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REVIEWS

Bismop Cmavconer. By Denis Gwynn, D.Litt., F.R.Hist.S.
(Douglas Organ; 8s. 6d.) .

The recent translation of Bishop Challoner’s remains from a
Quiet Berkshire churchyard to a chapel in Westminster Cathedral,
has called for a new and serviceable biography of the great bishop.

he book under review, of modest compass and written in popular
Stb_’le by a well-known and gifted layman, will adequately supply
this need, and will satisfy the re-awakened interest of English
Catholics in the most venerated of their eighteenth century pre-
lates, Many to whom Richard Challoner has hitherto been hardly
More than a name will, on reading these pages, come to under-
stand why there has arisen among us a widespread desire to see
him raised to the altars of the Church. His personality lighted
Up the dark, dangerous and depressing penal days; and he was
the leader and the inspiration of our fathers in the faith, alike by

€ pre-eminent holiness of his life and by the fact that he was
the writer of those devotional works on which subsequent genera-
tions of Catholics founded their spiritual lives.

. e are hopeful that Denis Gwynn's work will cause many of

18 readers to seek for fuller information in the two volumes of
Canon Burton’s Life and Times of Bishop Challoner, one of the

Nest and most satisfactory of biographies, but alas! long out of
print, yet to be found accessible on the shelves of most of our
larger public reference libraries. R. B.

Ricrarp CHALLONER 1691-1781, a great Bishop of the Iighteenth
Century. (Burns Oates; 3s. 6d.)

ThiS: booklet is produced by the Westminster Cathedral
-aronicle. Its format is quite perfect—an attractive wrapper, fifty-
SIX pages of double-columned letterpress, sixteen interesting illus-
vations, and a coloured frontispiece successfully reproducing the
well-known portrait of Bishop Challoner preserved at St Edmund's
COl_lege, Ware. A brief Preface by Cardinal Griffin ushers in a
Series of essays by such well-known experts as Bishop Matthew,
18r Knox, Michael Trappes-Lomax and others, each article being
1 Some sort a literary gem replete with learning and wit.
bhAnd the. appearance of the brochure is well timed, it issued from
€ press just as the body of the greatest of the old Vicars-Apos-
OlUC was about to be translated from the country churchyard of
Cllton in Berks to the Chapel of St Gregory in Westminster
athedral, and when a first movement is being made towards that
Vengrable Bishop's long-overdue Canonization.
ishop Challoner has of late years been well served by his bio-
gtaphers, who have made his name and life familiar to students
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and scholars, but this present memorial will appeal to a wider
circle, and introduce him to Catholies in general and to those to
whom he hitherto has been but a name. F.R.B.

Tae Lire or FaTaER Faper. By James Cassidy, C.88.R. (Sands;
6s. 6d.)

It is appropriate that the year following the centenary of New-
man should be the occasion for publishing a compressed biography
of one of the Cardinal’s most apostolic friends who, like him,
struggled for the Truth until It converted him to Rome. Father
Cassidy gives an undramatic but accurate survey of the life of
Father Faber which, like the more familiar devotional writings
of the latter, provides a study of the way of perfection. This is
particularly marked in the persistence of Father Faber to do the
will of God at the cost of great personal suffering and frequently
of considerable persecution. A K R.

Jesus-CHrisT, PArROLE DE Diev. Par L.-M. Dewailly, O.P.
‘Témoins de Dieu’ series (Editions du Cerf).

This is a ‘croquis perspectif’ of the great theme of the “Word
of God’ but it is to be hoped it is only the prelude to a theological
treatise. The ‘Word’ is traced from its eternal existence in God,
to its activity in the Sacraments and in the mouths of men. The
essay is concerned with applications of doctrine rather than doe-
trine itself, but perhaps a profound examination of the Scriptural
and Traditional doctrine may be expected! D. M.

A Sox a Priest. By Mgr P. E. Hallett. (Douglas Organ; 2s. 6d.)

This is an unpretentious book and for that reason may fail to
do itself justice. The problem of vocations to the priesthood con-
fronts everyone, but Mgr Hallett writes immediately for parents
though he does not exclude the boy, the seminary student or the
priest himself. Throughout the book the insistence on the need for
self-sacrifice is welcome for that is an unpopular doctrine. Many
important details are also emphasised and three in particular stand
out. First, the determining factor of a vocation is neither natural
ability, though that has ifs place, nor some inner mystic urge, but
the will of God expressed through the approbation of religious
authority. That is not meant to take all the onus of decision off
the shoulders of the candidate (that burden he cannot shirk any-
way), but it is to make the objective fact of a call from God an
inescapable thing. Second, the main purpose of a seminary is the
‘moral and spiritual training’ of priests. Lastly, the relation of
priest to parents both during training and after ordination is clearly
stated. Obliviscere populum tuum can easily be made the source
of rootlessness and false individualism; the mutual obligations of
priest and parents are more than a safeguard, they are a source.
of grace.

For such reasons this book is to be commended, though there are
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