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CovER: A BRAZILIAN WARSHIP IN THE PORT OF CORRIENTES, PAR-
AGUAY, DURING THE WAR OF THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE (1864-1870).
During the War of the Triple Alliance—which pitted Paraguay against Brazil,
Argentina, and Urugnay—Corrientes’s economy boomed, largely as a result of
the presence of enemy troops (some of whom are shown rowing ashore).
Foreign entrepreneurs dealing in cloth, liquor, and other imported goods
dominated this commercial activity. Because it cut off vital export markets, the
alliance’s blockade proved disastrous for the tobacco economy of the Upper
Plata at a crucial point in its development. (Engraving reprinted from George
Thompson, La guerra del Paraguay [Buenos Aires, 1910], 1: facing p. 116.)
For an article on the tobacco trade in Paraguay, see pp. 536-96.
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Editor’s Note

We are pleased to present this special issue on “Business in Latin
America” to our readership. The purpose of the special issue is to pro-
vide a focal point for scholars interested in timely and important top-
ics. A special issue enables the Review to act as a vehicle for the pub-
lication of recent work on the topic in question and as a starting point
for those wishing to pursue further work in the area. To assist scholars
working in the field, this special issue includes an archival essay on
manuscript sources for Latin American business history.

We would like to express our special gratitude to H. V. Nelles for
contributing the introductory essay. A member of the history depart-
ment at York University, Professor Nelles is the coauthor (with Chris-
topher Armstrong) of “A Curious Capital Flow: Canadian Investment
in Mexico, 1902-1910,” Business History Review 58 (1984).

R.S.T.
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