brought to the UN Sanctions committee for violations
after the Southern Rhodesia (Petroleum) Order of 1965.
EddieMichel has covered this issue well (EddieMichel,The
White House and White Africa: Presidential Policy Toward
Rhodesia During the UDI Era, 1965-1979, 2018). Anec-
dotally, I remember an interview with a former communi-
cations advisor who had the honor (perhaps more the sense
of survival) to serve both former Rhodesian Prime Minister
Ian Smith and Robert Mugabe, who told me that he was
often in Italy in the 1970s working to secretly secure parts
for Rhodesia’s airlines. I haven’t yet got access to Eastern
European files related to what were sanctions-busting
actions, so I look forward to seeing what will be uncovered
in the future and encourage Howard and others to keep
digging up new sources in likely and unlikely places.
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