
divesting themselves of their earthly riches and 
buying themselves into heaven through bequests or 
the purchase of spiritual benefits? These and many 
other fascinating questions are explored in the 
thirty-one original essays which make up this 
twenty-fifth anniversary volume of the Society's 
proceedings. 
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The aim of the Society is to foster the study of ec­
clesiastical history viewed in a wide historical con­
text and broad inter-disciplinary relationship, and 
without regard to denominational differences or 
divisions. Regular meetings and conferences are 
held, and membership is open to scholars of all 
nationalities by election upon nomination, and to 
all libraries and institutions. 

Studies in Church History is an annually published 
series comprising papers and communications 
delivered at the Society's conferences, and each 
volume presents important new work, by estab­
lished as well as by younger scholars, upon a par­
ticular theme. Volumes are available to members of 
the Society at a reduced price. 

Studies in Church History: Suhsidia is a new series 
designed to supplement the Society's existing 
series, and to extend and diversify its publications. 
Though volumes will vary in length the format and 
size will be identical with Studies in Church History. 
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