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This publication which is a superb blending of archeology and ethnohistory, 
provides a unique perspective of early Sioux Indian acculturation on the Upper 
Missouri River. 
The monograph has two stated objectives: to report on archeological 
investigations conducted at three protohistoric village occupations in the Knife-
Heart Region of North Dakota, and to place these data in the broader context of ! Mind by 
Western prehistory and ethnohistory, ' """""" 
The Ankara began moving into the upper Knife-Heart region by at least the mid-1790s 
and, although they moved in and out of the area several times, they finally returned 
in force to live in the abandoned Mandan village near Fort Clark between 1838 and 
1861. One of the localities investigated, the Creenshield site, appears to have figured 
prominently in this invasion of what had been Hidatsa and Mandan territory. 

The other two localities of research focused on the Ice Glider and Washburn Ferry sites, a habitation and cemetery area 
utilized by nomadic Plains Indians, probably the Yanktonai Dakota, in the mid-l800s. The field research provides a 
window into a heretofore poorly documented portion of the protohistoric Plains record as attested to by Raymond 
Wood: 

"We know very little of nomadic peoples wno may have been neighbors of the late prehistoric and early 
historic Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara. Ethnohistoric data and extrapolations from that data tell us that 
various Dakota bands were reaching the Missouri River in force in the late 1700s, but we have very little 
in the way of hard data concerning their archaeology. It is for this reason that the Ice Glider site is so 
important." 

The section dealing with the cartographic history of the Upper Knife-Heart region by Wood and Stephen Chomko's 
ethnohistoric reconstruction make this a valuable source book for Plains historians as well as aficionados of Plains 
prehistory. 

A very high quality paper stock coupled with excellent maps and illustrations further enhance the volume. 
Available from SOUTH DAKOTA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

c/o Archeology Laboratory, 2032 South Grange Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 57105 (605/336-5493) 
Please add $1.50 postage 
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