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Life in Golden Age Spain

Patrick J. O'Banion

“Safeguarded by a seal of silence, the sacrament of penance will
always maintain its secrets. Patrick 0'Banion’s thoughtful and read-
able study, however, provides numerous insights into this practice
and its uses by lay Catholics in early modern Spain. His careful
reading of a wide variety of sources, notably Inquisition records,
reveals the manifold ways in which Spaniards embraced the sacra-
ment but also navigated their way through a complex, dynamic, and
surprisingly flexible confessional culture. This impressive book will
be of great interest to scholars of religious change, state building,
and the construction of individual and collective identities in the
early modern Catholic world.” —Jodi Bilinkoff,

University of North Carolina at Greensboro
248 pages | 5 illustrations/1 map | $69.95 cloth
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This Far ]w Faith of conflict. It seeks to pay attention to the role of women and racial
A minorities; attempts to provide detailed demographic data; and

endeavors to set events in the Life of the church in the general social
context. Episcopalians in the Diocese of Pennsylvania, students of
PERNSTLYANA American church history, and social historians should all find it to
be auseful work.” —Bob Prichard, Virginia Theological Seminary
408 pages | 45 illustrations | $39.95 cloth
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The Editors and Editorial Board of The Journal of
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a major new prize in the field of early Christian
History.

The Journal is offering an annual prize of £500 for the
best essay submitted on a subject connected with any
aspect of early Christian history, broadly undrstood as
including the first seven centuries ap/ce. Scholars in

any relevant discipline (theology, classics, late antigue
studies, Middle Eastern Studies etc.), whether established
in their field or graduate students, are encouraged to
enter the competition. The essays should not exceed
8,000 words, including footnotes, and for 2014 should
be submitted by 30th September 2013. A judgement
will be made at the end of November of the same year
(the editors reserve the right not to award the prize if
no essay of significant quality is submitted). The essay of
the successful candidate will be published in the Journal,
probably in the number appearing in July 2014. Other
submissions entered into the competition may also be
recommended for publication. All essays should be
sent as two hard copies, prepared to journal style,
to Mrs. Anne Waites, The Journal of Ecclesiastical
History, Robinson College, Cambridge CB3 9AN.
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