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Acoustic neurinomas are relatively common benign intracranial 
tumors, comprising about 8-10% of all intracranial tumors, with an 
annual incidence of 1/100,000 population. Most affected patients 
present with hearing loss or other vestibulocochlear nerve 
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dysfunction, although more extensive and potentially life 
threatening neurological problems may be associated with tumors 
that grow to a large size. Unfortunately, the growth rate and natural 
history of acoustic neuromas varies tremendously and is 
unpredictable. This, coupled with the diverse management 
strategies, including various microsurgical and radiosurgical 
approaches as well as conservative observation, make management 
decisions complex for both the clinicians and patients. 

There is clearly a trend in North America, and perhaps 
worldwide, towards favouring gamma knife radiosurgery for the 
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