
african
history

ISSN 0021-8537

The Journal of

VOLUME 64 . NUMBER 2 . 2023

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853723000610 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853723000610


SUBSCRIPTIONS
The Journal of African History (ISSN 0021–8537) is published 
three times a year. Three parts form a volume. The subscription 
price (excluding VAT) of volume 64, 2023 (which includes print 
and electronic access) is £396 (US $691 in the USA, Canada and 
Mexico) for institutions; £78 (US $133 in the USA, Canada and 
Mexico) for individuals. Students ordering direct from the Press 
and certifying that the Journal is for their own personal use 
can subscribe to the print version at £57 (US $87 in the USA, 
Canada and Mexico). The electronic-only price available to 
institutional subscribers is £296 (US $516 in the USA, Canada 
and Mexico). Single parts £157 net (US $270 in the USA, Canada 
and Mexico). Prices include delivery by air where appropriate. 
EU subscribers (outside the UK) who are not registered for 
VAT should add VAT at their country’s rate. VAT registered 
subscribers should provide their VAT registration number. 

Orders, which must be accompanied by payment, may be sent 
to a bookseller or to the publisher: Cambridge University Press & 
Assessment, Journals Fulfi llment Department, UPH, Shaftesbury 
Road, Cambridge CB2 8BS, UK.; or in the USA, Canada and 
Mexico, to Cambridge University Press, Journals Fulfi llment 
Department, 1 Liberty Plaza, Floor 20, New York, NY 10006, 
USA. Japanese prices for institutions are available from 
Kinokuniya Company Ltd., PO Box 55, Chitose, 
Tokyo 156, Japan. 

Special arrangements exist for sponsoring individual 
subscriptions for African scholars, please apply to the publisher 
for details.

COPYING
This journal is registered with the Copyright Clearance Center, 

222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 1923. Organizations in 
the USA who are also registered with CCC may therefore copy 
material (beyond the limits permitted by sections 107 and 108 
of US copyright law) subject to payment to CCC of the per-copy 
fee of $15. This consent does not extend to multiple copying for 
promotional or commercial purposes. Code 0021–8537/2018. 
ISI Tear Sheet Service, 3501 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19104, USA, is authorized to supply single copies of separate 
articles for private use only. Organizations authorized by the 
Copyright Licensing Agency may also copy material subject to 
the usual conditions.

For all other use, permission should be sought from 
Cambridge or the American Branch of Cambridge University 
Press & Assessment. 

Internet Access. This journal is included in Cambridge Core 
which can be found at cambridge.org. For further information 
on other Press titles access http://www.cambridge.org/.

Editors
D. MAGAZINER, Yale University
M. MOORMAN, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison
M. MOYD, Michigan State University
M. OCHONU, Vanderbilt University

Managing Editor
S. SEVERSON
jah@cambridge.org

Reviews Editor
Books for review should be sent to
Daniel Magaziner
Book Review Editor
The Journal of African History
Council on African Studies
Yale University
P.O. Box 208206
New Haven, CT 06520
USA
jahbookreviews@yale.edu; 
daniel.magaziner@yale.edu

Founding Editors
J. D. Fage University of Birmingham
R. A. Oliver SOAS 

Advisory Editorial Board
E. Allina, University of Ottawa
C. A. Babou, University of Pennsylvania
A. B. Bamba, Gettysburg College
K. Breckenridge, University of the 

Witwatersrand
M. Dhada, California State University, 

Bakersfi eld
E. Doro, University of Agder
S. Doyle, University of Leeds
T. Falola, University of Texas at Austin
D. M. Gordon, Bowdoin College
R. Jimenez, University of Michigan, 

Ann Arbor
H. Jones, University of Kentucky
P. Khanakwa, Makerere University
P. Lane, University of Cambridge
L. Lindsay, University of North Carolina
G. Mann, Columbia University
H. Mokoena, University of the 

Witwatersrand
H. Médard, Université d’Aix-Marseille
K. J. Ngalamulume, Bryn Mawr College
E. L. Osborn, University of Chicago
E. Pettigrew, New York University - Abu Dhabi
S. Reese, University of Hamburg
N. Sackeyfi o-Lenoch, Dartmouth College
M. Shanguhyia, Syracuse University
S. Sishuwa, Stellenbosch University
L. M. Thomas, University of Washington

african history
The Journal of

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2023

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853723000610 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853723000610


The Journal of

AFRICAN HISTORY

CONTENTS

Editors’ Introduction 165

HISTORY MATTERS

William A. Brown and the Assessment of a Scholarly Life

Sean Hanretta Northwestern University

Ousman Kobo The Ohio State University 169

The Caliphate, the Black Writer, and a World in Revolution, 1957–69

Madina Thiam New York University 174

A Hidden Repository of Arabic Manuscripts from Mali: The William A. Brown Collection

Mauro Nobili University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Said Bousbina Université Internationale de Rabat 184

Le Témoignage D’almamy Maliki Yattara Sur W. A. Brown: Dr Brown Through the
Testimony of Almamy Maliki Yattara

Bernard Salvaing Nantes University 191

William Allen Brown, Jr., 1934–2007: An Appreciation

David Henry Anthony, III University of California, Santa Cruz 200

The Impact of Informal Mentorship: A Tribute to Professor William Brown

Ousman Kobo The Ohio State University 201

Egypt in Africa: William A. Brown and a Liberating African History

Sean Hanretta Northwestern University 204

RESEARCH ARTICLES

The Quotidian Politics of a Love Story: Researching, Assembling, and Mobilizing the
Lunda Legend in the Late Nineteenth Century

David M. Gordon Bowdoin College 209

‘Compliments from the Housewives’: Contesting White Public Space in Late-Colonial Nairobi

Meghan E. Ference Brooklyn College 229

Scholars, Secrets, and Sultans: Clerical Authority in West Africa, 1450–1650

Zachary Wright Northwestern University in Qatar 248

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853723000610 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853723000610


‘AModest, but Peculiar Style’: Self-Fashioning, Atlantic Commerce, and the Culture of Adornment
on the Urban Gold Coast

Hermann W. von Hesse University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 269

Politics of Disaster: Earthquake, Rehousing, and Confronting Colonial Rule in Accra (Gold Coast/
Ghana), 1939–45

Waseem-Ahmed Bin-Kasim Elon University 292

BOOK REVIEWS

Jochen S. Arndt, Divided by the Word: Colonial Encounters and the Remaking of Zulu
and Xhosa Identities

306

Raevin Jimenez

Morgan J. Robinson, A Language for the World: The Standardization of Swahili 308

Heather J. Sharkey

Anshan Li, The Social and Economic History of the Chinese Overseas in Africa,
Volumes I, II, and III

310

Liang Xu

Sven Rubenson, Amsalu Aklilu, Shiferaw Bekele, and Samuel Rubenson (eds.),
Colonial Powers and Ethiopian Frontiers 1880–1884: Acta Aethiopica volume IV

312

Jacob Wiebel

Samuël Coghe, Population Politics in the Tropics: Demography, Health and Transimperialism
in Colonial Angola

314

Sarah Walters

Paul S. Landau, Spear: Mandela and the Revolutionaries 316

Arianna Lissoni

Tom Lodge, Red Road to Freedom: A History of the South African Communist Party, 1921–2021 320

Alan Kirkaldy

Ayala Levin, Architecture and Development: Israeli Construction in Sub-Saharan Africa
and the Settler-Colonial Imagination, 1958–1973

324

Ola Uduku

ii vol . 64 , no . 2

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853723000610 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021853723000610

