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THROUGH C ~ a o s  ro COMMUNil Y. John Macmurray. (National 

In the coui se of the two complementary addresses reproduced here 
Professor rvlacmurray elaborates the theme that any form of recon- 
struction implies that ' many millions of people must change their 
individual habits of life a t  the same time, in the same direction.' 
Christianity, he asserts, is the only ' universal ' religion which can 
undertake this. But not nsessatily any Christianity, in the sense 
of organised Church, that we know, foi this force is now largely 
inaependrnt .A the teniporar) fortunes or prestige of the Christian 
churches.' The Christian churches have strayed far from their 
Hebraic origin and have permiited a talse and disi'uptive dualism, 
allowing Christianity to evolve into pure spirituality, while surren- 
dering our secular culture to the classical, but pagan, Graeco-Roman 
tradition. 

Much of this is true, but as presented it suffers from a double 
defect. Nowhere is there any attempt to define Christianity, rather 
is i t  treated like a Sorelian myth, e.g. ' History has made Ghristia- 
nity a psychological force for world unification of immense and in- 
creasing magnitude.' 'The essential point which is missed is that 
Christianity is a religion of Redemption which gives new life in a 
more profound sense than can ever be encompassed by the words 
' coinmon life,' ' fellowship,' etc. The author is right when he points 
out that the Jewish element in the Christian stream has been mini- 
mised, but he has no: Iealised the nature of this contribution. The 
Graeco-Roman cure for the ills of the world is an increase of know- 
ledge; in other \Vor(!s, the defect is in men's minds; while for the 
Hebrew the defect is in the will, and man needs to be redeemed 
from the eli'cct of his sin. Christianity renews man while incor- 
porating him, body-soul, into a community which though spiritual 
should affect his every action. 

MOBILITY OF LABOUR. By Margaret M. Atlee. (Catholic Social 

This sixpenny booklet is a consideration of the transference of 
populations from one part of the country to fresh industrial fields. 
Examples are given from the inter-wat period; and very dismal 
reading they make. True, no compulsion was used; anyone un- 
employed, and living in a distressed area, who decided that a philan- 
thropic industrialist had not been sufficiently .discriminating in his 
choice of area for a new enterprise, always had the delightful 
alternative of the Dole and subsequent malnutrition. This scheme 
for the alleviation of industrial chaos seems about as practical as 
removing the patient from the germ-leaving the latter in the hos- 
pital bed, unchallenged. 

Small wonder that the author accepts this principle with great 
reservations only. In the conclusions and recommendations at the 
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