
author presents an especially balanced appraisal of the German ethnologist and naturalist
Prince Maximillian Alexander von Wied-Neuwied (1782–1867), underscoring how the
nobleman’s ideas buttressed racial determinism and contributed to environmental
harm (275).

From a still wider angle, the book questions the teleological assumptions that often frame
the retelling of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Brazilian history. Langfur asserts that
scholars have focused too narrowly on the supposed modernizing impulse of the
Portuguese crown, especially after the opening of Brazilian ports to foreign trade in 1808
and the influx of new ideas. However, the nearly simultaneous declaration of war against
Indigenous forest dwellers—justified by invoking older notions of “just” wars against
cannibalism—has been largely overlooked.

This book is a significant contribution to the historiography on early modern empires
and Luso-Brazilian history. Hal Langfur’s work powerfully enhances our understanding
of knowledge producers, personal ambition, and territorial expansion and is well
positioned to inspire cutting-edge work on these topics in the post-independence period.

GARY F. KIDDVillanova University
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States
gray.kidd@villanova.edu

BOURBON CARTOGRAPHY IN NEW GRANADA

The History of a Periphery: Spanish Colonial Cartography from Colombia’s Pacific Lowlands.
By Juliet B. Wiersema. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2023. Pp. xiv, 168.
Abbreviations. Illustrations. Appendix. Notes. Glossary. Bibliography. Index.
$60.00 cloth.
doi:10.1017/tam.2024.183

The work is based on little-known, fascinating primary sources: four beautiful
manuscript maps of the Pacific Lowlands of the viceroyalty of the New Kingdom of
Granada that are housed in the Archivo General de la Nación (Bogotá, Colombia) and
The Library of Congress (Washington, DC). These maps were traced and colored at
different times in the second half of the eighteenth century, and their precise
reproductions are part of the book’s appendix. The first four chapters critically explain
why these maps have such historically revealing information, as well as their difference
from printed maps of the period.

As the author states, this differentiation can be explained by local and imperial
perceptions of political viewpoints. Similarly, she notes that, for the Pacific Lowlands,
manuscript maps document the less idealized facets of the past. The precision of details
that illustrate concrete historical situations or point out seemingly insignificant details,
such as the course of a river, the boundary of two parcels of land, or the influx of canoes at
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a river mouth, are a kind of data that allow us to interpret social, economic, political, and
environmental facts that, at first glance, seem not to be intertwined. This is the principal
strength of the book.

These kinds of micro-scale features—which are the opposite of graphic ornaments—
constitute the informative strength of the handwritten maps that were developed in situ
by baquiano [local experts] cartographers, who, in addition to their own experiences,
made daily use of valuable empirical information provided by Indians, blacks, mulattos,
and zambos. That accumulation of men and women, “people of all colors,” who lived in
riverside settlements scattered in the lowland jurisdictions. In this regard, Wiersema
makes an important comparative point: Despite their scientific conventions that included
measurements and distances and their grandiloquent cartouches and showy colors,
European maps (i.e., those of the French or Dutch) do not usually graphically indicate
the historical and social accuracies that their Spanish manuscript counterparts illustrate
about the localities and inhabitants of the Pacific Lowlands. River navigators, Cuna
Indians, enslaved people, fishermen,manatieros, miners, and peasant smallholders are the
subjects who exercise agency through this book, which explains the socioeconomic
realities expressed in the manuscript maps. In contrast, rivers such as the Atrato,
Yurumanguí, Naya, and Dagua are the fluvial axes used to analyze the historical
singularities of this fragment of the South American tropics in the times of the unfinished
and often inoperative Bourbon reforms. The author’s focus on these specific rivers is
another major strength.

Wiersema affirms that Chocó was much more than a border periphery for centers of
political power and merchant capital, such as Santa Fe or Popayán. In fact, according to
its high but incalculable gold production, the Pacific Lowlands were essential for the
functioning of the viceregal economy, both formally and informally—a fact that is
perceptible in the information on the maps. For this reason, it is suggested that, in some
maps drawn by state initiatives, such as the one ordered by Viceroy Francisco Antonio
Moreno y Escandón (1772), details were intentionally omitted to safeguard information
of monarchical interest, especially about gold resources. The gold extracted from the
mines located in the rivers of the Chocó continued to arouse considerable interest among
the European enemies of the Spanish empire during the eighteenth century.

Although this work contains specific excessively descriptive passages that distract from
the main lines of narrative and argument, the methodology is innovative. The primary
sources from historical archives in Colombia and Spain are rigorous and well organized.
In her analytical counterpoints, she dialogues with most Colombian historians
investigating the Pacific Lowlands during viceregal times. In addition, the work
highlights the agency and political tensions of subaltern subjects such as Indigenous and
enslaved people in the face of monarchical powers, and it does not lose sight of
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comparisons with other frontier regions in the overseas domains of the Spanish empire.
The book is recommended for upper-level and graduate seminars.

SEBASTIÁN GóMEZ-GONZÁLEZUniversidad de Antioquia
Medellín, Colombia
juan.gomez67@udea.edu.co

BOURBON REFORMS IN MEXICO

Viceroy Güemes’s Mexico: Rituals, Religion and Revenue. By Christoph Rosenmüller.
Albuquerque: University of NewMexico Press, 2024. Pp.272. $95.00 cloth; $29.95
paper; $29.95 eBook.
doi:10.1017/tam.2024.179

Christoph Rosenmüller’s latest contribution is a straightforward commentary on an era
through the life of a Mexican viceroy, Juan Francisco Güemes (1746–55). He carefully
contextualizes Güemes’s ascent to power, including his joining the army in 1700, fighting
in Italy and North Africa and governing Havana, and joining the Council of War in 1763
after zealously promoting important reforms in the New World context.

As viceroy, his roles varied. As chief administrator and representative of the king of Spain
and metropolis in Mexico, he served as an imperfect font of justice and protector of the
native populations. In meticulous detail, Rosenmüeller documents how Güemes
secularized the Catholic Church to better control the regulars, replacing 109 doctrinas
with parishes and bishop-controlled clergy. His account of the reform of the alcabala
(sales tax) administration shows how the state gradually ended tax-farming and took over
collection of the revenues, resulting in significant gains for the royal treasury. A review of
the Guadalajara Treasury deduced corruption and also benefited the king’s purse. The
state’s takeover of the silver mine of Bolaños ended with mixed results.

In addition, the imposition of all of these top-down, imposed reforms exposed the
resistance of the clergy to the secularization, of the consulado over the alcabala changes,
and of various cabildos (town councils) over the increasing centralization. Rosenmüeller
exposes the pervasive corruption that in the era sometimes was unremarkable as expected
traditional practices, such as gift-giving in exchange for favoritism, patronage, and
expedited paperwork. His analysis is particularly good on judicial wrangling and
negotiation, corruption in the form of tax evasion and bribery and the apparent use of
strawmen, outright fraud (in the administration of mercury sales), influence peddling,
and collusion with friends and officials. Of personal interest is his brief but clear analysis
of the Hat and Cloak rebellion as a reason behind the expulsion of the Jesuit order from
the empire in 1767.

This book’s most important overall point is that the so-called Bourbon reforms pre-date
the administration of Charles III. The text is ripe for classroom use with an appendix with
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