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of Parliament and court rulings that have
set legal precedents.

Sheet number 2: Practice Guidelines
gives guidance and advice to clinicians
working with children where issues of
consent from the child, parent(s) or
guardian are an essential part of the
treatment plan. Case studies are used
to illustrate the complexity of these

situations, for example, the treatment of a
child with anorexia nervosa who is
refusing to eat.

Sheet number 3: Frequently Asked
Questions and References lists common
questions about children and their
involvement in treatment decisions in
terms of consent, refusal and
competence. Full references are listed

together with a ‘further reading’
section.

The sheets are aimed at all practitioners
who look after children as well as parents
and key interest and welfare groups. For
further information, please contact Carol
Joughin, FOCUS Project Manager, College
Research Unit (telephone: 020 7235 2351
ext 256).

forthcoming events

Clinical Excellence 2000 — promoting

quality in mental health and learning

disabilities is the title of the Royal
College of Psychiatrists Research Unit's
fifth multi-professional conference
focusing on quality and effectiveness
issues in mental health services. The
event's themes are more important than
ever, as the introduction of clinical
governance means that quality and effec-
tiveness are now central to the NHS
agenda. This conference focuses on
achieving excellence in mental health and
learning disability services from a practical
perspective. Initial presentations will set
the scene for creating quality in mental
health services in the ‘New NHS' and
parallel sessions will focus on current
developments in mental health services to
promote excellence, changing the culture
of mental health services to facilitate and
nurture quality improvements and real
examples of projects that have made a
difference. The event aims to provide an
opportunity for people working in mental
health and learning disability services to
share best practice and innovative ideas at
both strategic and practice levels and uses
a parallel session format to help delegates
select a range of sessions that they will
find most useful. Further information:
Sam Coombs, Communications Officer,
College Research Unit (Telephone: 020
7235 2351 ext 234).

Professor R. N. Mohan, Consultant in
Old Age Psychiatry and Clinical Tutor for
the Northern Birmingham Mental Health
NHS Trust is the organiser of three two-
day courses. Mental health law update
for specialist registrars, being held on 7-8
March 2000 and Mental health law
update for consultant psychiatrists, being
held on 6-7 April 2000, will focus on key
issues related to the Mental Health Act
and Mental Health Law. Management
course for specialist registrars in
psychiatry, which will take place on
4-5 May 2000, will cover NHS structures
and functions, terms and conditions of
service, time management and nego-
tiating skills. Further information about
all the courses, which will be held at
the Birmingham Medical Institute:

Mrs Denis Makepeace (Telephone: 0121
685 6574).

The Centre for Evidence-Based Mental
Health at the University of Oxford's
Department of Psychiatry would like to
announce the Fourth Workshop on
Evidence-Based Psychiatry, which will take
place at Merton College, Oxford on 5-7
April 2000. This workshop will equip
participants with the basic skills necessary
to apply the principles of evidence-based
medicine in psychiatry. The strategies
covered will include searching for, and
critically appraising evidence and using
research findings in everyday clinical prac-
tice. The workshop will use a problem-
based approach, involving both small
group work and lectures, and will
demonstrate how evidence-based medi-
cine can help in making clinical decisions
concerning diagnosis, treatment, prog-
nosis and harm. There will also be plenty
of opportunities for informal discussion.
Applications can be made via Internet
forms at: http://www.psychiatry.ox.-
ac.uk/cbmh/merton2000. Further infor-
mation: Pat Gresham, Centre for
Evidence-Based Mental Health, University
Department of Psychiatry, Warneford
Hospital, Oxford OX3 7JX (Telephone:
01865 226476; Fax: 01865 793101; Email:
pat.gresham @ pstch.ox.ac.uk).

The Politics of Recent Mental Health
Policy is the title of a critical psychiatry
day conference which will take place in
central London on 7 April 2000. Some
of the topics to be addressed include:
community care without compulsion:
incapacity and mental illness as a basis
for psychiatric legislation; and compulsory
community treatment: implications for
patient rights and civil liberties. The
conference will look into the history of
mental health legislation in the 20th
century and give the results of a recent
survey of psychiatrists’ opinions about
community treatment orders and
detention of people with personality
disorder. There will also be workshops in
the afternoon on advocacy, advance
directives and challenging assumptions
about drug treatment. Further
information: Dr Joanna Moncrieff,
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Charing Cross Department of Psychiatry
(Telephone: 0181 846 7336, E-mail:
joannamoncrieff @ compuserve.com)

or Dr Jonathan Bindman, Institute of
Psychiatry (E-mail: j.bindman @
iop.kcl.ac.uk).

The Belmont Postgraduate Psychiatric
Centre would like to announce The 55th
Residential Revision Course for the
MRCPsych Examinations, which will take
place at the University of Surrey, Guild-
ford on 5-13 April 2000 (Part Il) and
13—20 April 2000 (Part I). Further details:
Mrs E. C. Denning, Belmont Postgraduate
Psychiatric Centre, Chiltern Wing, Sutton
Hospital, Sutton, Surrey SM2 5NF (Tele-
phone: 020 8296 4177).

The Association of Therapeutic
Communities are the sponsors of Experi-
ential Residential Workshop, an event
which will be held in Kent on 5-7 May
2000. The course focuses on the use of
intensive psychosocial treatment for
borderline personality disorder and other
clinical conditions and is designed for
those who work in, or are interested in
working in therapeutic communities.
Further information: The Association of
Therapeutic Communities, 13—15 Pine
Street, London ECIR OJH (Telephone/
fax: 020 8950 9557; E-mail: post@
therapeuticcommunities.org).

The University of Manchester, Depart-
ment of Psychiatry are the organisers of
The 8th Manchester Course in Liaison
Psychiatry, a week-long course which will
take place on 5-9 June 2000. The course
is most suitable for newly appointed
consultants and specialist registrars.
Emphasis is placed upon small group
teaching and workshops. Clinical issues
covered include somatisation, psycholo-
gical reactions to physical illness and
medico-legal aspects of liaison psychiatry.
Other issues to be covered are managerial
and administrative issues, research and
audit. Further information: Mrs Una Dean,
Secretary to Dr E. Guthrie, University
Department of Psychiatry, Rawnsley
Building, Manchester Royal Infirmary,
Manchester M13 9WL (Telephone: 0161
276 5383; Fax: 0161 273 2135; E-mail:
Una.Dean @man.ac.uk).
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