The Oxford
Annotated Bible

with the Apocrypha (R.S.V.)

Edited by HERBERT G. MAY
and BRUCE M. METZ GER

This combines in one volume the Oxford
Annotated Bible (R.S.V.) and the Oxford
Annotated Apocrypha. Besides the complete
R.S.V. text and footnotes, it contains intro-
ductions, foot-of-the-page commentary, and
supplementary articles, and special introductory
matter on the place of the Apocrypha in the
Protestant and R.C. Bibles, twelve maps from
the Annotated Bible and two maps from the
Apocrypha, all in colour. 1944 pages February
84s net

The Renewal of
Worship

Essays by members of the
Joint Liturgical Group

Edited by
R. C. D. JASPER

Those contributing to this book include three
Presbyterians, a Baptist, a Congregationalist,
and a Methodist, as well as the Anglican
Editor. Even followers of a very different
tradition of worship may be interested in the
amount of common ground revealed by these
essays. Paper covers 8s6dnet

Simone Weil:
Seventy Letters

Some hitherto untranslated texts from
published and unpublished sources

Translated and arranged by
SIR RICHARD REES

Though inevitably incomplete, this book is
offered as a substantial sample of Simone
Weil’s correspondence, throwing new light on
her life, personality, and thought. It will add to
the interest which, since her death in 1943, has
grown up around the thought of this remark-
able Frenchwoman. 30s net
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Tl'EMOINS DE LA SPIRITUALITé OCCIDEN-
TALE by Dom Jean Leclercq. Les Editions du
Cerf, 1965.

Dom Leclercq tells us in the introduction that
the people and the things we are going to read
about have been chosen only because they
represent the various factors that he dealt with
in an earlier book, ‘Aux Sources de la Spiritua-
lite Occidentale’, and so he anticipates that
these monastic studies may have something
disparate about them. They are indeed a recusil
de travaux disparates, as he repeats in his epilogue,
a cloud of Benedictine witnesses who testify to
the remarkable flexibility of the monastic ideal,
itself owing so much to the church’s own flexi-
bility. Not since vandenbroucke’s ‘Le moine
dans PEglise’ have I come across a book that
so completely and satisfactorily identifies
monasticism with the church. But something
unfortunate happens to the witnesses under the
impact of the thesis. They seem to get flattened
out in some strange way, perhaps because they
are called upon to edify, when in fact one would
willingly take them as they come, Boniface,
Liutger, Sturm and Sol, Smaragdus and his
‘Diadema’, Odo of Cluny, Peter the Venerable,
the libraries of Moissac and Pomposa. Dom
Leclercq has deliberately chosen ordinary
Benedictines for the most part, unremarkable,
average, typical abbots and monks — not the
most exciting people, and the one he finishes up
with, a seventeenth century novice master,
must have been an overpowering bore.

If the book had been offered as a set of
scholarly Benedictine studies, which it really is,
it would have been quite impressive, if only for
the historical treatment of the eremetical and
apostolic strands that weave in and out of the
background of the common life, creating such
interesting tensions. But even then one has a
nagging feeling that instead of concluding on
the note of le mystére monastique, he might have
said something vital and valuable about
Benedictine relevance for today. The matter is
so much under discussion, as readers of this
journal are well aware, and here is magnificent
background material for interesting reflections
from a writer of the stature and respectability
of Dom Leclercq. But the author seems to shun
any such discussion, and you feel an oppor-
tunity has been lost. Monasticism, as we think
of it today, is not so much a mystery as a way
of life.

GEOFFREY WEEB
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