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scholarship which gives the firm basis to M. Gilson’s own essays 10
speculative philosophy. The Unity of Philosophical Experience is typic?
in this respect. It is shown, on the basis of brilliant thumb-nail sketches
of modern philosophies, how each has failed because it has tried
limit philosophy by means of techniques borrowed from more spect
sciences, but that a genuine metaphysics escapes such limitation. In the
twenty years since the book was fisrt issued it has become sufficient!y
well-known to make any further recommendation superfluous.
LAURENCE BrigHT, O.P:

NucLEAR WAR AND Prack. By Professor J. E. Roberts and the Bishop
of Chichester. (National Peace Council; 2s. 6d.)

It would be difficult to exaggerate the importance of this booklet:
Although a good deal of information about the effects of nucles!
weapons is now available in technical journals, it has not yet bee?
presented to the general reader. Professor Roberts now gives, in some
forty pages, the clearest possible account of what nuclear warfar®
implies. He explains briefly how the bombs work, and then discusses
the consequences of blast and heat flash, direct radiation and long-ter®
genetic effects. He describes possible protective measures, and ends wit
a chapter on the peaceful uses of atomic energy. The figures, s0 far as
they are known, are given precisely, and speak more eloquently tha?
any colouring of rhetoric could help them to. Every educated persont
will now be in a position to make a moral judgement on an exact basi
of fact. In the last twelve pages of the pamphlet the Bishop of Chichestt
draws his conclusions about the moral issues. He avoids the most
fundamental questions about the morality of war by taking his pr”
ciples from such documents as the Hague convention and the Nure®”
burg charter, but these are sufficient to show that the use of hydroge®
bombs, and atom bombs as directed against centres of populations ¥
indefensible, though the use of atomic weapons against military O_chc’
tives, if due precautions are taken, may be permitted. The majority, >
Catholics would, I think, endorse these conclusions, though a fi dlsc
cussion of the moral aspect from first principles would still seem €0

called for.
LAURENCE BrigHT, O-F

Two Cities. By Paul Foster, 0.2, (Blackfriars; 7s. 6d.) )
To anyone interested in the problem of the common good, Whl](_:ittle
the philosophical problem behind the Church-State conflict, this of
book may Ee a keen disappointment. But in that case the fault Wl-u::l
have been the author’s but the reader’s. For the author states qlclﬂ
explicitly in his Introduction that his purpose is to ventilate the pro
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of Cl_lurch—State relationships and not to offer a solution to that vexed
duestion. The author’s task then is historical and not philosophical and
115 a task he fulfils admirably. Taking as his basic idea the words of St
aul about reaching perfect manhood and maturity, Fr Foster surveys a
Vast stretch of history from the classical Greeks down to modern times
d examines a number of attempts ‘to find a simple arrangement
WheFeby man can rise to his full stature’. But like all efforts at simpli-
cation the arrangements are often ‘tidy’ but never ‘orderly’—a really
ite Mg and genuinely thomistic distinction. That is to say the problem
S either not faced or else it is denied; the truth of one side or other is
grossly exaggerated to the detriment of the other in the extremes of
tasupernaturalism and materialistic caesaropapism. The chapter on
Lhomas Aquinas and the State is tantalizingly short, but within its
S?l’;‘t}sl adequate; and the ?uthor does make t.hc important point that for
X COHSHES a correct tension between opposing elements is not only not
ha Tadiction but is a necessity if Wwe are to maintain an orderly and
rm()nl.ous balance of truth. Tension, as Fr Foster says, tends not to
. Xhﬁ things easy, but at least it does make life exhilarating. The word
fon arf:lltlng aptly describes this book; it is besides brilliant in its selec-
isto rain | compression of the releva}lt facts so that every important
rea dab<l:a bsolut1on to th; problem is presented; and it is eminently
ObViouel Yy reason of its styl'c, good humour an<,1 wit. Fr Foster
theolg Sty kaOWS more than a little about St Thomas's philosophy and
een th of the State ; but‘ since his purpose in writing this bool‘< ha}s
w()uldobpresenp the h'ls.t(_)ncal aspects of the Chuych-State conflict it
Cerniy Se unfair to criticize one or two philosophical statements con-
over.. g tThomas s teaching which have clearly been set down in an
.SSIthl{ﬁed way to meet the requirements of space and the scope
I'eatise.

MurpocH ScoTT, O.P.
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