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Briefs

Diversity and Inclusion 
Program Updates
Gladys Mitchell-Walthour (MFP 2002–

2003) was elected in 2016 as vice presi-
dent of the Brazil Studies Association. 
She also accepted a tenure-track posi-
tion as assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Africology (Africana Studies) at 
the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee.

Victoria Jackson (RBSI 2009) graduated from 
The University of Texas at Austin with 
her MA degree in government/political 
science, and is currently a first-year law 
student at The University of La Verne in 
Southern California.

Carolina Ferrerosa Young (RBSI 2008, MFP 
2012) is now a fifth-year PhD candidate 
in political science at Columbia Univer-
sity, focusing on American politics and 
quantitative methods. She is currently 
pursuing research projects on represen-
tational inequality, legislative political 
behavior, and experimental methods, and 
is a 2016–2017 Visiting Scholar at APSA's 
Centennial Center for Political Science 
and Public Affairs. Young is also a 2012 
National Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellow and a Columbia Univer-
sity Dean's Fellow. ■

Announcing the 2017 Summer Institute in 
Political Psychology at Stanford University
August 6 – August 26, 2017

Applications are being accepted now for 
the 22th Annual Summer Institute in Polit-
ical Psychology, to be held at Stanford 
University August 6-26, 2017.

The Summer Institute offers three weeks 
of intensive training in political psychology. 
Political psychology is an exciting and thriv-
ing field that explores the origins of political 
behavior and the causes of political events, 
with a special focus on the psychological 
mechanisms at work.

Research findings in political psychology 
advance basic theories of politics and are an 
important basis for political decision-making 
in practice.

SIPP was founded in 1991 at Ohio State 
University, and Stanford has hosted SIPP 
since 2005, with support from Stanford 
University and from the National Science 
Foundation. Hundreds of participants have 
attended SIPP during these years.

The 2017 SIPP curriculum is designed 
to (1) provide broad exposure to theories, 

empirical findings, and research traditions; 
(2) illustrate successful cross-disciplinary 
research and integration; (3) enhance meth-
odological pluralism; and (4) strengthen net-
works among scholars from around the world.

SIPP activities will include lectures 
by world class faculty, discussion groups, 
research/interest group meetings, group proj-
ects, and an array of social activities.

Some of the topics covered in past SIPP 
programs include public attitudes and atti-
tude change, race relations, conflict and 
dispute resolution, voting and elections, 
international conflict, decision-making, 
moral disengagement and violence, social 
networks, activism and social protest, political 
socialization, justice, and many more.

In 2017, SIPP will accept up to 60 partici-
pants, including graduate students, faculty, 
professionals, and advanced undergraduates. 
http://www.stanford.edu/group/sipp. Appli-
cants are accepted on a rolling basis until all 
slots are filled, so applying soon maximizes 
chances of acceptance. Any questions should 
be directed to: SIPP2017@gmail.com. ■
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The American Political Science Review 
(APSR) announces a new publica-
tion format, Letters. APSR’s tradi-

tional publication format of research man-
uscripts uses original work to advance the 
understanding of important political issues 
that are of general interest to the field of 
political science (maximum length 12,000 
words). In contrast, Letters will address an 
important research problem or question, 
showing a novel perspective on existing 
research and encouraging scholarly debate 
in the discipline (maximum length 4,000 
words).

With this new format, APSR is taking a 
new direction to publish important insights 
into research problems in political science. 
Some of these insights might not fit in the 
traditional, longer format of manuscripts, but 
fit well with the shorter format that is often 
used in other sciences to convey important 
new findings.

“The Letter format is very common in 
prominent scientific journals of more general 
interest, such as Science and Nature, where 
significant findings are often reported on 5 
to 6 pages,” explained lead editor, Thomas 
Koenig, University of Mannheim. “The new 
Letter format of APSR accordingly attempts 
to increase the interdisciplinary recognition 
by broadening readership and eventually 
authorship from scholars of other disciplines 
that address an important research problem 
in political science,” he continued.

The editorial team noted two reasons for 
their decision to offer this new Letter format. 
The first is a substantive reason. While APSR 
presents various disciplinary developments 
in the subfields of political science, these sub-
fields also strive to develop alongside their 
counterparts in related disciplines. Letters 
will provide an opportunity to report about 
original research that move these subfields 
forward and reach a broader readership. This 
includes, but is not limited to, a new theo-
retical perspective, methodological progress, 
and alternative empirical findings, as well 
as comments on and extensions of existing 

work. A Letter typically will have only a few 
figures and tables that directly communicate 
the new insights and the main takeaways 
from the research.

The second reason is that the format of 
APSR has changed in the past, for example, 
with the move of book reviews previously 
published in APSR to APSA’s Perspectives on 
Politics. The editors want to use this space to 
raise the attractiveness of APSR to diverse 
scholarly research. Although Letters will be 
peer reviewed like manuscripts, the difference 
in length means that Letters are going to be 
much more focused on one important result. 

“Typically, a Letter will not have the long 
literature review that is standard in manu-
scripts and will have a much briefer introduc-
tion, motivation, analysis, and conclusion,” 
stressed Koenig. “We hope that this new for-
mat will stimulate scholarly discussion and 
disseminate findings that would otherwise be 
ignored in and outside of political science.”

The APSR editors encourage authors to 
submit original papers that address an impor-
tant research problem or question, showing 
a novel perspective on existing research and 
encouraging scholarly debate in the disci-
pline to the new Letters format. See more 
details at www.apsanet.org/apsr. ■

APSR Announces New Publication Format 

In the Next Issue...
POLITICS SYMPOSIA
The Arab Uprisings and International 
Relations Theory 
Marc Lynch, Curtis R. Ryan, and Morten 
Valbjorn, guest editors

Forecasting the 2017 German Elections 
Bruno Jérôme, guest editor

The Politics of Canada 
David L. Leal, guest editor

Civic Engagement and Civic Technology 
Hollie Russon Gilman, guest editor

PROFESSION SYMPOSIUM
The “Berkeley School” of Political 
Theory: A Discussion of its 
Beginnings, its Development, and 
the Disagreements over Calling it a 
“School”
Emily Hauptmann and Dean 
Mathiowetz, guest editors

ARTICLES
Gender, Diversity, and Methods in 
Political Science: A Theory of Selec-
tion and Survival Biases 
Shauna L. Shames and Tess Wise

Presidential Greatness and Political 
Science: Assessing the 2014 APSA 
Presidents and Executive Politics Sec-
tion Presidential Greatness Survey 
Brandon Rottinghaus and Justin S. 
Vaughn

TEACHER
Using Alumni Views to Connect the Past, 
Present, and Future in Political Science
Eric D. Raile, Elizabeth A. Shanahan, 
Michael P. Wallner, Linda M. Young, 
Marja Avonious, Micaela Young, and 
Nacer Tayeb
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