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Preface

This, the fifty-ninth volume of Studies in Church History, brings
together the papers presented at the Summer Conference held in
July 2021 and the Winter Meeting held in January 2022 under the
presidency of Professor Frances Knight, after the original conferences,
planned for 2020–21, had to be postponed due to the COVID-19
pandemic. In a new departure for the EHS, both events were held
online as a consequence of lockdown restrictions. The editors are
very grateful to all who participated in the conferences and shared
their research despite the ongoing challenges caused by the pandemic.

The articles collected here shed new light on the significance of
rites of passage in the churches, and on ways of marking them.
Importantly, they also broaden the concept of rites of passage to
include events and experiences other than those marked by the
Church’s pastoral offices. The result is a rich collection of articles
which demonstrate the importance of this theme. We are grateful
to Professor Knight for proposing the theme and for her leadership
of the society during this complex period. We wish also to thank
the society’s Conference Secretary, Professor Elizabeth Tingle, for
her careful planning which ensured the smooth running of the
Summer Conference and Winter Meeting. Thanks are due also to
the society’s Secretary and Treasurer, Dr Jacqueline Rose and
Simon Jennings, for their ongoing work and support.

This volume would not have been possible without the work of all
those who offered contributions and submitted papers for consider-
ation, and those who peer-reviewed the contributions. Dr Tim Grass
and Dr Alice Soulieux-Evans provided capable support as assistant
editors. We are very grateful to the society for funding both posts
during this period of transition. With this volume, his fifteenth, Dr
Grass retires as Assistant Editor. On behalf of the EHS Committee,
we wish to express our deep gratitude to him for his work on succes-
sive volumes of Studies in Church History and for his contribution to
the society, not least in his role as business manager.
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The Ecclesiastical History Society offers two annual prizes for arti-
cles accepted for publication in Studies in Church History. In this
volume, the Kennedy Prize, for the best contribution by a postgrad-
uate student, has been awarded to Tim Yung for his article ‘“Does
God Mind?” Reshaping Chinese Anglican Rituals, c.1877–1940.’
The President’s Prize, for the best contribution by an early career
scholar, was awarded to Conor O’Brien, ‘The Origins of Royal
Anointing.’ These articles both draw on careful scholarship to offer
an innovative exploration of the theme.

Charlotte Methuen
University of Glasgow

Andrew Spicer
Oxford Brookes University

Preface
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