
The Life of the Spirit 
BLACKFRIARS 

Vol. I. No. 11. January 1945 

The Life of the Spirit ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 

Philosophy and the Catholic Student ... ... ... ... 3 

THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT 
’CVitli the  present issiie we conclude the first year of the regu- 

lar  Suppleinelit t o  BLACKFRIARS, Tlze Life of t h e  Spznt. It 
is therefore a suitable occasion for explsining the m t u r e  and pur- 
pose of this gift to the readers of BL.4CKFRIARS. 

For a long time this review had been trying to run a double 
course. It was originally founded to meet the needs, on Domini- 
can lines, of the average man ediicated to lire a Christian life in 
paganizing surroundings. First in the scale of topical needs 
stood the intellectual and moral problems, in which are also in- 
cluded the literary in so far as these bear on sociological and cul- 
tural movements of the tige. 111 this sphere a Ihminican jour- 
nal was necessarily i n r d r e d  from the outset, and it had here 
secured a quite considertible hearing. There was however an- 
other sphere equally iuiportant, yet r ime  neglected in England, 
a sphere that embraced the probleitis of the spiritual life, of 
grace, prayer, iiiysticisrn : r i d  religious life. I n  France before 
the  war these two sets of vital problems had been met by the 
Doniinicans in two separate reviews, La Vie Intellectuelle anrl 
Lib Vie  Spirituelle. Both of these were scientific without being 
academic, popular without being cheap or vulgitr. BL..\CR- 
FRIARS had sought to combine the fields of action represented 
by these two French periodicals. In fact, however, the scope 
became restricted to the  “intellectual life” owing to limitations 
in space as well as to the imperative demands of the times. 81- 
though Italy and one or two other countries had started their 
own versions of La Vie Spirituelle before the war, nothing of that  
nature had appeared in England. With the outbreak of war La 
Pie Spirituelle was itself removed, and a t  the same time it  be- 
came impossible to begin any new periodical in this country. 

It was under these circumstances that BLSCKFRL4RS 
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started to publish its series of supplements, and the editors 
seized the opportunity of preparing the way for a separate pub- 
lication t o  deal with the principles and practices of the spiritual 
life. And so BLACKFRIARS hopes to he able to present the 
public with a fully fledged periodical, The Life of t h e  Spirif ,  as 
sooii as the restrictions on paper are removed. At that pro- 
pitious moment the review will be able t o  return to its pre-war 
size iind will he compelled to drop its young one, which i t  has 
been carrying kangeroo-like in its pouch. By that time we hope 
The Life of t h e  Spidf will hare  become known and appreciated 
sufficiently to instif? sep:irnte piiblication :tnd :I new subscrip- 
tion list. 

Biit the initiatioii of  T h e  L i f e  of tlre Spirit is no easy matter. 
The :idditional expei'ses have left in the balance each successive 
appe:tr;ince of the Supplemelit. The enforced restriction to six- 
teen pages has not left eiioiigh room for the character of the 
future periodical to he methodically developed or clearly seen. 
For these reasons The Life of t h e  Spirif has not in fact been as 
siucessful :is was :inticipated. B u t  t h e  grextest difficulty lies in 
the dearth of contributors with authority to deal with these 
spiiitual subjects. Those who are iiiost practised in the spiri- 
tual- life are of necessit) disinclined for "publicity". Their 
growing huiiiility combines with their suspicion of the Press to  
impose silence. The editors however hope that in the coming 
>ear the Supplement will find its feet. 111 order to do thtct it 
mill need coiicrete encouragement from both contributors arid 
suhscrihers. The Supplement I I I : ~ )  he purchased sep:irately :~nd  
the demand tor sep;irilte copies will he soiiie indication of people's 
:ippreciatioii of Tire Life of t l ie Spirit. 

Finall) some tipology is due for so suddenly interrupting Fr  
C'orhishlej '4 \ alunble trans1:ttion of Fr. Przywara's Jlnjestus 
Uivi)icr a i d  the Stanhrook traitslation of Luis of Griinadx's 
works. The two studies which we publish in the midst of these 
series m:iy a t  first sight seem rather remote from the ch:wacter 
of The Life of f h e  Spirit. But  a closer reading of them will 
show :I r e d  value f6r the interior life of students of all ages. The 
two studies shoiild help the student and the scholar to integrate 
their lives, to bring their prayers and their intellectual life into 
ti I:isting partnership. 
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