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THE PLUM IN
THE GOLDEN VASE

or, Chin P'ing Mei
Volume One: The Gathering

TRANSLATED BY DAVID TOD ROY
This first of five planned volumes begins David Roy's long-

awaited complete and annotated translation of the famous Chin
P'ing Mei. A work known primarily for its erotic realism, the Chin
P'ing Mei is also a landmark in the development of narrative art.
Roy's faithful and lively translation is the first to do full justice to
this rich and complex work of literature.

"This is the first complete English translation of one of
the monuments of world literature and will immediately
supersede all existing partial and abridged translations "
—Andrew Plaks
Princeton Library of Asian Translations
Cloth: $29.95 ISBN 0-691-06932-8

RICE AS SELF
Japanese Identities through Time

EMIKO OHNUKI-TIERNEY
Are we what we eat? What does food reveal about

how we live and how we think of ourselves in relation to
others? In this engaging account of the crucial significance
rice has for the Japanese, Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney examines
how people use the metaphor of a principal food in
conceptualizing themselves in relation to other peoples.

"This is a fascinating analysis of the meaning of
rice as a symbol of personal and particularly of social
identity in Japanese culture."—Robert N. Bellah
Cloth: $19.95 ISBN 0-691 -09477-2

THE POETRY AND POETICS Of NISHIWAKI J W A B U R O
Modernism in Translation

HOSEA HIRATA
This book offers an in-depth investigation into the writings of one of modern Japan's most gifted poet-

scholars, Nishiwaki Junzaburo (1894-1982), who has been compared toT. S. Eliot, R. M. Rilke, and Paul
Valery. Exploring both his poetry and theoretical writings, Hosea Hirata describes how Nishiwaki shaped an
influential poetic modernism in Japan. Included here are Nishiwaki's highly original essays on the nature of
poetry, his first two collections of Japanese poems, and a poem meditating on the annihilation of symbolism.

"I find the translations of the poetry breath-taking; Nishiwaki's combination of lyric skill and
intellectual power comes across in a way that I had scarcely imagined possible in English."
—Thomas Rimer
A Study of the East Asian Institute, Columbia University
Cloth: $37.50 ISBN 0-691-06981 -6
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